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INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS, 

£  Y  THE  P  UB  LIS  HERS. 

PREv^IOUS  to  the  establishment  of  the  Boston  Patriot,  its  Editor 
had  ben  apprised,  that  the  late  President  Adams  had  preserved  and 
arran/ed  the  documents  relative  to  those  negociations,  conducted  princi- 
pally^y  himself,  which  terminated  in  the  acknowledgment  of  our  Inde- 
pencince  by  Great  Britain  and  the  other  leading  powers  of  Europe— that 
he  )^d  also  prepared  his  defence  against  the  high  and  malignant  charges 
of  General  Hamilton,  in  a  summary  history  of  those  parts  of  his  admin- 
itj/l'ation  which  affected  so  tenderly  the  sensibility  of  that  statesman  and 
l^s  adherents. 

JAmid  our  late  cnncassions  of  party  with  party— of  faction  with  govern- 
inent,  the  Editor  of  the  Patriot  indulged  a  sanguine,  and  as  it  has  proved, 
prophetic  hope,  that  this  rifiened  fruity  so  salutary  for  the  nation,  would 
fall  from  its  venerable  height.— That  it  should  first  pass  through  his 
hands  to  the  public,  was  an  hoiior  equally  flattering  to  his  patriotism  and 
liis  pride. 

In  the  first  part  of  this  correspondence,  in  order  of  time,  the  illustrious 
writer  may  be  considered  as  the  yEneas,  who  bore  with  him  the  fortunes 
of  a  rising  empire,  and  who,  (firimus  iviter  paresy  in  all  its  councils,) 
could  say  v^ithout  ostentation,  *'  magna  pars  fui^'^ln  the  latter,  he  ap- 
pears like  Achilles y  brooding  over  insufferable  personal  wrongs,  till  roused 
to  combat  and  to  victory,  by  the  call  of  his  countiy  in  the  extremity  of  her 
cause. 

On  suck  an  occasion,  to  have  Jought  to  the  liking  of  the  foe ^  ivould 
have  been  disgrace. 

That  part  of  the  correspondence,  which  may  be  termed  ccitroversial, 
has  three  honorable  testimonials  of  intrinsic  merit — the  applause  and 
gratitude  of  the  once  deceived  enemies  of  the  President,  the  rancorous 

ravings  of  those  whose  devotions  to  another  country  he  has  so  effectually 
disturbed — and  the  respectful  silence  of  a  large  portion  of  the  comi-Runity. 
who  have  run  the  endless  round  of  political  inconsistences,  till  they  can  ap- 
prove nothing  without  condemning  themselves. 

In  his  farewell  address,  the  acknowledged  father  of  his  country  appris- 
ed us  of  its  threatening  malady.  The  parental  hand  that  pointed  out  the 
disease,  revolted  from  the  cure  and  administered  only  a  lenitive.    It  was 

reserved  for  the  bolder  guardian  genius  of  an  Adams,  with  decisive  hand, 

10  probe  the  growing  tumor  to  its  rankling  core,   and  restore  his  darling 

country  to  sanity. 
Tlie  portion  of  the  correspondence  which  developcs  the  negociations 

teriiiinating  hi  llie  peace  and  independence  of  America,  comprises  an  es- 
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Bcntial  part  of  its  history,  and  cannot  surely  have  the  less  clain  to  oor 
gratitude,  because,  while  it  does  this,  it  shows  also  how  much  cepended 
on  the  unwearied  and  effectual  exertions  of  one  of  its  first  and  greatest 
statesmen. 

If,  while  contemplating  the  character  of  a  revered  patriot,  and  tie  mer- 
it and  effect  of  his  toils,  the  writer  perceiving  much  to  excite  admiation, 
and  something  to  enkindle  enthusiasm,  betray  the  partiality  of  the  pai^gyr- 
ist  ;  let  him  not  be  accused  of  acting  the  parasite,  till  some  motive  c  n  be 
assigned,  or  till  candor  shall  have  pointed  out  some  radical  defect  in  hat 
character  which  has  so  long  commanded  the  respect  of  the  world. 

It  is  not  the  writer's  intention,  nor  is  it  necessary,  to  add  a  formal  pi>- 
face  to  a  volume,  which  of  all  others  in  our  language  will  speak  mostplair- 
ly  and  unequivocally  for  itself ;  but  he  has  thought  it  his  duty  to  look  be- 
yond the  denunciations  of  the  factious  cabals  of  the  day,  and  pay  to  exalted 
worth,  that  tribute  of  respect  and  gratitude,  which  will  be  acknowledged 
just  by  impartial  posterity. 


The  following  is  inserted  from  the  Patriot  of  April  Tth,  as  explanatory  to 
the  introduction  to  the  first  letter — It  may  serve  also  as  an  epitome  of  the 
abuse  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  a  specimen  of  the  style,  bating  some  of  its 
coarseness,exhibited  by  all  our  public  papers,emphaticallycalledjEn^/w/z. 
EXTRjICT 
From  the  Baltimore  Federal  Refmblican. 
"  Mr.  JOHN  ADAMS'  LETTER. 
*'  Mr.  Adams  never  was  a  favorite  with  the  leading  men  of  the  federal 
party.    He  was  not  selected  by  them  as  the  federal  candidate  for  the 
Presidency  in  1796  ;    for  they  were  sensible  that  he  had  neither  abilities 
nor  discretion  to  lead  a  party,  much  less  to  govern  a  nation.    They  had 
turned  their  eyes  to  Mr.  Jay  and  would  have  nominated  him  for  the  Pres- 
idency, if  Mr.  Adams  had  not  pertinaciously  insisted  upon  what  he  called 
his  fireteiuionsy   and  declared  that  upon  no  terms  would  he  withdraw. 
The  federal  gentlemen  knowing  his  popularity  in  Massachusetts,  and  un- 
willing to  risk  the  consequences  of  division,  ceased  to  oppose  him,  predict- 
ing at  the  same  time  that  he  would  ruin  the  party.     This  prediction  has 
been  accomplished.    The  federal  party  was  considered  responsible  for  his 
acts,  some  of  which  were  of  a  nature  to  bring  odium  and  ridicule  upon  any 
administration.    We  need  only  instance  the  mission  to  France  in  1799. — 
The  heads  of  departments  remonstrated  against  his  measures,  when  the 
passionate  and  obstinate  old  man  abused  them  in  the  grossest  terms  and 
dismissed  them  from  office.    Such  is  the  nature  of  Mr.  Adams'  connection 
with  the  federal  party.    He  obtruded  himself  upon  them,  and  then  adopt- 
ed measures  to  which  they  were  opposed,  but  for  which  they  were  made 
responsible,  and  thus  destroyed  the  influence  of  the  party.'* 


CORRESPONDENCE 


OF    THE 


LATE  PRESIDENT  ADAMS 


LETTER  L 

To  the  Printsrs  of  the  Bojion  Pairioi\, 
Sirs, 

I  WAS  glad  to  see  in  your  paper  of  the  7th  of 
this  month,  the  extract  from  the  Baltimore  Federal  Re- 
publican^ for  many  reasons,  which  may  be  explained  in 
due  time ;  one  or  two  may  be  stated  now. 

1.  I  was  pleased  with  the  candid  acknowledgment, 
that  "  Mr.  Adams  never  was  a  favorite  with  the  leading 
men  of  the  federal  party."  The  words  leading  men  will 
require  fome  explanation,  and  fome  limitations  and  reflric- 
tions,  which  may  hereafter  appear.  But  in  general,  this 
is  a  truth  which  1  have  known  for  twenty  years,  though 
it  has  never  been  publicly  avowed,  to  my  knov/ledge, 
till  now. 

2.  I  am  happy  to  fee  what  I  confider  as  an  acknow- 
ledgment,  that  my  unpardonable  fm  again  ft  the  federal 
party,  or  rather  againft  thofe  leading  men^  was  the  peace 
with  France  in  1800:  an  event  which  has  given  this 
country  eight  years  of  its  moft  fplendid  profperity.  The 
writer  mentions  the  miffion  to  France  in  1799,  as  amea- 
fure  which  brought  odium  and  ridicule  on  my  ad minift ra- 
tion. If  you  will  allow  me  a  little  room  in  your  Patriot, 
T   may  hereafter  produce  proof?  to  the  fatJsfaction  «f 


the  public,  that  this  meafure  was  neither  odious  nor  ridi- 
culous. At  this  time  I  will  only  fend  you  a  communica- 
tion from  Gen.  Washington,  by  which  it  will  appear 
that  the  fubject  was  not  feen  by  that  great  ornament  of 
his  conntry  in  the  iame  light  in  which  this  writer  sees  it. 

Mount  Vernc?iy  \ft  Feb.  1799. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  letter  herewith  enclofed,  from  Mr.  Joel  Barlow, 
though  of  old  date,  came  to  my  hands  only  yefterday.  I 
have  coticeived  it  to  be  my  duty  to  tranfmit  it  to  you 
without  delay  and  without  a  comment,  except  that  it 
mud  have  been  written  with  a  very  good  or  a  very  bad 
defign — ^which  of  the  two,  you  can  judge  better  than  I. 
For,  from  the  known  abilities  of  that  gentleman,  fuch  a 
letter  could  not  be  the  refult  of  ignorance,  in  him^  nor 
from  the  implications  which  are  to  be  found  in  it,  has  it 
been  written  without  the  privity  of  the  French  Directory. 
It  is  incumbent  on  me  to  add,  that  I  have  not  been  in 
the  habit  of  correfponding  with  Mr.  Barlow.  The  letter 
now  forwarded  is  the  firfl  I  ever  received  from  him  :  and 
to  him  I  have  never  written  one.  If  then  you  fliould  be 
of  opinion  that  his  is  calculated  to  bring  on  negociatioa.. 
upon  open,  fair  and  honorable  ground,  and  merits  a  re- 
ply, and  will  inftruct  me  as  to  the  tenor  of  it,  I  fhall  with 
pleafure  and  alacrity  obey  yuur  orders  :  more  efpeeially  if 
there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  it  would  become  a  mean, 
however  fmall,  of  reftoring  peace  and  tranquility  to  the 
United  States,  upon  juft,  honorable  and  dignified  terms, 
which  lam  perfuaded  is  the  ardent  defire  of  all  the  friends 
cf  this  rifing  Empire.  With  great  confideration  and  re- 
fpect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  fir,  your  moft  obedient 
and  very  humble  fervant, 

G.  WASHINGTON, 
y,  Adams^  Preftdent  of  the  ? 
United  States.  \ 


The  letter  from  Mr.  Barlow,  enclofed  in  General 
Washington's,  is  in  tjiefe  words  : 

Paris^  id  Oct.   1798. 
Sir, 

On  hearing  of  your  late  nomination  as  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  American  arniies,  I  rejoice  at  it,  not  becaufe 
I  believe  the  war  which  that  nomination  contemplates  is 
yet  inevitable,  and  that  it  will  furnifh  an  occafion  for  a 
further  difplay  of  your  military  talents,  but  becaufe  it  may 
enable  you  to  exert  your  influence  to  a  greater  effect,  in 
preventing  the  war.  By  becoming  more  the  centre  of  in- 
formation than  you  could  be  in  your  retirement,  you  will 
be  better  able  to  judge  of  the  difpofitions  of  both  countries, 
and  to  offer  fuch  counfels  to  your  government  as  may 
tend  to  remove  the  obftacles  that  will  oppofe  themfelves 
to  a  reconciliation.-^  \\' ere  you  now  Prefident  of  the 
United  States,  I  fhould  not  addrefs  you  this  letter,  be- 
€aufe,  not  knowing  my  inclination  for  the  tranquility  of  a 
retired  life,  you  might  think  that  I  was  feeking  a  place,  or 
had  fome  farther  object  in  view,  than  the  fimple  one  of 
promoting  peace  between  the  two  republics.  But  I  hope, 
under  prefect  circumflances,  that  you  will  believe  my 
motive  to  be  pure  and  unmixed,  and  that  the  object  of 
my  letter  is  to  call  your  attention  to  the  true  flate  of 
facts. 

Perhaps  few  men,  who  cannot  pretend  to  have  been  in 
the  fecrets  of  either  government,  are  in  a  better  fituation 
than  rayfelf  to  judge  of  the  motives  of  both  ;  to  afTign 
the  true  caufes,  and  trace  out  the  progrefs  of  their  unhap- 
py mifunderltanding,  or  to  appreciate  their  prefent  difpo- 
litions,  pretenfions  and  wifhes.  I  am  certain  there  is 
none  who  labors  more  fincerely  for  the  refloration  of  har- 
mony, upon  terms  honorable  to  the  United  States  and 
advantageous  to  the  cause  of  liberty. 

I  will  not  in  this  place,  go  over  the  hiftory  of  paft 
tranfactions.  It  would  be  of  little  ufe. — The  object  is  to 
feize  the  malady  in  its  prefent  flate  and  try  to  arrefl  its 
progrefs.  The  difpute  at  this  moment,  may  be  character- 
ized (imply  aud  literally  speaking,  a  viifunderflanding. — 1 


cannot  perfuade  my(elf  to  give  it  a  harfher  name,  as  it  ap- 
plies to  either  government.     It  is  clear  that  neither  of 
them  has  an  intereft  in  going  to  war  with  the  other,  and 
I  am  equally  convinced  that  neither  of  them  has  the  in- 
clination ;  that  is,  I  believe  the  balance  of  inclination  as 
well  as  of  intercfl,  on  both  fides,  is  in  favor  of  peace.     But 
each  government,  though  fenfible  of  this  truth  with  re- 
fpect  to  itfelf,  is  ignorant  of  it  with  refpecl  to  the  other. 
Each  believes  the  other  determined  on  war,  and  afcribes 
ail  its  conduct  to  a  deep-rooted  hollihty.     The  lead  they 
can  do,  therefore,  under  this  imprefrion,is  to  prepare  for  an 
event  which  they  both  believe  inevitable,  while  they  both 
vvilh  to  avoid  it.     But  by  what  fatality  is  it  that  a  calami- 
ty fo  dreadful  muft  be  rendered  inevitable  becaufe  it  is 
thought  fo  ?  Both  governments  have  tongues  and  both 
have  ears.     Why  will  they  not  fpeak  ?  Why  will  they 
not  hften  ?  The  caufes  that  have  hitherto  prevented  them 
lire  not  difficult  to  affign.     I  could  eafily  explain  them, 
as  I  believe,  to  the  fatisfactjon  of  both  parties,  and  without 
throwing  fo  much  blame  on  either  government,  as  each 
of  them  at  prefent  afcribes  to  the  other.     But  I  will  avoid 
fpeaking  of  any  pail  provocation  on  either  fide.     The 
point  that  I  wifli  to  eflabliih  in  your  mind 'is,  that  the 
French  Dire^ory  is  at  prefent  fmcerely  defirous  of  re- 
ftoring  harmony  between  this  country  and  the  United 
States,  on  terms  honorable  and  advantageous  to  both 
parties.     I  wiili  to  convince  you  of  this,  and  through  you^ 
the  American  government ;  becaufe  that  government  be- 
ing defn-oas  of  the  fame  thing,  would  not  fail  to  take  fuch 
iteps  as  would  lead  immediately  to  the  objeiSl. 

In  offering  you  my  proofs  of  the  prefent  difpofition  on 
this  fide,  you  will  permit  me  to  obferve,  that  fome  of  them 
are  from  their  nature  incapable  of  being  detailed,  and 
others  improper  to  be  trufted  to  the  cafualtics  of  a  letter. 
. — But  I  will  mention  a  few  that  are  oftenfible,  and  so  faa 
as  they  go  undeniable.  Firil,  the  Direciory  has  ^declared 
that  it  will  receive  and  treat  with  any  Miniiier  from 
Americi\,  who  fhiiU  appear  to  be  fent  with  a  fmcere  in- 
:q4itJon  of  treating  apd  ter^iinating  exifting  difficulties- 


1  have  no  doubt  but  this  was  the  intention  when  the  laft 
Envoys  were  fent :  but  from  fome  unfortunate  circum- 
ftances  the  Diredlory  did  not  believe  it.     Second,  as  a 
preliminary,  it  has  been  declared  that  in  the  negociation 
there  fhall  be  no  queftion  of  loans  of  money,  or  apologies 
for.olFenfivc  fpeeches  pronounced  by  the  executive  on 
either  fide.     Third,  all  commilTions  given  to  privateers  in 
the  Weft-Indies  are  recalled,  and  when  new  commiffions 
are  ilTued,  the  owners  and  commanders  are  to  be  reftricted 
under  bonds,  to  the  legal  o!  jed  of  capture. — ^Fourth,  an 
embargo  that  was  laid  on- American  fhips  within  the  re- 
public, in  confequence  of  a  report  that  war  had  been  be- 
gun on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  was  taken  off  as 
loon  as  it  was  afcertained  that  fuch  war  had  not  been  be- 
gun.    And  a  new  declaration  was  at  the  fame  time  fent 
to  America  of  the  wifhes  of  France  to  treat.     Thefe  facts 
will  doubtlefs  come  to  your  knowledge  through  other 
channels,  before  you  receive  this  letter.     But  there  are 
other  fa£ls  which  in  my  mind  are  equally  clear,  though 
to  you  will  be  deftitute  of  corroborating  circumftances 
and  muft  reft  on  my  own  information  and  opinion,     ift. 
That  this  government  contemplates  a  juft  indemnity  for 
fpoliations  on  American  commerce,  to  be  afcertained  by 
commiflioners  in  a  manner  fimilar  to  the  one  prefcribed 
in  our  treaty  with  England.     2d.  That  the  legillatiou 
will  foon  be  changed  here  with  refpeQ  to  neutrals,  and 
that  all  flags  will  be  put  on  the  footing  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions.    3d.  That  a  public  agent  would  have  been  named 
and  fent  to  Philadelphia  foon  after  Mr.  Gerry's  departure- 
were  it  not  for  the  apprehenfions  that  he  would  not  have 
been  received.     There  was  a  doubt  whether  the  Ameri- 
can government  would  not  have  already  taken  fuch  mea- 
fures  of  hoftility  as  to  be  unwilling  to  liften  to  terms  of 
accommodation,  and  the  Directory  did  not  choofe  to 
rifque  the  chance  of  feeing  its  offers  refufed.     4th.  That 
the  Direftory  confiders  thefe  declarations  and  tranfac- 
tions  as  a  fufficient  overture  on  its  part.     That  it  has  rs- 
treated  to  an  open  ground  that  is  quite  unfufpicious. 
That  a  refufal  on  the  part  of  the  American  governmcB" 


to  meet  on  this  ground,  will  be  followed- by  immediate 
war,  and  that  it  will  be  a  war  of  the  mod  terrible  and 
vindidive  kind. 

This,  fir,  is  my  view  of  the  prefent  (late  of  fa£ts- 
Should  it  make  that  impreffion  on  your  mind,  which  I  de- 
fire  for  the  fake  of  humanity  that  it  may,  you  will  judge 
whether  it  does  not  comport  with  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  and  the  dignity  of  their  government, 
to  fend  another  minifler  to  form  new  treaties  with  the 
French  republic.  In  a  war  tliere  is  ckarly  nothing  to  be 
gained  by  us,  not  even  honor.— Honor  indeed  may  be 
faved  by  war,  and  fo  it  may  be  by  negociation.  But  the 
calamities  infeparable  from  a  war  of  this  kind,  and  under 
prefent  circumftances,  would  be  incalculable.  I  do  not 
fay  that  the  United  States  or  any  portion  of  them  would 
be  conquered  ;  but  they  would  facrifice  great  numbers  of 
their  beil  citizens,  burthen  themfelves  with  four  times 
their  prefent  debt,  overturn  the  pureft  fyftem  of  morals, 
and  lofe  the  faireft  opportunity  that  ever  a  nation  had  of  ai 
rifmg  to  greatnefs  and  happinefs  on  the  balls  of  liberty.      ' 

Were  I  writing  to  a  young  General,  whofe  name  was 
ftill  to  be  created,  I  might  deem  it  ufelefs  to  alk  him  to 
ftifle  in  its  birth  a  war  on  which  he  had  founded  his  hopes 
of  future  honors.  But  you,  fir,  having  already  earned 
and  acquired  all  thofe  that  can  render  a  man  great  and 
happy,  can  furely  have  no  objeft  of  ambition  but  to  ren- 
der your  country  fo.  To  engage  your  influence  in  favor 
ot  a  new  attempt  at  negociation,  I  thought  it  only  necef- 
fary  to  convince  you  that  fuch  an  attempt  would  be  well 
received  here,  and  probably  attended  with  fuccefs.  I  can 
do  no  more  than  affure  you  that  this  is  my  fmcere  opin- 
ion, and  that  my  information  is  drawn  from  unfufpected 
fources. 

I  am  not  accuflomed  to  interpofe  my  advice  in  the  ad- 
minillration  of  any  country,  and  fliould  not  have  done  it 
•now,  did  I  not  believe  it  my  duty  as  a  citizen  of  my  own, 
and  a  friend  to  all  others.  I  fee  two  great  nations  rufh- 
ing  on  each  others  bayonets,  without  any  other  caufe  of 
contention  bur  a  mifunderflanding.     I  fliudder  at  the 


profpect  and  wifli  to  throw  myrelf  between  the  vans,  and 
fafpend  the  onfet,  till  a  word  of  explanation  can  pafs.  I 
hope  my  letter  will  have  thrown  forae  light  upon  the 
fubject ;  but  if  it  fhall  not,  I  hope  you  will  excufe  the  at- 
tempt, for  you  know  my  zeal  is  honeft.  I  have  the  hon- 
or to  be,  fir,  'vith  great  refpect,  your  moft  obedient  and 
mod  humble  fervant, 

JOEL  BARLOW, 
To  Gen»  Wafhington. 

Neither  Mr.  Barlow's  letter  nor  General  Wafhington's 
©pinion  would  have  influenced  me  to  nominate  a  minifler, 
if  I  had  not  received  abundant  affurances  to  the  fame  effeft 
from  regular  diplomatic  fources.  I,  however,  confidered 
General  Wafhington's  queflion  whether  Mr.  Barlow's 
was  written  with  a  very  good  or  a  very  bad  defign ;  and 
as  with  all  my  jealoufy  I  had  not  fagacity  enough  to  dif- 
cover  the  fmallefl  room  for  fufpicion  of  any  ill  defign,  I 
frankly  concluded  that  it  wa$  written  with  a  very  good 
one.  ^ 

From  General  Wafhington's  letter  it  appears,  ift; 
That  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  reftoration  of  peace  upon 
juft,  honorable  and  dignified  terms,  was  the  ardent  de- 
fire  of  all  the  friends  of  this  rifmg  empire.  2d.  That  he 
thought  negociation  might  be  brought  on,  upon  open, 
fair  and  honorable  ground.  3d.  That  he  was  fo  defirous 
of  peace,  that  he  was  willing  to  enter  into  correfpondence 
with  Mr.  Barlow,  a  private  gentleman,  without  any  vifi- 
ble  credentials  or  public  charader,  or  refponfibility  to 
either  government,  in  order  to  bring  on  a  public  negoci- 
ation. Gen.  Wafhington,  therefore,  could  not  confider 
the  negociation  odious, 

JOHN  ADAMS, 

^mc/f  April  10 J  1809. 
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LETTER  11.  ( 

THE  inftitution  of  an  embafsy  to  France  in  1 799, 
was  made  upon  principle,  and  in  conformity  to  a  fyilem 
of  foreign  affairs,  formed  upon  long  deliberation,  eflab- 
lifhed  in  my  mind,  and  amply  opened,  explained  and  fup- 
ported  in  Congrefs,  that  is  a  fydem  of  eternal  Neutrality, 
if  pofTible,  in  all  the  wars  of  Europe,  at  lead  eighteen 
years  before  Prefident  Wafliington's  Proclamation  of  Neu- 
trality in  1794. — For  the  truth  of  the  antiquity  of  this 
fyftem,  I  appeal  to  Judge  Chafe,  who  made  the  firfl  mo- 
tion in  Congrefs  for  entering  into  foreign  relations.  This 
motion  was  made  in  concert  with  me,  and  was  feoonded 
by  me.  If  I  am  incorrect  in  any  circumftance,  that  gen- 
tleman can  fet  me  right.  And  here  I  feel  a  pride  in  ac- 
knowledging that  perhaps  no  two  Members  of  Congrefs 
were  at  that  time  upon  more  intimate  terms.  We  flick- 
ered, difputed,  and  wrangled  in  public  and  private,  but  al- 
ways with  a  fpecies  of  good  humor  that  never  was  fuffer- 
ed  to  diminifh  the  confidence,  efteem,  or  affection  of 
either  in  the  other.  I  have  long  wiflied  for  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity of  tranfmitting  to  pofterity  my  humble  teftimony 
to  the  virtues  and  talents  of  that  able  and  upright  magif- 
trate  and  llatefman. 

Our  fyftem  was  to  form  Treaties  of  Commerce  with 
France,  Spain,  Holland,  and  all  the  other  Nations  of  Eu- 
rope, even  with  England  herfelf,  upon  a  footing  of  entire 
equality :  but  by  no  means  to  form  any  political  or  mili- 
tary connections  with  any  power  in  Europe,  or  engage 
in  any  hoftilities  againft  any,  unlefs  driven  to  them  by  ne- 
ceility  to  fupport  our  independence  and  honor,  or  our  juft 
and  neceffary  interefts.  In  what  manner  and  by  whofe 
means  this  plan  has  ever  been  abandoned  in  any  degree,  I 
could  detail  from  ftep  to  ftep,  but  it  would  require  a  vol- 
ume, and  is  not  neceffary  here.  It  has  never  been  forgot- 
ten by  me,  but  the  reditude  and  wifdom  of  it  has  been 
confirmed  by  every  year's  and  day's  experience  from  177^ 
to  1799,  and  indeed  to  1809. 


This  introdudlon  will  be  called  pompous,  no  doubt, 
and  it  will  be  thought  an  aftonifhing  inftance  of  the  ba- 
thos, to  defcend  from  Judge  Chafe  to  Mr.  Logan,  but  my 
plan  requires  it. 

With  this  fyftem  clear  in  my  head,  and  deeply  imprelT- 
ed  upon  my  heart,  it  was  with  the  utmofl  relu6lance  that 
I  found  myfelf  under ^  necefTity  in  1798,  of  having  re- 
courfe  to  hoflilities  againfl  France.  But  the  conduct  o£ 
that  government  had  been  fo  unjuft,  arbitrary  and  info- 
lent,  as  to  become  intolerable.  I  therefore  animated  this 
nation  to  war ;  determined,  however,  to  liften  to  every 
propofal,  and  embrace  the  firfl:  opportunity  to  refloie 
peace,  whenever  it  could  be  done  confiftently  with  the 
honor  and  interefl  of  the  country.  In  this  fpirit  I  gave 
all  due  attention  and  confideration  to  Gen.  Wafhington's 
and  Mr.  Barlow's  letter :  nor  was  I  wholly  inattentive  to 
a  multitude  of  other  circumftances,  fome  of  which  fhall 
be  mentioned. 

Perhaps  at  no  period  of  our  connection  with  France 
has  there  ever  been  fuch  a  flood  of  private  letters  from 
that  country  to  this,  as  in  the  winter  1798  and  1799. 
The  contents  of  many  of  them  were  diredly  or  indiredly 
communicated  to  me.  They  were  all  in  a  fimilar  drain 
with  that  of  Mr.  Barlow,  that  the  French  government 
had  changed  their  ground,  and  were  fmcerely  difpofed  to 
negociation  an  accommodation.  I  will  inftance  only 
two.  Mr.  Codman^  of  Bofton,  wrote  largely  and  explicitly 
to  his  friends  to  the  fame  purpofe,  and  his  worthy  brother, 
the  late  Mr.  yohn  Codnian^  of  Bofton,  not  only  communi- 
cated to  me  the  fubftance  of  his  brother's  letters  but  thank- 
ed me,  in  warm  terms,  for  opening  a  negociation  ;  and 
added,  that  every  true  friend  of  this  country  who  was  not 
poifoned  with  party  fpirit,  would  thank  me  for  it  and  fup- 
port  me  in  it.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Cuttings  a  Conful  in 
France,  under  Prefident  WajhingtorUz  appointment,  and 
a  fenfible  man,  wrote  almoft  as  largely  as  Mr.  Barlow^ 
and  to  the  fame  efFedl. 

I  fliall  conclude  this  letter  with  another  anecdote.  Mr. 
Logan,  of  Philadelphia,  a  gentleman  of  fortune  and  edu- 
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caiion,  and  certainly  not  deflitute  of  abilities,  who  had  for 
fevcral  years  been  a  member  of  the  Let^nnature  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  and  has  (ince  been  afenator  of  the  United  States, 
though  I  knew  he  had  been  one  of  the  old  conlUtutlonal 
party  in  thnt  ftate,  and  a  zealous  difciple  of  that  democrat- 
ical  ichool,  whicli  has  propagated  many  errors  in  Amer- 
ica, and,  perhaps,  many  tragical  cataftrophies  in  Europe, 
went  to  France,  either  with  the  pretext  or  the  real  defign 
ofimproving  his  knowledge  in  agriculture  and  feeing  the 
practice  of  it  in  that  country.     1  had  no  reafon  to  believe 
him  a  corrupt  character  or  deric:c  in  in  memory  or  verac- 
ity.    Alter  his  return,  he  called  upon  me,  and  in  a  polite 
and  refpcctful  manner  informed  me  that  he  had  been  hon- 
ored with   converfations  with  Talleyrand,  who  had  been 
well  acquainted  with  mc,  and  repeatedly  entertained  at 
my  houl'e,  and  now  vifited  me  at  his  requefl  to  exprefs,  to 
me  the  defire  of  the  Diredory  as  well  as  his  own,  to  ?ic- 
commodate  all  difputes  with  America,  and  to  forget  all 
that  was  paft ;  to  requefl  me  to   fend   a  minifter  from 
America,  or  to  give  credentials  to  fome  one  already  in 
Europe,  to  treat ;  and  to  aflure  me  that  my  minifter  fliould 
be  received,  and  all  difputes  accommodated  in  a  manner 
that  would  be  fatisfadory  to  me  and  my  country.     I  knew 
the  magical  words.  Democrat  and  Jacobin,  were  enough 
to  dellroy  the  credibility  of  any  witnefs  with  fome  people. 
But  not  ih  with  me.     1  faw  marks  of  candor  and  finceri- 
ty  in  this  relation  that  convin  ed  me  of  its  truth. 

But  the  teltimonies  of  Mr.  Codman,  Mr.  Cutting,  Mr. 
Barlow,  and  Mr.  Logan,  and  all  other  private  communi- 
<'ations,  though  they  might  convince  my  own  mind,  would 
have  had  no  influence  to  difpofe  me  to  nominate  a  minif- 
ter, if  I  had  not  received  authentic,  regular,  official,  diplo- 
matic aflinanccs,  which  may  be  fent  you  in  another  letter. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

S^uiucy,  ylpriJ^  1809. 
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LETTER  III. 

FROM  Mr.  Murray,  the  American  Minifter  at  the 
Hague,  who  had  been  appointed  by  Preiident  Wafliing- 
ton,  I  received  aflurances  from  the  French  government 
fimilar  to  thofe  in  Mr.  Barlow's  letter  and  fo  many  others. 
They  were  conveyed  from  the  French  Directory  to  Mr. 
Pichon,  Secretary  of  Legation  andCliarge  des  Affaires  of 
the  French  Republic  near  the  Batavian  Republic,  in  the 
abfence  of  the  French  AmbaiTador,  by  him  ofiicially  com- 
municated to  Mr.  Murray  and  by  him  to  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States.  Ihe  communication  was  in  thefe 
woids  : — 

[Tran/lationr\ 
Exterior  Rklations. 

3d    DIVI1.I0N,  LIIiEK'J'r.  F.0UALI7J'-, 

N    B.  The  ^ood  order  of  the  Corres-  j,^,^^^^^  ^^J^^-  ,/^^.  ^ 

nnndence  reiiuires,  the  answer  should  re-  3  /\  >      ,      .,,  w  >•..*,   ( 

ate  the  number  of  the  division  above  in-  >  ^'''V)  rL'^  ^  C 

dicated.  ^'''"'  ^^''^^''^"•^-  -> 

Paris,  the  7th  Vendimaire,  of  the  7th  yearc.f  the  ^ 

French  Republic,  one  and  indivisible.  j 

The  Minifter  of  Exterior  Relatio7is  to  Citi::^en  Pichon^ 
Secretary  of  Legatioji  of  the  French  Republic^  near  the 
Bat  avian  Republic, 

I  have  received  fucceflively,  citizen,  your  letters  of  the 
2 2d  and  23d  Frudidore.  They  afford  me  more  and 
more  reafon  to  be  pleafed  with  the  mcafure  you  have 
adopted  to  detail  to  me  your  converfations  with  Mr.  Mur- 
ray. Thefe  converfations,  at  lirft  merely  friendly,  have 
acquired  confiftency  by  the  fandion  I  have  given  to  them, 
by  my  letter  of  the  eleventh  Frudidore.  I  do  not  regret 
that  you  have  trufled  to  Mr.  Murray's  honor  a  copy  of 
my  letter.  It  was  intended  for  you  only,  and  contains 
nothing  but  what  is  conformable  to  the  intentions  of  gov- 
ernment. I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  floould  explana- 
tions take  place ^  ivith  confidence^  between  the  two  Cabinets 
irritation  would  ceafe  ;  a  croud  cf  mifundcrflandings  would 
dif appear  ;  and  the  tics  of friendjhip  would  be  more  fir  on gh 
united^  as  each  painty  would  dif  cover  the  hand  which  fought 
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io  difunlte  them.  But  I  will  not  conceal  from  you  that 
ycur  letters  of  the  2d  and  3d  Vendimaire,  jufl  received, 
furprife  me  much.  What  Mr.  Muiray  is  ftill  dubious  of, 
has  been  very  explicitly  declared  even  before  the  Prefi- 
dent's  meluigeto  Congrefs,  of  the  3dMeflidore,  (sift  of 
June)  laft,  was  known  in  France.  I  had  written  it  to  Mr. 
Gerry,  namely,  on  the  24th  Meflidore,  and  the  4th 
Meffidore.  I  did  repeat  it  to  him  before  he  fat  out.  A 
whole  paragraph  of  my  letter  to  you  of  the  j  ith  Fru6ti- 
dore,  of  which  Mr.  Murry  has  a  copy,  is  devoted  to  devel- 
ope  flill  more  the  fixed  determination  of  the  French  Re- 
public. According  to  thefe  bafes  you  were  right  to  afiert 
that  whatever  Plenipotentiary  the  government  of  the  United 
States  might  fend  to  France^  to  put  an  end  to  the  exifiing  dif 
ferejices  betzveen  the  two  countries^  would  be  undoubtedly 
received  with  the  refpect  due  to  the  reprefentative  of  a  free  ^ 
independent^  and  powerful  nation.  I  cannot  perfuade  my- 
felf,  citizen,  that  the  American  Government  need  any 
further  declarations  from  us  to  induce  them,  in  order  to 
renew  the  negociations,  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  would 
be  fuggefted  to  them,  by  their  defire  to  bring  the  differ- 
ences to  a  peaceable  end.  If  mifunderflandings  on  both 
fides  have  prevented  former  explanations  from  reaching 
that  end,  it  is  prefumable  that  thefe  mifunderflandings 
being  done  away,  nothing,  henceforth,  will  bring  obfla- 
cles  to  the  reciprocal  difpofitions.  The  Prefident's  in- 
flrudions  to  his  envoys  at  Paris,  which  I  have  only  known 
by  the  copy  given  you  by  Murray,  and  received  by  me 
the  2ifl  MeiTidore,  (9th  July)  announce,  if  they  contain 
the  w^hole  of  the  American  government's  intentions,  and 
difpofitions,  which  could  only  have  added  to  thofe  which 
the  diredory  has  ahvays  entertained ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  poflerior  a£ts  of  that  government,  notwithflanding 
the  irritating  and  almoft  hoftile  meafures  they  have  ^^o'^X.- 
edy  the  Diredory  h2iS  manifefted  its  perfeverance  in  the 
fentiments  which  are  depofited  both  in  my  correfpondence 
with  Mr.  Gerry,  and  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  1  ith 
Fruclidore,  and  which  I  have  herein  before  repeated  in 
the  mofl  explicit  manner.     Carry,  therefore,  citizen,  to 
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Mr.  Murray,  thofe  pofitive  expreflions,  in  order  to  con- 
viiice  him  of  our  fincerity,  and  prevail  upon  him  to  tranf- 
nut  them  to  his  government. 

I  prefume,  citizen,  that  this  letter  will  find  you  at  the 
Hague  ;  if  not,  I  afk  it  may  be  fent  back  to  you  at  Paris. 
Salute  and  fraternity, 
(Signed)  CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

This  letter  was  tranfmitted  by  Mr.  Murray  to  the 
American  government,  and  I  own  1  am  not  acquainted 
with  any  words,  either  in  the  French  or  Englifh  language, 
which  could  have  expreffed  in  a  more  folemn,  a  more 
explicit,  or  a  more  decided  manner  aflurances  of  all  that 
I  had  demanded  as  conditions  of  negociaticn.  Hjw 
could  I  get  rid  of  it,  with  honor,  or  even  without  infamy  f 
If  ever  there  was  a  regular  diplomatic  communication, 
this  was  one.  The  diplomatic  organs  were  all  perfect 
and  complete.  Mr.  Pichon  was  well  known  at  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  had  refided  fome  years  in  a  public  em- 
ployment in  the  family  of  the  French  ambaffador,  as  a 
refpedtable  man  and  a  man  of  letters.  He  was  now  Sec- 
retary of  Legation,  held  a  commiflion  from  his  fovereign 
as  much  as  a  minifter  plenipotentiary  ;  and  every  fecre- 
tary  of  legation  in  the  abfence  of  his  principal, minifter, 
is,  of  courfe.  Charge  des  affaires  ;  and  the  ads  of  a 
Charge  des  affaires  are  as  official,  as  legal  and  authentic, 
as  thofe  of  an  Ambaffador  Extraordinary. 

In  what  other  manner  could  Mr.  Talleyrand  have 
tranfmitted  the  affurances  demanded  ?  He  had  commu- 
nicated them  to  Mr.  Gerry,  but  was  defirous  of  fending 
them  by  another  way,  that  he  might  increafe  the  chances 
of  their  arrival.  At  war  with  England,  he  could  not  fend 
them  to  Mr.  King.  If  he  had  lent  them  to  Madrid  to 
Col.  Humphreys,  there  was  no  probability  of  their  arriv- 
ing in  America  fo  foon  as  through  Holland.  If  he  had 
fent  them  to  Berlin,  to  Mr.  Adams,  the  courfe  would 
have  been  ftill  more  circuitous  and  the  probability  much 
greater  of  long  delay  and  uncertain  arrival.  If  he  had 
fent  them  to  Mr.  Smith,    at  Lifbon,   there  would  have 
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been  the  lame  difficulties.  Of  all  the  diplomatic  organs, 
therefore  in  Europe,  he  chofe  the  bed,  the  fhorteft,  the 
fafefl:  and  the  moft  certain. 

Mr.  Gerry's  Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Nan- 
talket  Road,  Odober  the  ift,  1798,  confirmed  thefe  af^ 
furances  beyond  all  doubt,  in  my  mind,  and  his  converfa- 
tions  with  me,  at  my  own  houfe,  in  Quincy,  if  any  thing 
further  had  been  wanting,  would  have  corroborated  the 
whole.  As  I  have  not  a  copy  of  that  gentleman's  letter, 
if  he  (hould  chance  to  read  this  paper,  I  afk  the  favor  of 
him  to  publifh  copies  of  his  letter  and  of  Mr.  Talleyrand's 
letters  to  him,  and,  if  he  pleafes,  to  repeat  the  affurances 
he  gave  me  in  converfation.  This  gentleman's  merit  in 
this  tranfadion  was  very  great.  They  have  been  treated 
like  all  his  other  facrifices,  fcrvices  and  fufferings  in  the 
caufe  of  his  country. 

If,  with  all  this  information,  I  had  refufed  to  inftitute  a 
negociation  or  had  not  perfevered  in  it,  after  it  was  in- 
ftituted,  I  fhould  have  been  degraded  in  my  own  eflima^ 
tion  as  a  man  of  honor  ;  I  flipuld  have  difgraced  the  na- 
tion I  reprefented,  in  their  own  opinion  and  in  the  judg- 
ment of  all  Europe. 


Quincy^  Aprils    1809, 


JOHN  ADAMS. 


To  Mejfrs.  Everett  ^  Munroe^   Editors    of  the  Bojlon 

Patriot. 
Gentlfmen, 

HIS  excellency,  Mr.  Adams,  late  Prefident  of  the 
United  States,  having  expreffed  in  the  Bojion  Patriot  of 
yeilerday,  a  defire  that  I  would  publifh  copies  of  my  let- 
ter to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  'Nantajket  Road^  Octo- 
ber I,  1798,  and  of  the  letters  of  M.  Talleyrand  to  my- 
felf,  together  with  his  affurances,  communicated  by  me  to 
the  Prefident,  in  converfation;  in  compliance  with  the 
Prefident's  requeft,  I  now  fend  you  the  copies  referred  to, 
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and  (hall  tranfmit  the  "  aflurances*'  in  time  for  publica- 
tion.    Your  obt.  fer'vt. 

E.  GERRY. 

Ca??ibHdge,  2yth  Aprils  1809. 

Extrads  from  the  Letter  of  Mr.  Gerry  to  Timothy  Picker- 
ings Efq.  Secretary  of  State^  dated  Nantafhet  Roads ^  \Ji 
October  s   1798. 

When  I  left  the  United  States  in  Auguft,  1797,  ^^ 
citizens  in  general  appeared  to  be  earneftly  defirous  of  a 
reconciliation  with  France,  on  terms  confiftent  with  the 
honor,  intereft  and  welfare  of  the  two  republics  ;  thefe, 
beinq-  free  from  claims  and  controverfies  in  regard  to  ter- 
ritory,   boundaries,    and    many   matters  which  embroil 
ftates ;  and  from  competitions  relative  to  their  produc- 
tions, manufactures,  and  commerce,  had  a  mutual  and 
manifeft    intereft  in  the  renewal  of  their  commercial  and 
friendly  intercourie  with  each  other.     Nature  feemed  to 
have  entitled  the  United  States,  in  their  remote  fituation 
to  the  peaceable  purfuit  of  their  induftry,  by  means  where- 
of, in  its  various  branches,  their  wealth  and  power  were 
rapidly  increafing  ;  and  to  an  exemption  from  the  con- 
flids  of  Europe  \  which,  involving  them,  would  check 
their  population,  drain  their  refources,  and  enfure  their 
poverty.     On  a  candid  inveftigation  then  of  the  caufes  of 
the  unhappy  differences  betv^^een  the  two  governments,  on 
a  difpofition  to  correal  errors,  to  which  all  governments 
are  more  or  lefs  liable,  and  on  their  mutual  refolution  to 
reciprocate  juftice,  the  fuccefs  of  the  miffion  was  conceiv- 
ed  to  depend  ;  and  as  this  temper  marked  the  plan  of 
pacification  adopted  by  the  goveqiment  of  the  United 
States,  there  was  a  rational  profpecl  uf  fuccefs. 

On  the  26th  of  July,  I  left  Paris ;  and  from  the  beft  infor- 
mation which  I  could  obtain  relative  to  the  difpofition  of  the 
Executive  Dire£tory  (for  I  never  had  any  dired  commu- 
nication with  them)  they  vt^ere  very  defirous  of  a  recon- 
ciliation between  the  republics.  Every  impedim.ent  to  my 
departure  had  been  adopted  by  the  French  Minifter  :  and 
he  would  have  prevented  it,  had  he  fucceeded  in  his  plan 
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of  an  epiftolary  dlfcuffion  ;  his  object  was,  as  I  conceived, 
to  gain  time  for  afcertaining,  whether  the  United  States 
were  then  difpofed  to  a  treaty;  of  this  he  manifcfted 
doubts,  being  periuaded  that  their  refentment  was  too 
great  to  admit  of  it.  He  feemed  alfo  to  apprehend,  that 
in  confequence  of  the  incredible  exertions  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  the  unequivocal  evidence  ihe  had  given  of  her 
ability  to  defend  herfelf,  they  were  inclined  to  avenge  their 
injuries,  by  an  alliance  with  her  :  and  that  fhould  France 
come  forward  with  overtures,  or  the  plan  of  a  treaty,  fhe 
would  fail  therein,  and  compromit  her  honor.  I  was 
neverthelefs  of  opinion,  that  ihouid  France  be  jufl:  and  lib- 
eral in  her  meafures,  the  government  of  the  United  States 
would  flill  meet  her  on  the  ground  of  accommodation. 
My  judgment  was  the  refult  of  their  inllruftions ;  for  I 
had  never  received  any  other  official  intelligence  fince  my 
departure  from  America  :  I  have,  therefore,  uniformly 
inculcated  that  fentiment. 

Having  been  thus  in  a  fituation,  wherein,  amidft  a  fe- 
ries  of  events,  each  has  been  produdive  of  frefli  embar- 
ralTments,  I  have  invariably  purfued  what  to  me  appeared 
the  honor,  intereft  and  welfare  of  my  country,  and  been 
guided  by  the  fenfe  of  the  government,  as  far  as  I  could 
afcertain  it. 

If  the  door  is  flill  open  to  peace,  the  eftablifhment  of  it 
mufl:  be  an  happy  event  to  the  United  States,  as  it  will  ex- 
empt them  from  calamities,  which,  notwithftanding  deiu- 
five  appearances,  will  with  fhort  intervals  probably  con- 
tinue for  half  a  century,  to  exhaufl  and  depopulate 
Europe. 

Extract  from  the  letter  of  Ch,  Mau,  Talleyrand,  to  Mr. 
Gerry,  Envoy  of  the  United  States,  dated  Paris,  July  1 2 , 
1798. 

You  repeat  to  me  that  the  governmenT  of  the  United 
States  has  always  been  difpofed  to  terminate  amicably  the 
differences  which  fubfift  between  the  two  republics.  This 
frefh  affurance,  at  a  time  when  hoftile  demonflrations 
have  jufl  been  made,  could  not  but  temper  their  eiFe6l. 
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But  let  a  frank,  candid,  and  truly  amicable  a£l  fpeedily 
realize  thofe  difpofitions.     Far  from  entering  into  the  an- 
fwers  of  the  Prefident  to  the  addrelTes  which   have  been 
prefented  to  him  from  different  parts  of  the  United  States, 
whatfoever  they  may  be,  I  would  fain  behold  in  his  ex- 
preflions   nothing  but  a  political  expedient.     I  do  not 
thence  judge  lefs  favorably  of  the  true  intentions,  which 
you  profefs  in  his  name,  and  I  would  not  have  engaged 
you  to  warrant  the  fuccefs  of  the  firft  proof,  which  he 
will  render  of  them,  if  the  Executive  Diredlory,   which 
was  ready  to  receive  you,  had  not  made  a  fixed  determi- 
nation upon  the  fubjecl.     A  negotiation  may  therefore  be 
refumed  even  at  Paris,  where  I  flatter  myfelf  you  have  ob- 
fcrved  nothing  but  teftimonies  of  efteem,  and  where  eve- 
ry iinvoy  who  (hall  unite  your  advantages  cannot  fail  to 
be  well  received.— Moreover,  I  know  nor,  fir,  why  you 
tell  me  that  it  would  be  requifite  to  lop  from  this  negoci- 
ation  every  preliminary  refpeding  a  loan,  and  explana- 
tions on  the  fubjedt  of  the  fpeeches  delivered.     Be  pleaf- 
ed  to  read  over  again  the  propofilions  which  I  tranfmitted 
to  you  on  the  30th  Prairial,  [June  18,]  they  contain  all 
the  ideas  of  the  French  government ;  and  you  will  not 
find  in  them  a  word  which  juflifies  your  recurring  to  thofe 
two  queflions.     An  odious  intrigue  had  got  poflefllon  of 
them  :    the  dignity  of  the  French  government  could  not 
permit  this   mixture ;  and  it  did  not  wifh  that  views  as 
pure  as  its  own  fliould  be  alfociated  therewith  hereafter. 
As  to  the  preliminary  meafures,  which  you  fuggefl,  fir, 
the  government  has  already  anticipated  your  defire.     By 
information  which  it  has  juft  received,  it  indeed  learns 
that  violences  have  been  committed  upon  the  commerce 
and  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
on  their  coafts.     Do  it  the  juftice  to  believe,  that  it  needs 
only  to  know  the  fa^ts,  to  difavov^^  all  ads  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  the  Republic  and  its  own  decrees.     A  remedy  is 
preparing  for  it,  and  orders  will  foon  arrive  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  calculated  to  caufe  every  thing  to  return  within  its 
juft  limits,  until  an  amicable  arrangement  between  France 
4 


18 

and  the  United  States,  fhall  re-eftablifh  them  refpeftively 

in  the  enjoy  men  u  of  their  treaties. 

To  Mr.  Gerry,  Envoy  of  the  United  States, 
Prefuming,  Sir,  that  you  have  not  yet  embarked,  I  ad- 
drefs  to  you  a  decree  of  the  Executive  Diredory,  wherein 
you  will  find  a  part  of  the  mealures,  which  I  announced 
to  you  the  fourth  of  this  month.     Its  fohcitude  will  not 
be  confined  to  that.     Neutrals   in  general,  will  have  rea- 
fon  foon  to  be  convinced  of  its  firm  attachment  to  the 
principles  to  which  it  is  defirous  that  all  the  maritime  na- 
tions might  agree.     It  depends  upon  the  United  States  in 
particular,  to  caufe  every   mifunderftanding  immediately 
to  difappear   between  them  a?^d  the  French   Republic. 
Accept,  Sir,  the  affuranci  of  my  perfed  confideration. 
(Signed)  CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

ExtraSl  fnofn  a  memorandum  containing  the  fubftance  of  a 
conference  with  the  Dutch  Minifter^  the  i^th  July^ 
1798. 

Jufl  before  dinner,  the  Dutch  Minifter  called  on  me, 
and  faid,  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Talleyrand,  a  printed 
copy  of  his  letter  to  me,  dated  24th  Meflidor  (i2th  July) 
that  the  Dutch  government  took  a  friendly  part  in  the 
difputes  between  France  and  the  United  States,  and  that 
he  came  to  offer  his  fervices,  and  the  mediation  of  his 
government,  who  had  authorized  and  inftruded  him  on 
this  head. 

I  anfwered,  that  the  condu61:  of  Mr.  Talleyrand,  in 
publifhing  his  letter  to  me,  had  an  hoflile  appearance ; 
that  if  a  mediation  could  be  fuppofed  necefTary,  it  mud  be 
offered  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  :  I  had  no 
authority  to  accept  it  :  that  if  the  government  of  France 
was  fincere  in  its  declaration,  made  through  Mr.  Talley- 
rand, its  Minifter,  all  that  was  wanting  was  to  open  a  ne- 
gociation  ;  for  he  had  expreffed  a  defire  to  (how  by  trea- 
ty how  well  difpofed  France  v/as  to  put  an  end  to  thefe 
difputes  ;  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  was 
fo  reafonable,  and  jufl  in  its  demands,  that  it  could  not 
fail  to  evince  a  good  difpofition  to  a  reconciliation,  that 
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the  etiquette  of  fetting  on  foot  a  negociation  appeared  at 
prefent  to  be  the  only  embarraflment ;  more  especially  as 
the  principal  obftrudion  to  a  negociation  had  ceafed,  this 
government  having  relinquifhed  all  xiaims  of  loans  and 
reparations  on  account  of  the  Prefident's  fpeeches. 


Further  Communications  from  the  Honorable  E,  Gerrt. 

The  "  affarances"  to  which  Prefident  Adams  has  re- 
ferred, as  having  been  imparted  to  him  in  converfation, 
by  Mr.  Gerry,  are  prefumed  by  the  latter  to  have  refer- 
ence to  thofe  v^hich  the  French  Direftory  made  to  him  by 
their  minifter,  Mr.  Talleyrand,  and  by  confidential  per- 
fons,  after  the  departure  of  the  other  envoys.  They  were 
exprefled  in  the  ftrongefl  terms,  to  evince  the  difpofition 
of  the  Direftory,  for  accommodating  all  fubjeds  of  differ- 
ence between  the  two  republics  ;  for  accrediting  any 
minifter  or  minifters  which  fhould  thereafter  have  been 
feut  by  the  U.  States,  immediately  on  the  prefentment  of 
their  letters  of  credence  j  for  adopting  a  commercial  trea- 
ty that  fhould  be  liberal  and  beneficial  to  the  faid  States  ; 
and  for  making  effedual  arrangements  to  difcharge  the 
numerous  and  juft  demands  of  American  citizens,  on 
the  French  republic.  Indeed,  the  "  aifurances"  were 
fuch,  as  that  any  departure  from  them,'  muft  have  for» 
feited  any  fubfequent  claim  of  credit  on  the  part  of  th<5 
French  republic. 


Meffrs.  Everett  &f  Munrce^ 

Gentlemen — ^In  Mr.  Gerry's  Letter  to  Mr.  Pickering, 
extrads  of  which  were  publifhed  in  the  Bojion  Patriot  of 
the  3d  of  this  month,  was  the  follov/ing  concluding  para- 
graph— viz.  "  I  Jhall probably  rwhenatleifuregi'veyoufome 
other  details:'  Accordingly,  on  the  sift  of  November 
following,  Mx.Gerry  enclofedto  Mr. Pickering  documents^ 
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numbered  from  3610  50  inclufively,  and  obferved,  that 
"  the  number  firft  mentioned,  contains  2ipropofition  which 
*^'  I  made  to  my  colleagues,  as  an  anfwer  to  the  commu- 
"  nications  of  X,  &  Y,  of  the  19th  and  20th  of  Od.  At 
*'  the  bottom  of  the  original,  is  the  following  note,  in  the 
"  hand  writing  of  one  of  the  Envoys,  namely — ^  Intended 
"  to  be  given  Saturday  the  2  \fi  ofOdober  ;'  which  I  think 
"  manifefts  their  difpofition,  and  is  certainly  an  unequiv- 
"  ocal  evidence  of  my  own,  to  have  put  an  early  period 
"  to  thefe  delufive  meafures." 

The  following  is  the  propo/ition  alluded  to^  and  it  never 
was  before  publifhed  :  but  Prefident  Adams  declared  to 
Mr.  Gerry ^  that  it  was  a  complete  juftification  of  his  con- 
dud  on  that  embaffy, 

"  To  the  cueflion.  Whether  the  proportions  informal- 
ly, and  confidentially  communicated  to  us,  as.  private  citi- 
zens, at  the  requeit,  as  is  ftated,  of  Mr.  Talleyrand  in 
his  private  capacity,  will  be  adopted  as  the  bafis  of  a  trea- 
ty ?  this  anfwer  is  given  :  That  it  is  highly  probable  fome 
of  the  proportions  communicated  on  the  evenings  of  the 
1 9th  and  20th  of  October,  (being  the  28th  and  29th  Ven- 
demaire)  will  be  confidered  as  the  bafis  of  the  projed  of 
a  treaty,  and  others,  as,  inadmijjtble  ;  but  that  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  difcufs  them,  or  to  come  to  a  decifion  on  them, 
vmtil  they  are.prefented  to  us,  in  our  official  charaders." 


LETTER  IV. 

WHEN  I  had  received  that  authentic  a6l  of  the  fove-^ 
reign  authority  of  France,  a  copy  of  which  is  inferted  in 
my  laft  letter  to  you,  communicated  by  their  Secretary 
of  State,  through  their  Secretary  of  Legation  and  Charge 
des  Affaires  and  our  Miniflcr  at  the  Hague,  fully  comply- 
ing with  all  my  requifitions,  upon  mature  deliberation  I 
determined  to  nominate  a  Minifter  to  France.  Some  of 
the  communications  from  France  had  been  accompanied 
with  intimations  concerning  the  charaders  proper  to  be 
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employed,  which  I  thought  exceptionable,  and  that  they 
might  be  made  a  pretext  for  again  rejecting  a  minifler.  I 
confidered  moreover,  that  France  was  an  undulating  ocean 
in  a  violent  ilorm  ;  party  had  exterminated  party,  and 
conftitution  had  fucceeded  conflitution,  as  billow  rolls 
and  roars,  froths  and  foams  after  billov/  in  the  Gulph 
Stream.  I  knew,  that  in  the  nature  of  things,  an  execu- 
tive authority  in  five  perfons  could  not  lall  long  in  France 
or  any  where  elfe  :  and  we  were  already  informed  that 
the  Diredory  was  divided  into  parties,  three  againft 
two,  and  that  the  majority  in  the  Legiflative  Affembly 
adhered  to  the  two,  and  the  minority  to  the  three.  A 
revolution  then  was  to  be  expeded,  and  the  nev/  govern- 
ment mjght  not  feel  themfelves  bound  by  the  afiurances 
given  by  their  predeceflbrs.  To  avoid  the  poffibility  of 
thefe  inconveniences,  I  provided  as  caurloufly  and  eff'eftu- 
ally  againfl  them  as  I  could,  in  my  mefiage  to  the  Senate, 
which  never  has  been  pubhfhed.  If  this  meffage  had 
been  made  public,  with  its  contents,  the  public  defpatch 
from  France,  I  have  confidence  enough  in  the  candor  of 
the  nation,  to  believe  that  it  would  have  obviated  many  a 
filly  and  many  a  malicious  criticifm.    It  was  in  thefe  v/ords« 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate, 

i  tranfmit  to  you  a  document  vv^hich  feems  to  be  in- 
tended to  be  a  compliance  with  a  condition  mentioned  at 
the  conclufion  of  my  melTage  to  Congrefs,  of  the  21ft  of 
June  laft.  Always  difpofed  and  ready  to  embrace  every 
plaufible  appearance  of  probability  of  preferving  or  reflor- 
ing  tranquility,  I  nominate  William  Vans  Murray,  our 
Minifler  Refident  at  the  Hague,  to  be  Minifler  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  to  the  French  Republic.  If 
the  Senate  fhall  advife  and  confent  to  his  appointment, 
effedual  care  fhall  be  taken  in  his  inftruclions,  that  he 
fhall  not  go  to  France  without  direct  and  unequivocal  af- 
furances  from  the  French  governm.ent,  fignificd  by  their 
minifler  of  foreign  relations,  that  he  Tnall  be  received  in 
charader  ;  fhall  enjoy  the  privileges  attached  to  his  char- 
acter by  the  law  of  nations,  and  that  a  minifler  of  equal 
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rank,  title  and  powers  fhall  be  appointed  to  treat  with  him, 
to  difcufs  and  conclude  all  controverfies  between  the  two 
repirblics,  by  a  new  treaty.  JOHN  ADAMS, 

Feb,  18,  1799. 

In  this  manner  eiFe£l:ual  provifion  was  made  againft:  any 
and  every  poflible  infiJious  afe,  of  the  infmuations  con- 
cerning characters  proper  to  be  employed,  and  who  would 
be  likely  to  fucceed.  In  this  manner  alfo,  provifion  was 
made  againft  the  poflible  and  indeed  highly  probable  and 
fully  expelled  revolution  in  the  French  government. 
Mr.  Murray  was  not  to  advance  a  ftep  towards  Paris  from 
the  Hague,  until  after  he  fhould  have  received  from  the 
French  government,  whatever  it  might  be,  a  repetition  of 
aflurances,  officially  communicated,  that  he  in  perfon 
fhould  be  received. 

When  this  mefTage  was  received  in  the  Senate,  it  was 
poftponed,  as  the  greateft  part  of  executive  bufmefs  ufual- 
ly  was,  for  confideration.  A  great  clamor  was  raifed 
among  the  members  of  the  Houfe  of  reprefentatives  and 
out  of  doors,  and  an  abundance  of  fquibs,  feoffs  and  far- 
cafms  in  what  were  then  called  the  federal  newfpapers, 
particularly  Cobbett's  Porcupine  and  John  Ward  Fenno's 
Uniteu  States  Gazette.  And  by  whom  were  thefe  writ- 
ten ?  As  I  was  informed,  by  Macdonald,  the  Scottifh 
Britifh  commifTioner  for  adjufling  the  claims  of  Britifh 
creditors,  and  by  William  Smith,  the  Britifh  agent  for 
claimants  before  that  board  of  commiflioners,  of  whom 
Macdonald  was  one.  There  were  other  writers  befides 
thefe  ;  but  I  will  not  condefcend  to  name  any  others  at 
prefent.  It  was  given  out  that  John  Ward  Fenno  was  the 
writer  of  the  mofl  important  of  them,  and  he  was  re- 
prefented  as  a  mafterly  writer,  poffefTed  of  a  moft  eloquent 
pen.     But  the  pen  was  not  his. 

This  was  not  all.  Something  much  more  ferious  to 
me  foon  took  place.  A  committee  of  the  Senate  called 
upon  me,  whether  appointed  on  record,  or  whether  by 
private  concert,  I  know  not.  I  was  diftreffed,  becaufe  I 
thought  the  procedure  unconftitutional.  Hv)wever,  I  was 
determined  that  not  one  difrefpedful  word  fhould  efcape 
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me  concerning  the  Senate  or  any  member  of  it,  and  to 
that  refolution  I  carefully  adhered ;  and  in  relating  the 
conference  with  thofe  honorable  gentlemen,  which  fhall 
appear  in  my  next  letter,  the  fame  decorum  fliall  be  ob- 
ferved. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
^incy^  April  22,  1809. 


LETTER  V. 

THE  gentlemen  of  the  Senate  informed  me,  that  they 
came  to  confer  with  me  on  the  fubjed:  ot  the  nomination 
of  Mr.  Murray  to  France  ;  that  there  was  a  confiderable 
diifatisfadlion  with  it,  and  they  defired  to  know  for  what 
reafons  I  had  preferred  Mr.  Murray  to  fo  many  others 
abroad  and  at  home.  My  anfwer  to  the  gentlemen  was, 
that  I  thought  Mr.  Murray  a  gentleman  of  talents,  addrefs 
and  literature,  as  well  as  of  great  worth  and  honor,  every 
way  well  qualified  for  the  fervice,  and  fully  adequate  to 
all  that  I  Ihouid  require  of  him,  which  would  be  a  flrid 
compliance  with  his  inftruftions,  which  I  fhould  take  care 
to  provide  for  him  on  all  points  in  terms  that  he  could  not 
mifunderlland.  That  my  motives  for  nominating  him  in 
preference  to  others,  were  iimply  becaufe  the  invitation 
from  the  French  government  had  been  tranfmitted  through 
him,  and  becaufe  he  was  fo  near  to  Paris,  that  he  might 
be  there  in  three  or  four  days,  and  becaufe  his  appoint- 
ment would  caufe  a  very  trifling  additional  expenfe. 

They  then  enquired  why  I  had  not  nominated  Mr. 
King  ?  I  anfwered  that  if  Mr.  King  had  been  in  Holland, 
I  certainly  fhould  not  have  thought  of  any  other  character. 
But  he  was  our  AmbafTador  in  England,  then  at  war  with 
France,  and  it  would  be  confidered  by  France  as  aa  infult, 
to  fend  them  an  ilmbaiTador,  who,  as  foon  as  he  had  ac- 
compliflied  his  bufinefs,  was  to  return  to  England  and 
carry  with  him  all  the  information  he  might  have  collect- 
ed in  Paris.  That  the  French  government  v/ould  fufpe6l: 
me  of  a  defign  to  fend  them  a  fpy  for  the  Court  of  Sr, 
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James'.  That  I  prefumed  Mr.  King  at  that  time  would 
not  be  pleaftJ  to  be  removed  from  England  to  France, 
for  perpetuity  or  permanence.  Bcfides,  that  the  difficulty 
of  comnunication  between  England  and  France,  would 
necefTirlly  occafion  an  indefinite  delay  in  procuring  the 
neccifary  palTports,  and  that  much  depended  upon  the 
promptitude  and  defpatch  with  which  the  negociation 
fhould  be  condu6led. 

The  gentlemen  afkcd  why  I  had  not  nominated  our 
minifler  plenipotentiary  at  Berlin  ? — Neither  the  remarks 
with  which  they  accompanied  this  queflion,  nor  the  rea- 
fons  which  I  gave  them  in  anfwer,  need  to  be  detailed  to 
the  public. 

1  added,  gentlemen,  I  maturely  confidered  all  thefe 
things  before  I  nominated  Mr.  Murray  ;  and  I  con- 
fidered another  gentlemxn,  whom  you  have  not  mention- 
ed, Mr.  Humphries,  at  Madrid  :  but  the  fame  objedlions 
of  diftance  and  delay  account  in  his  cafe  as  well  as  that 
of  Mr.  Adams.  The  gentlemen  all  agreed  that  there 
would  have  been  no  advantage  in  nominating  him  more 
than  Mr.  Murray. 

The  gentlemen  then  inquired  why  I  had  not  nominated 
a  commiflion  of  three  or  five  in  preference  to  a  fingle  gen- 
tleman. The  anfwer  was  that  I  had  a  long  experience  of 
ten  years  in  this  kind  of  bufinefs,  and  had  often  acled  in 
commiflions  with  various  other  gentlemen,  and  I  had  three 
times  been  commiflioned  alone.  That  I  had  found  in 
general  that  bufinefs  could  be  better  done  by  one  than  by 
many,  in  much  lefs  time  and  with  much  lefs  perplexity. 
That  the  bufinefs  to  be  done  by  Mr.  Murray  would  be 
nothing  more  than  obedience  to  his  inflruclions,  and  that 
would  be  performed  as  well  by  one  as  by  three.  That 
the  delay  mull  be  great  in  fending  gentlemen  from  A- 
mcrica,  and  the  expcnle  greatly  augmented.  That  very 
much  depended  upon  the  celerity  of  the  enterprize. 

The  gentlemen  thought  that  a  commilTion  would  be 
more  fatisfa^lory  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  public.  I  laid 
although  this  Was  not  perfedlly  confonant  to  my  own 
opinion,  I  could  in  fuch  a  cafe  eafily  give  up  my  own  to 
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the  public,  and  if  they  advifed  it,  I  would  fend  another 
meffage  and  nominate  a  commiflion  of  three  ;  but  Mr. 
Murray  would  be  one,  for  after  having  brought  his  name 
before  the  public,  I  never  would  difgrace  him  by  leaving 
him  out.  The  gentlemen  acquiefced,  and  one  of  them, 
whom  I  took  to  be  their  chairman,  was  pleafed  to  fay, 
**  after  this  very  enlightened  explanation  of  the  whole  bu- 
Unefs,  I  am  perfectly  fatisfied."  The  others  appeared  to 
acquiefce,  and  took  their  leave.  The  next  morning  I 
fent  another  meffage,  which  fhall  appear  in  my  next  letter, 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
^incy^  April  26,  1809. 


LETTER  VI. 

THE  meffage  mentioned  in  my  lad  letter,  was  in  thefc 
words  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^ 

The  propofition  of  a  frefh  negociation  with  Fran  cc, 
in  confequence  of  advances  made  by  the  French  govern- 
ment, has  excited  fo  general  an  attention  and  fo  much 
converfation,  as  to  have  given  occafion  to  many  manifefl- 
ations  of  the  public  opinion,  from  which  it  appears  to 
me,  that  a  new  modification  of  the  embaffy  will  give  more 
general  fatisfadion  to  the  legiflature  and  to  the  nation, 
and  perhaps  better  anfwer  the  purpofes  we  have  in  view. 

It  is  on  this  fuppofition,  and  with  this  expectation,  that 
I  now  nominate  Oliver  EUfworth,  Efq.  Chief  Juftice  of 
the  United  States,  Patrick  Henry,  Efq.  late  Governor  of 
Virginia,  and  William  Vans  Murray,  Efq.  our  Minifter 
Refident  at  the  Hague,  to  be  Envoys  Extraordinary  and 
Miniflers  Plenipotentiary  to  the  French  Republic,  with 
full  powers  to  difcufs  and  fettle  by  a  treaty  all  controver- 
fies  between  the  United  States  and  France.  It  is  not  in- 
tended that  the  two  former  of  thefe  gentlemen  fliall  em- 
bark for  Europe,  until  they  Ihall  have  received  from  the 
ExecutiveDiredory  affurances  (ignified  by  their  Secretary 
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of  foreign  relations,  that  they  fhall  be  received  in  charac- 
ter, that  they  fliall  enjoy  all  the  prerogatives  attached  to 
that  chara6ler  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  that  a  minifter 
or  ininiflers  of  equal  powers  fhall  be  appointed  and  com- 
miflioned  to  treat  with  them, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

Feb.  25,  1799. 

To  thefe  nominations  the  Senate  advifed  and  confented, 
and  commiflions  were  prepared.  My  friend,  Mr.  Henry, 
declined  on  account  of  his  age,  and  Governor  Davie,  of 
North-Carolina,  was  app  )inted  in  his  place.  During  all 
this  tranfadlion,  no  motion  was  made  in  the  Senate,  to 
pafs  a  refolution  that  a  million  to  France  was  inexpedient. 
With  the  defpatches  from  Talleyrand  before  his  eyes,  I 
believe  no  member  of  the  Senate  would  have  been  willing 
to  record  his  name  in  favor  of  fuch  a  refolution,  among 
the  yeas  and  nays.  The  deputation  of  Senators  made  no 
remonflrances  to  me  againfl  the  miflion,  or  the  diplomatic 
communications  on  which  it  was  founded,  but  only  againll 
the  miflionary,  Mr.  Murray. 

I  fent  an  invitation  to  the  heads  of  departments  to  af- 
femble  in  my  chamber,  to  confult  upon  the  inflrudlions 
to  be  given  to  our  envoys.  They  all  met  me  accordingly, 
and  in  feveral  lorg  evenings  entered  into  a  very  ferious 
and  deliberate  difcuflion  of  every  article  that  was  to  be 
demanded  and  infifted  on  in  the  propofed  treaty.  They 
were  all  unanimoufly  agreed  upon  to  my  entire  fatisfatlion, 
and  reduced  to  writing.  I  committed  them  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  flate,  to  be  reduced  into  proper  form,  to  have  a 
fair  copy  made  and  tranfmitted  to  me,  for  revifion,  cor- 
redion  or  fignature,  as  there  might  be  occafion. 

The  yellew  fever  was  expected,  and  we  were  all  obliged 
to  tly  for  our  lives  :  myfelf  and  all  my  family  to  Quincy, 
and  the  heads  of  departments,  with  the  public  offices,  to 
Trenton. 

I  had  repeatedly  endeavored  to  imprefs  upon  the  mind 
of  the  Secretary  of  (late,  the  necefTity  of  tranfmitting  to 
me  as  loon  as  poffible,  his  draught  of  the  inflructions^ 
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that  they  might  be  (inifhed  and  figned,  and  every  -  thing 
prepared  for  the  departure  of  the  Envoys.  I  waited  with 
much  concern,  expelling  from  day  to  day  to  receive  the 
inftrudions  ;  but  no  inftrudlions  appeared.  At  length, , 
inftead  of  them,  I  received  a  letter  figned  by  all  five  of 
the  heads  of  departments,  earneflly  entreating  me  toy^^ 
pend  the  7niJJlon  ! 

I  was  aftonifhed  at  this  unexpected,  this  obftinate  and 
perfevering  oppofition  toa  meafure,  that  appeared  fo  clear- 
ly to  me  to  be  fo  elTential  to  the  peace  and  profperity  of 
the  nation,  and  the  honor  of  the  government,  at  home 
and  abroad.  I  was  not  a  little  furprifed  at  the  unanimity 
of  the  heads  of  departments,  for  two  of  them  had  always 
appeared  moderate  and  candid  in  relation  to  this  mifTion. 
My  inllantaneous  determination  was  to  go  to  Trenton, 
meet  the  gentlemen  face  to  face,  to  confer  with  them 
coolly  on  the  fubjed,  and  convince  them,  or  be  convinc- 
ed by  them,  if  I  could.  On  my  way,  I  called  upon 
Chief  Juftice  Ellfworth,  at  his  feat  in  Windfor,  and  had 
a  converfation  of  perhaps  two  hours  with  him.  He  was 
perfectly  candid.  Whatever  fhould  be  the  determination, 
he  was  ready  at  an  hour's  warning  to  comply.  If  it  was 
thought  befl  to  embark  immediately,  he  was  ready.  If 
it  was  judged  more  expedient  to  poftpone  it  for  a  little 
time,  though  that  might  fubjeCt  him  to  a  winter  vovage, 
that  danger  had  no  weight  with  him.  If  it  was  concluded 
to  defer  it  till  the  fpring,  he  was  willing  to  wait.  In  this 
difpofition  I  took  leave  of  him.  He  gave  me  no  intima- 
tion that  he  had  any  thought  of  a  journey  to  Trenton.  I 
lodged  at  Hartford,  not  yet  purified  of  the  yellow  fever, 
and  there  I  caught  fomething  veiy  like  it,  or  at  leall  al- 
mod  as  bad,  a  mofl  violent  cold,  attended  with  a  conftant 
fever,  which  rendered  me  for  fix  weeks  more  fit  for  a 
chamber  and  bed  of  ficknefs,  than  for  uncomfortable 
journeys,  or  much  labor  of  the  head  or  hands.  However, 
I  would  not  confent  to  be  retarded  on  my  journey,  and 
reached  Trenton,  where  Mr.  Hamilton  had  arrived  a  few 
hours  before  me.  Governor  Davie  had  been  there  fome 
time.     Ill  as  I  was,  I  fent  for  the  heads  of  depaitments. 
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Four  of  them  were  there.  The  attorney  general  was 
gone  to  Virginia.  Many  days  were  employed  in  confer  - 
ences  with  them,  fometimes  at  my  own  apartments,  and 
fometimes  at  their  offices. 

The  inhabitants  of  Trenton  had  been  wrought  up  to 
a  pitch  of  poHtical  enthufiafm  that  furprifed  me.  The 
univerfal  opinion  appeared  to  be,  that  the  firft  arrivals 
from  Europe  would  bring  the  glorious  news,  that  Louis 
the  Eighteenth  was  reftored  to  the  throne  of  France,  and 
reigning  triumphantly  at  Verfailles.  Suwarrow,  at  the 
head  of  his  vidorious  Ruffian  army,  was  to  have  marched 
from  Italy  to  Paris,  on  one  fide,  and  Prince  Charles,  at 
the  head  of  an  Auftrian  army,  was  to  have  marched  from 
Germany  to  Paris  on  the  other,  and  detachments  from 
both  armies  were  to  march  down  to  Havre,  to  receive 
the  king,  who  was  to  be  brought  over  by  a  Britifh  fleet 
and  efcorted  with  flying  colors  to  Verfailles.  I  could 
fcarcely  believe  my  own  fenfes  when  I  heard  fuch  reveries* 
Yet  the  heads  of  departments  appeared  to  believe  them, 
and  urge  them  as  decifive  arguments  for  fufpending  the 
embarkation  of  our  envoys  till  the  fpring.  In  vain  did  I 
urge  the  immenfe  difliances  the  two  imperial  armies  had 
to  march,  the  great  number  of  towns  and  cities  in  the 
route  of  both,  in  pofitions  chofen  with  great  MW,  fortified 
with  exquifite  art,  defended  by  vafl:  trains  of  heavy  ord- 
nance, garrifoned  by  numerous  troops  of  foldiers  perfedt- 
iy  difciplined,  and  animated  with  all  the  obfl:inacy  and 
ardor  of  the  revolutionary  spirit.  In  vain  did  I  alledge 
the  military  maxim,  which  would  certainly  govern  both 
Prince  Charles  and  Suwarrow,  that  is,  never  to  leave  a  for- 
tified city  in  the  rear  of  your  army^  in  'poffejfton  of  your  ene- 
my.  That  the  i\cgt  of  one  town  would  confume  the 
whole  feafon.  That  neither  the  Ruflians  nor  Auftrians 
were  probably  provided  with  the  mortars  and  heavy  can- 
non neceflary  for  fieges.  Nothing  would  do — Louis 
XVIII.  mufl:  be  upon  the  throne  of  France. — Well,  fup^ 
pofe  he  is,  what  harm  will  there  be  in  embarking  our  en- 
voys ?  They  will  congratulate  his  majefliy,  and  if  his 
majefl:y  cannot  receive  them  under  their  credentials  tq 
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the  French  Republic,  he  will  be  glad  to  fee  them  in  his 
kingdom,  and  aflure  them  of  his  royal  prote£lion  till  they 
can  write  home  for  frcfli  commiflions,  and  fuch  fhall  be 
ready  for  them  at  a  minute's  warning.  In  vain  did  I 
urge  the  entire  change  of  property  in  France,  and  the 
neceflity  the  prefent  pofleflbrs  were  under  to  defend 
themfelves  at  every  facrifice  and  every  rifque.  Mr.  Ellf- 
worth  had  arrived  in  t^o  or  three  days  after  me.  I  in- 
vited him  and  Governor  Davie  to  dine  with  me  alone, 
that  we  might  converfe  with  entire  freedom.  At  table, 
Mr.  Ellfworth  expreifed  an  opinion  fomewhat  fimilar  to 
that  of  the  heads  of  departments  and  the  public  opinion 
of  Trenton.  Is  it  pofTible,  Chief  Juftice,  faid  I,  that  you 
can  ferioufly  believe  that  the  Bourbons  are  or  will  be 
foon  reftored  to  the  throne  of  France  ?  Why,  faid  Mr. 
Ellfworth,  fmiling,  it  looks  a  good  dealfo.  I  ihould  not 
be  afraid  to  flake  my  life  upon  it,  that  they  will  not  be 
reftored  in  feven  years,  if  they  ever  are,  was  my  reply. 
And  then  I  entered  into  a  long  detail  of  my  reafons  for 
this  opinion.  They  would  be  too  tedious  to  enumerate 
here,  and  time  has  fuperceded  the  neceflity  of  them. 

The  refult  of  the  converfation  was,  that  Mr.  Davie 
was  decidedly  for  embarking  immediately,  as  he  always 
had  been  from  his  firfl  arrival,  and  Mr.  Ellfworth  declar- 
ed himfelf  fatisfied  and  willing  to  embark  as  foon  as  I 
pleafed. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  who  had  been  fome  time  in  town  and 
had  vifited  me  feveral  times,  came  at  laft  to  remonftrate 
againft  the  mifTion  to  France.  I  received  him  with  great 
civility,  as  I  always  had  done  from  my  firfl  knowledge  of 
him.  I  was  fortunately  in  a  very  happy  temper  and  very 
good  humor.  He  went  over  the  whole  ground  of  the 
victories  of  Suwarrow  and  Prince  Charles,  and  the  inflex- 
ible determination  of  the  two  imperial  courts,  in  concert 
vjixh  Great  Britain,  to  reftore  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  to 
their  kingdom.  That  there  was  no  doubt  the  enterprife 
was  already  accomplifhed,  or  at  leaft  it  would  be,  before 
the  end  of  the  campaign.  That  Mr.  Pitt  was  determined 
;p  reflore  the  Bourbons.     That   the  confidence  of  the 
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nation  In  Mr.  Pitt  was  unbounded.  That  the  nation  was 
never  fo  united,  and  determined  to  fupport  Mr.  Pitt  and 
his  refolution  to  reftore  the  monarchy  of  France.  His 
eloquence  and  vehemence  v/rought  the  little  man  up  to  a 
degree  of  heat  and  effervefcence  like  that  which  General 
Knox  ufed  to  defcribe  of  his  conduct  in  the  battle  of  Mon- 
mouth, and  which  General  Lee  ufed  to  call  his  paroxyfms 
of  bravery,  but  which  he  faid  would  never  be  of  any  fer- 
vice  to  his  country.  I  anfwered  him  in  general,  as  I  had 
anfvvered  the  heads  of  departments  and  Judge  Ellfworth 
— but  to  no^purpofe.  He  repeated  over  and  over  again  the 
unalterable  refolution  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  two  imperial 
courts,  the  invincible  heroifm  of  Suwarrow  and  Prince 
Charles,  and  the  unbounded  confidence  of  the  Britilh 
empire  in  Mr.  Pitt,  with  fuch  agitation  and  violent  aclion, 
that  I  really  pitied  him,  inft ead  of  being  difpleafed.  I  on^ 
ly  added,  that  I  differed  with  him  in  opinion  on  every 
point,  and  that  inftead  of  reftoring  the  Bourbons,  it 
would  not  be  long  before  England  would  make  peace. 
I  treated  him  throughout  with  great  mildnefs  and  civility  ; 
but  after  he  took  leave,  I  could  not  help  reflecting  in  my 
own  mind  on  the  total  ignorance  he  had  betrayed  of  ev- 
ery thing  in  Europe,  in  France,  England,  and  elfewherp, 
Inllead  of  that  unbounded  confide  rice  in  Mr.  Pitt,  I  knew 
that  the  nation  had  been  long  working  up  almofl  to  a 
ripenefs  for  rebellion  againft  Mr.  Pitt,  for  continuing  the 
war.  Accordingly  it  was  not  long  before  Mr.  Pitt  vi^as 
obliged  to  refign,  peace  at  Amiens  was  made,  and  Napo- 
leon acknowledged.  Mr,  Hamilton  in  his  mod  famous 
pamphlet,  has  hinted  at  this  converfation,  and  fquinted  at 
my  fimplicity  for  expelling  peace. 

Under  the  whole,  I  dire<Sed  the  indrudions  to  be  pre- 
pared, the  heads  of  departments  were  affembled,  and  the 
inffruclions  deliberately  confidered,  paragraph  by  para- 
graph, and  unanimouily  approved  by  me  and  by  them. 
Indeed  there  had  never  been  any  difference  of  opinion 
among  us  on  any  article  of  the  inlfru^tions. 

The  inflruclions  were  prefented  to  the  envoys,  and 
they  requefted  to  embark  in  the  United  States  frigate  as 
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foon  as  poffible.  For  fome  caufe.  or  other  in  the  ilate  of 
the  ihip,  they  landed  in  Spain,  and  went  by  land  from 
Corunna  to  Paris  on  the  fame  route  which  Mr.  Dana  and 
I  had  travelled  twenty  years  before,  that  is,  in  1780.  Be- 
fore their  arrival,  a  revolution  had  occurred,  and  the 
Confular  government  fucceeded  the  Diredory. 

Had  Mr.  Murray's  nomination  been  approved,  he 
would  probably  have  finifhed  the  bufmefs  long  before, 
and  obtained  compenfation  for  all  fpoliations. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

^incy^  May  2,  1809. 


LETTER  VII. 

ON  the  6th  of  March  a  letter  was  written  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  by  my  order,  in  the  following  words,  to 
Mr.  Murray  : 

Philadelphia^  March  6,  i799» 
Sir, 

I  enclofe  a  commlffion  conftituting  you,  in  conjundion 
with  the  Chief  Juftice  Ellfworth  and  Patrick  Henry ^  Efq. 
of  Virginia,  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Miniflers  Pleni- 
potentiary to  the  French  Republic.  By  the  Prefident's 
direction,  I  enclofe  for  your  information,  copies  of  his 
Meflages  to  the  Senate  of  the  18th  and  28th  of  March  ; 
(itfhould  have  been  the  x8th  and  25th  of  February)  by 
the  latter  of  which  you  will  fee  the  motives  inducing  the 
nomination  of  a  commiiTion  for  th-e  purpofe  of  negociat- 
ing  with  France,  inftead  -of  refling  the  bufmefs  wholly 
with  you.  This  will  doubtlcfs  be  agreeable,  by  relieving 
you  from  the  weight  of  a  fole  refponfibility  in  an  affair  of 
fuch  magnitude. 

It  is  the  Prefident's  defire,  that  you  by  letter  to  the 
French  Minifler  of  foreign  relations,  inform  him  ''  that 
*-'  Oliver  Ellfworth^  Chief  Juftice  of  the  United  States, 
*'  Patrick  Henry ^  late  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  yourfelf^ 
"  arc  appointed  Envoyg  Extraordinary  and  Miniflers  Pk- 
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*'  nipotentlary  of  the  United  States  to  the  French  Repub- 
*'  lie,  with  full  powers  to  difcufs  and  fettle  by  a  Treaty^ 
"  all  controverfies  between  the  United  States  and  France." 
But,  "  that  the  two  former  will  not  embark  for  Europe 
"  until  they  fhall  have  received  from  the  Executive  Direc- 
"  tory  dired  and  unequivocal  affurances,  fignified  by 
**  their  Secretary  of  foreign  relations,  that  the  Envoys 
^'  fhall  be  received  in  character,  to  an  audience  of  the 
"  Diredory,  and  that  they  fhall  enjoy  all  the  prerogatives 
"  attached  to  that  character  by  the  law  of  nations,  and 
"  that  a  Minifter  or  Minifters  of  equal  powers  fhall  be 
"  appointed  and  commifTioned  to  treat  with  them.'* 

The  anfwer  you  fhall  receive  to  your  letter,  you  will 
be  pleafed  to  tranfmit  to  this  office. 

You  will  alfo  be  pleafed  to  underfland  it  to  be  the  Pre- 
fident's  opinion,  that  no  more  indired  and  inofficial  com- 
munications, written  or  verbal,  fhould  be  held  with  any 
perfons  whatever,  agents  on  behalf  of  France,  on  the  fub- 
jedts  of  difference  between  the  United  States  and  the 
French  Republic.  If  the  French  government  really  de- 
fire  a  fettlement  of  the  exifling  differences,  it  mufl  take 
the  courfe  pointed  out  :  unlefs  the  Executive  Diredory 
fhould  prefer  fending  a  Minifler  Plenipotentiary  to  the 
United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  refpedfully,  fir,  your  obe- 
dient fervant, 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

Wm»  Vans  Murray^  Efq* 
Minijier  of  the  U.  States 
at  the  Hague, 

Mr.  Murray  obeyed  thefe  inflrudions  by  a  letter  in 
thefev/ords  : — 

The  Hague:,  5//^  May^  1799. 
Citizen  Minister, 

It  is  with  the  greatefl  pleafure  that  I  haflen  to  fulfil  the 
inflrudions,  which  I  have  jufl  had  the  honor  to  receive 
from  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
by  informing  you  that  the  Prefident  has  appointed  Oliver 
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Ell/worth,  Chief  Juftice  of  the  United  States,  Patrick 
Henry ^  late  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  William  Vans  Mur- 
ray,  Minifter  refident  of  the  United  States  at  the  Hague, 
to  be  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Minifters  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States  to  the  French  Republic,  with  full 
powers  to  difcufs  and  fettle  by  a  Treaty,  all  controverfies 
between  the  United  States  and  France  ;  but  that  the  two 
former,  Mr.  Ellfworth  and  Mr.  Henry  will  not  embark 
for  Europe  until  they  fhall  have  received  from  the  Exec- 
utive DireQ:ory,  dire<^  and  unequivocal  aflurances,  figni- 
fied  by  their  Minifter  of  foreign  relations,  that  the  Envoys 
fhall  be  received  in  charader,  to  an  audience  of  the  Di- 
rectory, and  that  they  fhall  enjoy  all  the  prerogatives  at- 
tached to  that  character  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  that  a 
Minifter  or  Minifters  of  equal  pov/ers  ftiall  be  appointed 
and  commiffioned  to  treat  with  them. 

I  requeft  you,  citizen  minifter,  to  lay  this  fubjecl  be- 
fore your  government,  and  as  the  diftance  is  fo  great, 
and  the  obftacles  fo  numerous  in  an  Atlantic  voyage,  that 
you  will  favor  me,  as  fpeedily  as  poflible,  with  the  anfwer 
which  is  to  leadtofuch  happy  and  important  confequences. 

Accept,  Citizen  Minifter,  the  aflurances  of  my  perfed 
high  efteem. 

(Signed)  Wm.  V.  MURRAY. 

To  the  Citizen  Talleyrand,  Minifter 

of  the  Exterior  Relations  of  the  French 

Republic,  Iffc.  l^c,  Paris. 

When  Mr.  Murray  received  the  anfwer  of  the  French 
Minifter,  he  inclofed  it,  with  the  following  letter  from 
himfelf,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  :— 

The  Hague,  yth  of  May,  1799. 
Dear  Sir, 

On  the  4th  inft.  late  in  the  evening,  I  had  the  honor 
to  receive  your  No.  22,  containing  the  conimiflion  of  en- 
voys. 

On  the  fifth  I  addreffed,  precifely,  agreeably  to  your 
inftrudtions,   as  I  conceived,  the  inclofed   letter  to   Mr. 
Talleyrand,  the  Minifter  of  exterior  relations.     You  will 
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perceive,  fir,  that  I  did  not  think  myfelf  at  liberty  to  go, 
not  only  not  out  of  the  commas,  but  beyond  them.  In 
one  word  alone  I  deviated,  in  the  word  minifter,  inflead 
of  fecretary  of  foreign  relations.  No  dired  nor  indired 
and  inofficial  communications,  written  or  verbal,  will  be 
held  by  me  with  the  French  agents  on  American  affairs. 

I  accept  the  appointment  which  it  has  pleafed  the  Pre- 
fident  to  clothe  me  with,  under  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the 
high  honor  conferred  upon  me,  fo  unexpedledly,  by  this 
mark  of  his  confidence.  I  may  be  allowed  to  fay,  that 
though  I  was  deeply  fenfible  of  the  honor  conferred  by 
the  firfl  nomination,  and  fhall  always,  I  hope,  retain  a 
mod  grateful  recoiledion  of  it ;  yet,  fir,  the  new  modifi- 
cation of  that  nomination  gave  me  great  pleafure,  always 
conceiving  as  I  thought  I  did,  that  any  negociation  with 
France  would  be  full  of  anxieties  and  political  perils  to 
the  envoys  that  fhould  be  employed  by  our  government. 
I  had  no  wifhes  to  be  engaged  in  it,  and  no  expedation 
that  I  (hould  be  :  To  have  a  fhare  in  it  was  by  me  un- 
fought  :  You  will  excufe  this  declaration,  becaufe  I  was 
inftrumental  in  certain  preliminary  fleps  relative  to  the 
advances  of  France  which  produced  the  bafts  of  the  appoint' 
ment. 

I  fent  the  original  of  the  inclofed  to  Mr.  Talleyrand^  by 
pod  ;  another,  a  copy,  to  Maj.  Montflorence^  to  be  hand- 
ed to  him  ;  a  third  to  a  Mr.  Griffith  for  Maj.  M.  in  cafe 
the  other  failed,  to  be  opened  by  Mr.  G.  if  Maj.  M.  fhould 
have  been  out  of  Paris,  and  direded  Mr.  G.  to  follow 
the  inllrudions  which  he  would  find  in  the  letter  to  Maj. 
M.  which  were  to  deliver  the  inclofed  to  Mr.  Talleyrand^ 
and  take  his  letter  in  anfwer  for  me,  and  fend  it  to  me. 

As  foon  as  I  have  the  anfwer  of  the  Directory,  I  fhall 
have  the  honor  of  tranfmitting  copies  to  you,  fir,  by  dif- 
ferent ways. 

I  am,  with  the  greatefl  refped,  and  fincere  efteem,  dear 
fir,  faithfully  your  mofl  obedient  fervant, 

WILLIAM  V.  MURRAY. 
The  Hon,  Timothy  Pickering^ 

Efq,  Sec'ryofState^  of  the  U, 

States  of  America. 
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Paris,  23d  Floreal,  (12th  May  1799) 

7th  year  of  the  French  Republic,  one 

and  indiviffible. 

The  Minijier  ofExtei'ior  Relations^ 

To  Mr.  Wm.  Vans  Murray,  Minifter  refident  of  the 

U.  States  at  the  Hague. 

I  augur  too  well,  fir,  from  the  eagernefs  you  difplay,  in 
fulfilling  the  inftruftions  of  your  government,  not  to  haf- 
ten  to  anfwer  the  letter  I  received  from  you,'  dated  the 
1 5th  of  this  month. 

The  Executive  Directory  being  informed  of  the  nomi- 
nation oiMr.OUver Ell/worthy  of  Mr.  Patrick  Henry ^  and 
of  yourfelf,  as  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Minifters  Ple- 
nipotentiary of  the  United  States  to  the  French  Republic, 
to  difcufs  and  terminate  all  differences  which  fubfilt  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  fees  with  pleafure,  that  its  perfe- 
verance  in  pacific  fentiments  has  kept  open  the  way  to  an 
approaching  reconcihation.  It  has  a  long  time  ago  mani- 
felled  its  intentions  with  refped  to  this  fubjeft.  Be  plea- 
fed  to  tranfmit  to  your  colleagues,  and  accept  yourfelf, 
the  frank  and  explicit  affurance,  that  it  will  receive  the 
Envoys  of  the  United  States,  in  the  official  character 
with  which  they  are  invefted  :  that  they  fhall  enjoy  all  the 
prerogatives  which  are  attached  to  them  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  that  one  or  more  Minifters  fhall  be  authorifed  io 
treat  with  them. 

It  was  certainly  unneceffary  to  fufFer  fo  many  months 
to  elapfe  for  the  mere  confirmation  of  what  I  have  already 
declared  to  Mr.  Gerry^  and  which,  after  his  departure,  I 
caufed  to  be  declared  to  you  at  the  Hague.  I  fincerely 
regret  that  your  two  colleagues  await  this  anfv/er  at  fuch 
a  diftance.  As  to  you,  fir,  whom  it  will  reach  in  a  few 
days,  and  who  underftand  fo  well  the  value  of  time,  when 
<he  reftoration  of  harmony  between  two  republics  which 
every  thing  invites  to  friendlhip,  is  in  queftion,  be  affured 
that  as  loon  as  you  can  take  in  hand  the  objed  of  your 
miffion,  I  fhall  have  the  honor  immediately  to  fend  you 
pafTports,, 
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Accept,  fir,  the  affurances  of  my  very  lincere  confider- 
ation. 

(Signed)  CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

The  foregoing  documents  were  not  pubhfhed  till  they 
were  communicated  to  Congrefs  with  my  Meflage  of  De- 
cember 5th,  1799.  The  MefTages  to  the  Senate  nomi- 
nating the  Minifter  and  the  Envoys  were  never  publifhed 
till  now,  as  I  remember.  I  may  be,  however,  miftaken. 
Thefe  papers  were  not  publifhed  till  the  mifchief  was  done 
that  they  might  have  prevented,  and  innumerable  preju- 
dices and  errors  propagated  all  over  the  nation. 

I  have  omitted  two  fadls  which  ought  to  have  been  in- 
ferted  in  a  former  letter  : 

L  One  is,  that  one  of  the  heads  of  departments  atTren- 
ton  was  more  diffident  than  the  left.  He  faid  he  was 
far  from  being  fanguine.  He  had  figned  the  letter  to  me, 
urging  a  poflponement  of  the  mifTion,  becaufe  he  did  not 
like  to  be  fmgular  ;  but  he  wifhed  me  to  decide  the 
queflion  according  to  my  own  judgment  and  fentiments. 
He  alfo  fliewed  me  a  letter  from  the  Attorney-General  in 
Virginia,  faying  that  the  people  expefted  that  the  Envoys 
fhould  proceed,  and  would  be  difappointed  if  they  did  not. 

IL  Another  fa6l  is  that  I  tranfiently  afked  one  of  the 
heads  of  departments,  whether  Ell/worth  and  Hamilton 
came  all  the  way  from  Windfor  and  Newark  to  Trenton, 
to  convince  me  that  I  ought  to  fufpend  the  mifTion  ? 

JOHN  APAMS. 
^incy^  May  10,  1809, 
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No— 2, 


LETTER  VIIL 

AT  firft  i  intended  to  encumber  your  paper  with  no 
documents  but  fuch  as  were  abfolutely  neceflary  for  my 
own  vindication.  But  as  the  peace  with  France  in  1800 
was  not  only  an  event  of  great  importance  in  itfelf,  but 
produced  demonftrations  of  the  prejudices,  pallions,  views, 
deligns  and  fyftems  of  parties,  more  perhaps  than  any 
other  f  I  hope  you  will  allow  me  room  for  fuch  other  pa- 
pers as  may  ferve  to  throw  light  upon  this  fubjedt.  At 
prefent  it  may  not  be  very  interefling,  but  the  caufe  of 
truth  and  jullice  may  hereafter  be  promoted  by  having 
the  fadts  and  evidences  laid  together  in  a  feries.  The 
future  policy  of  the  nation  will  not  be  injured  by  it. 

Befides  the  communications  already  publifhed  from  the 
fovercign  of  the  French  nation,  through  their  Minifter  of 
foreign  relations,  their  diplomatic  organ  at  the  Hague,  and 
our  Minifter  there,  another  was  communicated  through 
the  fame  channels  in  thefe  words  :— 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  Paris^  i  i  th  Fru6lidor^  6th  year^ 
(Auguji  28,  \^<^%)  from  Mr,  Talleyrand^  as  Min- 
ifter of  Exterior  Relations^  to  Mr.  Pjchon,  Secretary 
of  Lection y  Hague, 

TRANSLATION. 

I  fee  with  pleafure,  citizen,  that  the  intercourfe  of  foci- 
ety  has    procured  you  fome  pgli^ical  converfations  with 
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Mr.  Murray.     I  entertain  an  efleem  for  that  Mlnlllen 
Like  all  the  men  at  the  head  of  the  affairs  of  the  United 
.States,  he  has  received  the  impreflions  which  the  'Britilh 
Cabinet  has  known  how  to  give,  againfl  us.     He  thinks 
the  mcalures  of  his  government  jufl  and  fupports  them  : 
but  he  poflelTes  reafon,  underftanding,  and  a  true  attach- 
ment to  his  country  :  he  is  neither  French  nor  Englifh : 
he  is  ingenuoufly  an  American.     I  am  not  at.all  furprifed 
that  he  has  appeared  to  you  to  wifh  sincerely  for  the  re- 
conciliation of  the  two  Republics.  I  will,  therefore,  cheer- 
fully answer   the  queftions  you  put  to  me,  on  different 
points,  which  appeared  to  you,  not  to  be  well  eftablifhed 
in  his  mind.     I  do  not  fee,  between  France  and  the  Uni- 
•^ed  States  any  clafbing  of  intereft,  any  caufe  of  jealoufy. 
The  Americans  wifh  to  be  fifhermen,  failors,  manufadur- 
crs,  and  efpecially  hulbandmen.     In  all  thefe  points  of 
view,  their  fuccefs  is  more  at  the  expenfe  of  England  than 
us.     Why  Ihould  we  be  uneafy  about  them  ?     They  af- 
pire  to  the  confolidation  of  their  national  exiflence,  and 
it  is  to  our  purpofe  that  they  fhould  fucceed.     In  fad,  we 
fhould  have  decided  upon  very  fuperficial  views,   to  fuf- 
tain  their  independence,  if  the  matter  was  to  feparate  them 
from  England,  merely  to  leave  them  finally  infulated  a- 
mongthemfelves,  on  an  extenfive  fea  coaft,  weak,  rivalling, 
and  impoverifhed  by  each  other,  and  torn  by  foreign  in- 
trigues.    We  know  that  Great  Britain  would  foon  have 
put  together,  piece  by  piece  thofe  fcattered  flireds,    and 
we  fhould  have  done  nothing  ufeful  for  ourfelves,  if  fo 
miferable  a  chance  of  it,  were  not  daily  rendered  more 
remote.  ^ 

What,  therefore,  is  the  caufe  of  the  mifunderflanding, 
which,  if  France  did  not  manifeft  herfelf  more  wife,  would 
henceforth  induce  a  violent  rupture  between  the  two  Re- 
publics ?  Neither  incompatible  interefts,  nor  projects  of 
aggrandizement  divide  them.  After  all,  diftruft  alone 
has  done  the  whole.  The  government  of  the  United 
States  has  thought,  that  France  wanted  to  revolutionize  it. 
France  has  thought  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  wanted  to  throw  itfelf  into  the  arms  of  England. 
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It  does  not  require  much  fklll  to  divine,  which  is  the  Cab- 
inet- interefted  in  the  two  events  producing  each  other, 
and  which  invifibly  puts  in  motion  all  the  expedients  cal- 
culated to  make  them  take  effedt.  Let  us  open  our  eyes 
on  both  fides.  I  am  difpofed  to  admit  that  the-condud 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States  may  be  explained 
by  other  caufes  than  thofe  heretofore  prefumed.  But  let 
It  on  its  part,  underfland,  that  the  French  government, 
wounded  as  it  may  be,  is  too  wife  to  entertain  the  views 
of  difturbance,  which  the  other  fuppofes.  It  concerns  a 
Republic,  founded  on  the  fyftem  of  reprefentation,  to  fup- 
port  and  not  to  weaken  fimilar  eflablifliments.  The  {la- 
bility of  this  fyflem  abroad  is  a  necelfary  example  at  home. 
France  in  fine,  has  a  double  motive  as  a  nation  and  as  a 
republic,  not  to  expofe  to  any  hazard,  the  prefent  exift- 
ence  of  the  United  States.  Therefore  it  never  thought 
of  making  war  againfl  them,  nor  exciting  civil  commotions 
among  them ,  and  every  contrary  fuppofition  is  an  infult 
to  common  fenfe. 

Thefe  fundamental  principles  being  eflablilTied,  it  is 
natural  to  afK  by  what  fatality,  a  good  underftanding  was 
not  long  fince  reftored  ?  It  was  becaufe  irritation  being 
mingled  with  diflruft,  neither  party  yielded  to  rea^  concil- 
iatory inclinations.  In  the  United  States  it  was  fuppofed 
that  the  French  government  was  temporizing,  in  order  to 
ftrike  the  blow  with  greater  certainty  ;  whence  refulted  a 
crowd  of  meafures,  more  and  more  aggravating.  In 
France  it  was  fuppofed  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  wilhed  only  the  appearances  of  a  negociation, 
whence  refulted  a  certain  demand  for  pledges  of  good  faith. 

Let  us  fubftitute  calmnefs  for  paffion,  confidence  for 
fufpicions,  and  we  fhall  foon  agree,  i  ufed  my  endeavors 
to  enter  upon  a  negociation  in  this  fpirit,  with  Mr.  Ger- 
ry. My  correfpondence  with  him,  until  the  day  of  his 
departure,  is  a  curious  monument  of  advances  on  my 
part,  and  of  evafions  on  his.  It  is  wrong  to  think  that 
I  confined  myfelf  to  vague  proteilations.  Among  that 
feries  of  official  letters,  which  will  doubtlefs  be  pubiiOied 
at  Philadelphia,  I  feled  one  of  the  30th  Prairial,  wherein 
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you  will  fee  that  I  make  very  pofitlvc  propofitions,  with- 
out any  mixture  of  preliminary  conditions.  This  letter 
was  followed  by  three  notes  upon  the  articles  to  be  dif- 
cufTed,  and  I  intended  to  complete  the  others  in  this  man- 
ner, if  Mr.  Gerry  had  not  refufed  to  anfwer  theieto. 

When  it  became  neceflary  to  abandon  the  idea  of  treat- 
ing with  that  envoy,  who  thought  it  important  only  to 
know  how  a  negociation  might  thereafter'  be  refumed,  I 
gave  him  the  mofl  folemn  alTurances  concerning  the  re- 
ception that  a  new  plenipotentiary  would  receive.    It  was 
far  from  my  thoughts  to  infmuate   that  the  Prefident 
fhould  fend  one  from  the  United  States,  inflead  of  inveft- 
ing  with  his  powers  fome  one  who  was  in  Europe  ;  far 
lefs  that  the  envoy  fhould  land  diredly  in  France,  inftead 
of  announcing  it  in  a  neighboring  country.     I  wilhed 
merely  to  fay  that  the  Executive  Directory  was  fo  decided 
for  a  reconciliation,  that  ail  tampering  would  be  fuperflu- 
ous,  that  an  ad  of  confidence  in  it,  would  excite  its  own. 
I  fhould  be  very  badly  underflood,  if  there  fhould  be  found 
in  my  expreflions,  a  reftridion  on  the  nature  of  the  choice 
which  the  Prefident  might  make.     I  wifhed  to  encourage 
Mr.  Gerry  by  teflimonies  of  regard,  that  his  good  inten- 
tions  merited.     Although  I  could  not  dilTemble  that  he 
wanted  decifion  at  a  moment  when  he  might  have  eaf^ly 
adjufted  every  thing.     It  does  not  thence  follow  that  I 
defignated  him  :  I  will  even  avow  that  I  think  him  too 
irrefolute  to  be  fit  to  haflen  the  conclufion  of  an  affair  of 
this  kind.     The  advantages  that  I  prized  in  him  are  com- 
mon to  all  Americans,  who  have  not  manifefled  a  predi- 
ledion  for  England.     Can  it  be  believed  that  a  man  who 
fhould  profefs  a  hatred  or  contempt   of  the  French  Re- 
public, or  fhould  manifeft  himfelf  the  advocate  of  royalty, 
can  infpire  the  Directory  with  a  favorable  opinion  of  the 
difpofitions  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  ?     I 
fhould  have  difguifed  the  truth,  if  I  had  left  this  matter 
ambiguous  :  it  is  not  to  wound  the  independence  of  that 
government,  to  point  out  to  a  fmcere  friend  of  peace,  the 
flioals  he  ought  to  avoido 
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As  to  the  mediation  of  the  Batavian  Republic  and  of 
Spain,  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  ferious  queftion 
about  it,  and  it  appears  to  me  abfolutely  ufelefs.  T  e 
United  States  might  hefitate,  in  the  prefent  flate  of  things, 
to  refer  themfelves  to  their  impartiality,  and  beiides  I  fee 
no  fubje<5l  which  may  not  be  arranged  diredlly. 

I  know  that  the  diftance  which  feparates  France  and  the 
United  States  opens  a  vaft  field  for  incident,  and  there 
have  been  but  too  many  of  them.  But  the  Execucive 
Directory  is  unfhaken  in  the  conduft  which  may  beft  ob- 
viate them.  The  excefs  even  of  provocations  has  deaden- 
ed their  effedt.  The  government  of  the  United  States 
iurrounds  itfelf  v^ith  precautions  againfl  an  imaginary  at- 
tack. To  flretch  the  hand  to  deluded  friends,  is  what 
one  republic  owes  to  another,  and  I  cannot  doubt  that 
the  dignity  of  that  attitude  will  convince  the  Prefident  of 
our  pacific  difpofitions. 

The  two  governrnents  ought  above  all  to  be  attentive 
to  indirect  attempts  to  alienate  them  dill  more.  Their 
prudence  will  fecure  this  objedi,  and  I  fhail  cite  but  on^ 
example  of  it.  You  have  told  Mr.  Murray  the  truth 
refpeding  Dr.  Logan,  But  I  perceive,  that  on  all  hands 
it  is  attempted  to  produce  a  belief  in  America,  that  we 
are  negociating  with  him.  On  the  7th  of  this  month  a 
very  infidious  paragraph  was  inferred  in  the  "  Bien  In- 
forme."  It  is  therein  intimated,  that  guided  by  the  citi- 
zen Thomas  Paine,  Dr.  Logan  has  made  application  to 
the  Executive  Diredory,  in  the  character  of  fecret  agent. 
The  Doctor  has  complained  of  it  bitterly  to  me.  He 
has  no  need  of  juflifying  himfelf  concerning  a  matter, 
the  falfity  of  which  I  know  better  than  any  body  :  but 
he  alTured  me  that  having  once  met  Thomas  Paine,  at 
the  houfe  of  a  third  perfpn,  he  found  him  fo  prejudiced 
againft  the  United  States,  and  fo  opinionative,  with  ref- 
pe6l  to  an  influence  he  neither  pofleifes  among  them  nor 
us,  that  he  abftained  from  converfing  any  more  with  him. 
Moreover,  to  cut  fhort  all  mifunderflanding,  I  engaged 
Dr.  Logan  to  poftpone,  till  another  time,  the  experiments 
|ie  propofes  to  make  on  agriculture,  and  to  return  home. 
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As  to  Mr.  HItchborn,  of  Maffachufetts,  I  was  even  igno- 
rant till  now  that  he  was  in  Europe.  A  fingle  word  will 
fuffice  for  the  reft. 

We  want  nothing  but  juflice  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  :  we  afk  it  :  we  offer  it  to  their  government  ;  it 
may  depend  upon  the  candor  of  the  Executive  Dired:ory. 

You  will  not  doubt,  citizen,  that  I  approve  of  the  com- 
munications which  your  zeal  has  caufed  you  to  feek  with 
Mr.  Murray,  fmce  I  enable  you  to  refume  them  with  of- 
ficial elucidations,  kc.  &c.  &c. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

This  and  all  the  other  communications  from  theFrench 
minifler,  heretofore  publifhed  in  my  letter  to  you,  were 
produced  by  my  meffage  to  Congrefs  of  the  2  iR  of  June, 
1798,  which  was  in  thefe  words  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Se?mfe,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefeniaihes^ 

While  I  congratulate  you  on  the  arrival  of  General 
MarfhalljOne  of  our  late  envoys  extraordinary  to  the  French 
republic,  at  a  place  of  fafety,  where  he  is  juftly  held  in 
honor,  1  think  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  you,  a  letter 
received  by  him  from  Mr.  Gerry,  the  only  one  of  the 
three  who  has  not  received  his  conge.  This  letter,  to- 
gether with  another  from  the  minifler  of  foreign  relations 
to  him,  of  the  3d  of  April,  and  his  anfwer  of  the  4th, 
will  fhew  the  fituation  in  which  he  remains,  his  intentions 
and  profpe6i:s. 

I  prefume,  that  before  this  time  he  has  received  frefh 
inflruclions,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this  meffage, 
to  confent  to  no  loans,  and  therefore  the  negociation  may 
be  confidered  at  an  end. 

/  will  never  fend  another  minifler  to  Trance^  with  out  af- 
furances  that  he  will  be  received^  refpeded  and  honored^  as 
the  reprefentative  9f  a  gr eat ^  free ^  powerful  and  independent 
nation, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

United  States^  June  21/1^1"]^^. 
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In  my  next  letter  you  will  have  the  evidence  of  the 
compliance  of  the  French  government  with  the  conditions 
and  requifitions^  in  my  meflage  to  the  Senate,  nominating 
Mr.  Murray  and  others,  minifters  and  envoys  to  France. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

^Incy^  May  9,  1809. 


LETTER  IX. 

MR.  Hamilton,  in  his  famous  pamphlet,  page  23, 
*  fays,  "  the  con  dud  purfued  bore  fufficient  marks  of  cour- 
age and  elevation  to  raife  the  national  character  to  an  ex- 
alted height  throughout  Europe." 

"  Much  it  is  to  be  deplored  that  we  fhould  have  been 
precipitated  from  this  proud  eminence,  without  neceffity, 
without  temptation." 

It  is  the  habitual  practice  of  our  parties,  to  affirm  or 
deny,  as  they  find  it  to  their  purpofe,  the  honor  or  the 
difgrace  that  is  produced  in  Europe  by  our  meafures. 
But  neither  party  know  any  thing  about  the  matter* 
The  truth  is,  that  our  affairs  are  much  lefs  fpoken  or 
thought  of,  in  Europe,  than  we  imagine.  In  all  parts 
of  Europe,  but  efpecially  in  France  and  England, 
they  are  conftantly  mifreprefented  and  mifunderflood. 
Mod  of  all  in  England.  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that 
Mr.  Hamilton  wrote  entirely  at  random,  and  without 
a  glimmering  of  genuine  information,  when  he  mentioned 
both  the  exaltation  and  precipitation  of  our  national  char- 
acter. To  appeal  to  the  courtiers  or  cabinet,  or  to  the  di- 
plomatic corps  in  Europe,  would  be  idle  ;  becaufe  none 
of  them  will  ever  read  Hamilton's  pamphlet  or  thefe  pa- 
pers. But  I  would  not  hefitate  to  fubmit  the  whole  fub- 
jeO:  to  any  of  them.  I  fhall  take  another  courfe.  Chief 
j-uftice  Ellfworth  is  no  more.  I  can  no  longer  appeal  to 
him.  If  I  could,  I  would  fay  no  more  than  the  truth, 
but  it  would  be  more  than  I  fhall  now  fay  ;  and  I  aver 
that  his  reprefentation  to  me  was  the  direct  reverfe  of 
Hamilton's  dogmatical  affertions.     Governor- Davie  ftill 
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lives,  and  to  him  I  appeal  with  confidence.  He  declared 
to  me,  that  to  judge  of  the  conduft  of  the  American 
government,  both  in  their  naval  and  other  preparations 
for  war,  and  in  their  political  and  diplomatic  negociations 
upon  that  occafion,  a  man  mufl  go  to  Europe,  where  it 
was  confidered  as  the  greatefl  demonflration  of  genius, 
firmnefs  and  wifdom.  If  I  reprefent  the  Governor's  ex- 
preflions  in  flronger  terms  than  thofe  he  ufed,  I  requeft 
him  to  correal  them. 

In  England  I  know  the  Anti- Jacobin  Journal  abufed 
us,  and  fo  did  Macdonald,  Cobbett,  Smith,  and  every 
Briton  in  Europe  and  America,  who  wifhed  us  at  war 
with  France  and  in  alliance  with  England.  But  even  in 
England  all  the  fober  part  of  the  nation  applauded  us,  and 
that  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  foon  became  the  popular  cry, 
"  We  mud  imitate  the  United  States  of  America,  change 
our  minifters,  and  make  peace/*  Accordingly  they  did 
foon  change  their  minifters  and  make  peace  at  Amiens. 

Mr.  Lifton,  whofe  character  I  refped,  had  run  through 
a  long  courfe  of  diplomatic  experience  in  various  courts 
and  countries  in  Europe,  from  a  fecretary  of  legation  and 
charge  des  affaires  to  the  grade  of  minifter  plenipotentiary, 
and  thence  to  that  of  ambaffador  at  Conftantinople,  was 
probably  a  better  judge  than  Mr.  Hamilton,  who  had  no 
experience  at  all  in  any  diplomatic  ftation,  and  who,  I 
dare  to  fay,  had  read  very  little  on  the  fubje£t  of  diplo- 
matic fundions,  and  ftill  lefs  of  the  hiftory  of  embaflies 
or  of  the  printed  difpatches  of  ambaifadors.  Mr.  Lifton, 
if  any  body,  knew  what  would  procure  honor  to  a  nation 
or  government,  and  what  difgrace  :  what  was  triumph, 
and  what  humiliation. 

Now  I  affirm,  that  the  firft  time  Mr.  Lifton  faw  me  af- 
ter  he  had  been  informed  of  the  communications  of  the 
French  Diredory,  through  Talleyrand,  Mr.  Pichon  and 
Mr.  Murray,  he  laid  to  me  thefe  words — "  To  what  hu- 
mi  Hat  ions  will  not  thefe  Frenchmen  Jloop^  to  appeafe  you  ?  I 
am  veryforry  for  it  :  I  own^  I  did  hope  they  would  have 
gone  to  war  withyou^  I  fmiled,  but  made  no  anfvyer.  I 
wanted  no  proof  of  the  fmcerity  of  this  declaration.     I 
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doubted  not  the  fincerity  of  his  wifh  more  than  I  did  that 
of  Mr.  Canning  and  his  affociates  in  the  Anti- Jacobin, 
who,  upon  receiving  the  news  of  Mr.  Murray's  nomina- 
tion, proclaimed  that  jacobinifm  was  triumphant  and  car- 
rying all  before  it  in  America,  They  could  not,  or  would 
not,  diftinguifh  between  jacobinifm  and  neutrality.  Every 
thing  with  them  was  jacobinifm,  except  a  war  with  France 
and  an  alliance  with  Great  Britain.  They  all  panted  for 
a  war  between  the  United  States  and  France  as  fmcerely, 
though  not  fo  ardently,  as  Alexander  Hamilton. 

There  were  not  wanting  infinuations  and  infligations 
to  me,  to  confer  with  Mr.  Lifton  on  the  fubje£t  of 
an  alliance  with  Great  Britain.  And  Mr.  Liflon 
himfelf  repeatedly  fuggefled  to  me,  in  very  modeft  and 
delicate  terms,  however,  his  readinefs  to  enter  into  any 
explanations  on  that  head.  I  always  waved  it  with  as 
eafy  a  politenefs  as  I  could.  But  my  fyftem  was  deter- 
mined, and  had  been  fo  for  more  than  twenty  years,  that 
is,  to  enter  into  no  alliance  with  any  power  in  Europe. — 
In  cafe  of  war  with  England,  I  would  not  enter  into  any 
alliance  with  France.  In  cafe  of  war  with  France,  I 
^,  would  not  form  any  alliance  with  England.  We  want 
no  alliance  :  we  are  equal  to  all  our  own  necelfary  wars. 

*'  Non  tali  auxilio^  nee  defenforibus  ijiis^  tempus  eget^ 
We  might  aid  and  be  aided  by  a  power  at  war  with  our 
enemy,  and  might  concert  operations  from  time  to  time  -y 
but  I  would  make  no  engagement  that  fhould  tie  up  our 
hands  from  making  peace  Vv^henever  we  pleafed.  Had 
the  war  with  France  continued,  I  might  have  been  drawn 
by  the  force  of  public  opinion,  or  the  influence  of  the 
legiflature,  into  an  alliance  with  England  ;  but  it  would 
have  been  againfl  my  own  judgment  and  inclination. 

Let  me  conclude  this  letter  with  an  anecdote.  Dr, 
Franklin  told  me,  that  before  his  return  to  America  from 
England,  in  1775,  ^^  ^^^^  i^  company,  I  believe  at  Lord 
Spencer's,  with  a  number  of  Englifh  noblemen,  when  the 
converfation  turned  upon  fables,  thofe  of  MS.q^^  La  Fon- 
taine, Gay,  Moore,  &c.  &c.  Some  one  of  the  company 
obferved  that  he  thought  the  fubie(5l:  was  exhaufled.   He 
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did  not  believe  that  any  man  could  now  find  an  animal, 
bcaft,  bird,  or  fifh,  that  he  could  work  into  a  new  fable 
with  any  fuccefs  ;  and  the  whole  company  appeared  to 
applaud  the  idea,  except  Franklin,  who  was  filent.  The 
p,entlemen  infilled  on  his  opinion.  He  faid,  with  fubmif- 
fion  to  their  lordfhips,  he  believed  the  fubje£l  was  inex- 
hauftible,  and  that  many  new  and  inftru6tive  fables  might 
be  made  out  of  fuch  materials.  Can  you  think  of  any 
one  at  prefent  ?  If  your  lordfhip  will  furnLfh  me  a  pen, 
ink,  and  paper,  I  believe  I  can  furnifh  your  lordfhip  with 
one  in  a  few  minutes.  The  paper  was  brought,  and  he 
fat  down  and  wrote  :— 

Once  upon  a  time,  an  eagle  fcaling  round  a  farmer's 
barn,  and  efpying  a  hare,  darted  down  upon  him  like  a 
fun  beam,  feized  him  in  his  claws,  and  re-mounted  with 
him  in  the  air.  He  foon  found  that  he  had  a  creature 
of  more  courage  and  flrength  than  a  hare,  for  which, 
notwithflanding  the  keennefs  of  his  eye-fight,  he  had 
miftaken  a  cat.  The  fnarling  and  fcrambling  of  the  prey 
was  very  inconvenient,  and  what  was  worfe,  fhe  had  dif* 
engaged  herfelf  from  his  talons,  grafped  his  body  with 
her  four  limbs,  fo  as  to  (top  his  breath,  and  feized  fad 
hold  of  his  throat  with  her  teeth.  Pray,  faid  the  eagle, 
let  go  your  hold  and  I  will  releafe  you.  Very  fine,  faid 
the  eat,  I  have  no  fancy  to  fall  from  this  height  and  be 
crufhed  to  death.  You  have  taken  me  up,  and  you  fhall 
Hoop  and  let  me  down.  The  eagle  thought  it  neceflary 
to  Hoop  accordingly.  The  moral  was  fo  applicable  to 
England  and  America,  that  the  fable  was  allowed  to  be 
original,  and  highly  applauded. 

Let  Hamilton  fay  what  he  will,  the  French  Dire£lory 
found  it  convenient  to  floop  and  fet  us  down  on  our 
honeft  ground  of  neutrality  and  impartiality,  as  the  Eng- 
liih  eagle  did  formerly,  and  now  does  a  fecond  time. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
S^anejy  May  1809. 


47 

LETTER  X. 

ANOTHER  of  my  crimes,  according  to  my  great  ac- 
cufer,  page  28,  was  nominating  Mr.  Murray,  without 
previous  confultation  with  any  of  my  miniflers.  To  this 
charge  I  fhall  fay  but  little  at  prefent. 

In  England  the  firft  magiftrate  is  refponfible  for  noth* 
ing  ;  his  minifters  for  every  thing  :  Here,  according  to 
the  practice,  if  not  the  conftitution,  the  minillers  are  re- 
fponfible for  nothing  ;  the  Prefident  for  every  thing.  He 
is  made  to  anfwer,  before  the  people,  not  only  for  every 
thing  done  by  his  miniflers,  but  even  for  all  the  a6ls  of 
the  Legiflature :  Witnefs  the  Alien  and  Sedition  Laws. 
In  all  great  and  effential  meafures,  he  is  bound  by  his 
honor  and  his  confcience,  by  his  oath  to  the  conftitution, 
as  well  as  his  refponfibility  to  the  public  opinion  of  the 
nation,  to  zd:  his  own  mature  and  unbiaffed  judgment, 
though  unfortunately,  it  may  be  in  direft  contradidion 
to  the  advice  of  all  his  miniflers.  This  was  my  fituation 
in  more  than  one  inflance.  It  had  been  fo  in  the  nomi- 
nation of  Mr.  Gerry  ;  it  was  afterwards  fo  in  the  pardon 
of  Fries.  Two  meafures  that  I  recoiled  with  infinite 
fatisfadion,  and  which  will  confole  me  in  my  lafl  hour. 

In  the  cafe  now  in  queflion  I  perfectly  knew  the  fen- 
tlments  of  all  my  miniflers.  I  knew  every  argument 
they  could  alledge,  and  moreover,  I  knew  the  fecret  mo- 
tives that  governed  them,  better  than  they  did  themfelves. 
I  knew  them  then,  and  I  know  them  now  :  Believe  it  or 
difbelieve  it  who  will,  at  the  prefent  time  :  hereafter  the 
world  will  be  convinced  of  it. 

I  knew  that  if  I  called  the  heads  of  departments  to- 
gether, and  afked  their  advice,  three  of  them  would  very 
laconically  protefl  againfl  the  meafure.  The  other  two 
would  be  loath  to  diffent  from  their  brethren,  and  would 
more  modeflly  and  mildly  concur  with  them.  The  con- 
fequence  would  be,  that  the  whole  would  be  InHantane- 
oufly  communicated  to  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  &c.  in  the  Sen- 
ate,  and  G,  H,  I,  &c.  in  the  Houfe  of  Pv.eprefentatives  ; 
tht  public  and  the  prelTes  would  have  it  at  once,  and  a 
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clamor  raifed  and  a  prejudice  propagated  againfl  the 
meafure,  that  would  probably  excite  the  Senate  to  put 
their  negative  on  the  whole  plan.  If  I  had  called  the 
heads  of  departments  together,  and  afked  their  advice,  I 
knew  from  pad  experience,  that  their  anfwers  would  have 
been  flat  negatives.  If  I  had  aiked  their  reafons,  they 
would  be  fuch  arguments  as  Hamilton  has  recorded,  for 
he,  itfeems,  was  their  recording  fecretary.  i.  The  eti- 
quette which  required,  according  to  them,  that  France 
ihould  fend  a  minifler  to  us.  2.  That  a  negociation  with 
France  would  give  offence  to  Great  Britain  and  to  Ruffia, 
and  probably  involve  us  in  a  war  with  thefe  powers.  I 
had  twenty  times  anfwered  thefe  arguments,  by  faying 
that  there  was  no  fuch  etiquette.  It  was  true  that  in  an- 
cient and  more  barbarous  times,  when  nations  had  been 
inflamed  by  long  wars,  and  the  people  wrought  up  to  a 
degree  of  fury,  on  both  fides,  fo  as  to  excite  apprehenfions 
that  ambaflfadors  would  be  infulted  or  maflacreed  by  the 
populace,  or  even  imprifoned  as  in  Turkey,  fovereigns 
had  infifl:ed  that  ambaffadors  fliould  be  exchanged,  and 
that  ofle  fhould  be  held  as  a  hofl:age  for  the  other.  It  had 
even  been  infifted  that  a  French  ambaflfador  fliould  em- 
bark at  Calais,  at  the  fame  hour  that  an  Englifli  ambafla- 
dor  embarked  at  Dover.  But  thefe  times  were  paffed. 
Nations  fent  ambaffadors  now  as  they  pleafed.  Franklin 
and  his  affociates  had  been  fent  to  France  ;  Mr.  Jay  had 
been  fent  to  Spain  ;  I  had  been  fent  to  Holland  ;  Mr, 
Izzard  had  been  commiffioned  to  Tufcany  ;  Mr,  W.  Lee, 
to  Vienna  and  Berlin,  without  any  fl:ipulation  for  fending 
minlfliers  in  return.  We  had  a  minifter  in  London  three 
years,  without  any  minifl:er  from  England  in  return.  We 
have  had  a  minifter  at  Berlin,  without  any  from  Pruflia. 
As  to  the  offence  that  would  be  taken  by  Great  Britain, 
I  aflved,  fliall  we  propofe  any  thing  to  France,  or  agree 
to  any  thing  inconfiftent  with  our  treaties  and  pledged 
faith  with  England  ?  Certainly  not.  What  right  has 
England,  then,  to  be  offended  ? '  Have  we  not  as  clear  a 
right  to  make  peace  as  flic  has  ?  We  are  at  war  with 
France,  at  leaft  in  part.     If  Britain  ihould  make  peace 
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with  France,  what  right  have  we  to  complain,  provided 
fhe  flipulates  nothing  inconfiftent  with  her  treaty  with  us  ? 

As  to  Ruffia,  what  has  fhe  to  do  with  us,  or  we  with 
her  ?  I  had  confidence  enough  in  the  afTurances  given, 
firmly  to  believe  that  our  envoys  would  be  received  and 
refpeded.  Candidates  enough  were  ready  to  run  the 
rifque,  and  Hamilton  himfelf  would  have  been  very  proud 
to  have  been  one  of  them,  if  he  had  not  been  Commander 
inChief  ofthe  Army. 

I  will  acknowledge  that  when  the  terror  of  the  power  and 
anger  of  Great  Britain  have  been  held  up  to  me,  in  a  man- 
ner that  appears,  to  me,  to  be  bafe  and  fervile,  I  fometimes 
was  provoked  to  fay,  that  in  a  juft  caufe,  when  the  eflen- 
tial  chara6ter  and  interefls  of  the  United  States  fhould  be 
wronged  by  Great  Britain,  I  fhall  hold  her  power  in  total 
contempt.  It  may  be  faid,  for  it  has  been  faid,  that  this 
was  imprudent,  and  that  I  was  fretted.  Let  it  be  faid  by 
whom  it  will.  I  now  repeat  the  fame  fentiment,  after 
the  coolefl  refledion  of  ten  years. 

On  the  other  hand,  by  making  the  nomination  on  my 
own  authority,  I  believed  that  the  heads  of  departments 
would  have  fome  difcretion,  and  although  I  knew  that 
the  Britifh  faction  would  excite  a  clamor,  and  that  fome 
of  the  Senators,   Reprefentatives,  and  heads  of  depart- 
ments would  make  no  exertions  to  difcountenance  it,  if 
they  did  not  fecretly  or  openly  encourage  it  :  yet  I  was 
fo  perfectly  convinced  ofthe  national  fenfe,  and  that  the 
Senate  felt  it  fo  flrongly,  that  they  would  not  dare  to 
negative  it,  even  if  the  majority  had  difliked  it,  v/hich  I 
very  well  knew  they  did  not.     I  thought  a  clamor  after 
the  fad,  would  be  much  lefs  dangerous  than  a  clamor 
before  it.     And  fo  it  proved  in  experience.     A  clamor 
there  was,  as  I  always  knew  there  v/ould  be,  and  Alex- 
ander Hamilton  had  a  principal  under-hand  in  exciting  it. 
It  is  well  known  that  there  are  continued  interviews 
between  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  the  members  of 
the  Houfe,  and  the  heads  of  departments.     Eternal  fo- 
iicitations  for  nominations  to  oflice,  are  made  in  this  man- 
ner.    There  is  not  an  executive  meafure,  that  members 


50 

of  Congrefs  are  not  almofi:  conflantly  employed  in  pump- 
ing  from  the  heads  of  departments.  There  is  not  a 
legiflative  meafm*e  that  the  heads  of  departments  do  not 
intermeddle  in.  It  really  deferves  confideration  whether 
it  would  not  be  better  that  heads  of  departments  fhould 
be  members  of  the  legiflature.  There  they  would  be 
confronted  in  all  things.  Now  all  is  fecrecy  and  dark- 
nefs.  Wafhington,  I  know,  was  nearly  as  much  vexed 
and  tortured  by  thefe  things  as  I  was,  and  refigned  his 
office  to  get  rid  of  them.  And  fo  would  I  have  done, 
with  great  joy,  if  I  could  have  been  fure  of  a  fucceflbr 
whofe  fentiments  were  as  conformable  to  mine,  as  he 
knew  mine  were  to  his. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
^inc^y  May  17,  1809, 
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MR.  Hamilton,  in  his  pamphlet,  page  28,  fpeaking 
of  Talleyrand's  difpatches,  fays,  "  overtures  fo  circuitous 
and  informal,  through  a  perfon  who  was  not  the  regular 
organ  of  the  French  government  for  making  them,  to  a 
perfon  who  was  not  the  regular  organ  of  the  French  gov^ 
ernment  for  receiving  them,  &c.  were  a  very  inadequate 
bafis  for  the  inflitution  of  a  new  miflion.'* 

Here,  again,  Mr.  Hamilton's  total  ignorance  or  obliv- 
ion of  the  practice  of  our  own  government,  as  well  as  the 
conftant  ufage  of  other  nations  in  diplomatic  proceedings, 
appears  in  all  its  luftre.  1784  the  Congrefs  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  then  fovereign  of  our  country,  iffued  fif- 
teen commiflions,  as  I  remember  ;  if  I  miftake  the  num- 
ber Col.  Humphreys  can  corred  me,  for  he  was  the 
fecretary  of  legation  to  them  all,  and  poffelTes,  as  I  fup- 
pofe,  the  original  parchments,  to  John  Adams,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  and  Thomas  Jefferfon,  to  form  commercial 
treaties  with  all  the  commercial  powers  of  Europe,  and 
the  Barbary  ftates.     Our  inflrudions  were  to  communis 
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€ate  thefe  credentials  to  the  ambaffadors  of  thefc  powers 
at  Verfailles,  not  to  go  to  thofe  courts-  And  we  did  com- 
municate them  in  this  informal  and  circuitous  manner, 
and  received  very  civil  anfwers.  We  were  not  told,  if 
Congrefs  wifhes  any  connexions  with  us,  commercial  or 
political,  let  them  fend  ambalTadors  dire^lly  to  our  courts. 
It  is  inconfiftent  with  our  dignity  to  receive,  or  pay  any 
attention  to  fuch  indirect,  circuitous,  and  informal  over- 
tures. 

Thefe  indirect  and  circuitous  communications,  as  Ham- 
ilton calls  them,  are  of  eftablifhed  ufage  and  daily  prac- 
tice all  over  the  world.  Inftances  of  them  without  num- 
ber might  be  quoted.     I  fhall  only  recite  two  or  three. 

The  Baron  de  Thulemier,  ambaffador  from  Frederick 
the  great,  king  of  PrufTia,  whofe  name  and  cbarafler  Mr* 
Hamilton  affeds  to  admire,  wrote  me  a  letter  when  I  was 
minifter  Plenipotentiary  in  Holland,  informing  me  that 
he  had  received  the  commands  of  the  king,  his  mafter, 
to  make  me  a  vifit,  and  communicate  fomething  to  me  as 
minifter  from  the  United  States  of  America,  and  defired 
to  know  at  what  hour  I  would  receive  him.     I  wrote 
him  in  anfwer,  that  I  would  have  the  honor  of  receiving 
him  at  twelve  o'clock,  of  the  next  day,  or  if  he  wiflied 
an  earlier  interview  1  would  call  on  him,  at  his  hotel,  at 
any  hour  he  fhould  be  pleafed  to  indicate.     To  this  I  re- 
ceived no  anfwer,  but  at  the  hour  I  had  mentioned,  his 
excellency  appeared  at  my  houfe,  in  the  habiliments  and 
with  the  equipage  of  his  minifterial  charader.     He  faid 
that  the  King  his  mafter,  had  ordered  him  to  viftt  me  and 
afk  my  opinion  of  a  connexion  and  treaty  between  Fruftia 
and  the  United  States  of  America.     What  a  figure  fliould 
I  have  made,  if  I  had  faid,  this  is  all  circuitous  and  infor- 
mal.    Your  mafter,  if  he  wifties  a  connexion,  commer- 
cial or  political  with  America,  muft  fend  an  ambaffador 
to  Philadelphia,  and  propofe  it  to  Congrefs  I     Yet  Mr. 
Hamilton's  doctrine  and  reafoning  would  have  required 
this.     The  king,  however,  would  have  expected  more 
fenfe  of  propriety,  more  knowledge  of  the  intercourfe  of 
nations,  and  a  more  rational  anfwer  from  a  deputy  of  one 
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of  our  favage  tribes,  or  one  of  the  migratory  hordes  of  Af- 
rica or  Tartary.  My  anfwer  was,  be  pleafed,  fir,  to 
prefent  my  mod  profound  refpedts  to  his  majefty,  and 
inform  him,  that  though  I  have  no  commifTion  or 
inftrudlions  to  enter  into  official  conferences  upon 
the  fubjed,  I  am  very  fenfible  of  the  high  honor  done 
me  by  this  communication,  and  have  no  hefitation  in 
exprefling  my  private  opinion,  that  fuch  a  connection 
between  the  United  States  and  his  majefly's  dominions 
•would  be  highly  honorable  and  advantageous,  and  I 
had  no  doubt  Congrefs  would  be  unanimous  in  the 
fame  fentiments.  That  without  lofs  of  time  I  would 
tranfmit  to  them  an  account  of  this  converfation,  and  had 
no  doubt  they  would  authorife  a  minifler  to  treat  with 
his  majefty's  minifter.  The  Baron  then  faid,  he  was  far- 
ther direded  to  alk  my  opinion  of  a  proper  bafis  of,  a 
treaty.  I  anfwered,  our  treaty  lately  concluded  with 
Holland  would  in  my  opinion,  be  fuch  a  bafis. 

Congrefs,  when  they  received  this  information  from 
me,  did  not  fay,  this  is  all  informal  and  indirect  ;  from 
obfcure  and  unauthorifed  agents  ;  the  king  of  Pruffia 
mufl  fend  us  an  ambaffador.  Yet  I  fent  them  no  official 
ad  of  the  king  ;  no  official  letter  under  hand  and  feal 
from  his  prime  minifter,  as  Mr.  Murray  did  to  me.  All 
was  mere  parole  evidence ;  mere  verbal  converfation.  Yet 
Congrefs  immediately  fent  a  commiffion  to  Adams, 
Franklin,  and  Jefferfon,  to  treat  with  the  king's  minifter. 
The  king  fent  a  commiffion  to  his  minifter,  and  a  treaty 
was  negociated,  concluded  and  ratified,  which  now  re- 
mains among  the  archives  and  printed  documents  of  our 
country,  not  at  all  to  her  difgrace. 

The  king  had  previoufly  ordered  his  ambaffador  to  ex- 
prefs  to  me  his  entire  fatisfaclion  with  the  interview  be- 
tween his  ambaffador  and  me  ;  that  he  had  maturely  ex- 
amined our  treaty  with  Holland,  and  approved  it  as  a 
bafis  of  negociation  with  him. 

Another  inftance.  Mr.  Weems,  a  'young  gentleman 
of  liberal  education  from  Virginia  or  Maryland,  went  to 
England  in  hopes  of  obtaining  holy  orders  in  the  Church, 
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He  wrote  a  letter  to  me,  as  American  miniiler  in  Holland^^ 
though  he  had  never  feen  me,  and  indeed  has  never  feen 
me  fince,  bitterly  complaining  not  only  of  the  flern  refa- 
fal,  but  even  of  the  rough  treatment  he  had  received  from 
the  Englifh  bifhops,  and  even  from  the  great  Hurd.  He 
defired  to  know  if  he  could  receive  ordination  from  the 
bilhops  in  Holland.  There  were  no  bifhops  in  Holland  5 
but  there  were  Proteflant  bifhops  in  Denmark.  At  the 
firfl  meeting  of  the  ambafladors,  I  aiked  Mr,  De  Saint 
Saphorin,  the  ambaifador  from  Denmark,  whether  an  A- 
merican  candidate  for  the  miniftry  could  receive  from  the 
bifhops  in  his  country  Epifcopal  ordination  ;  and  whether 
any  oaths,  fubfcriptions  or  profeffions  of  faith,  would  be 
required  ;  and  whether  the  articles  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land were  fufGciently  conformable  to  the  faith  of  Denmark? 
"Mon  Dieu  !  Je  n'en  fais  rien"— My  God  !  faid  Saint 
Saphorin,  I  know  nothing  of  the  matter  ;  but  if  you  de- 
fire  it,  I  will  foon  inform  myfelf.  I  thanked  him,  and 
ihould  be  much  obliged  to  him.  In  a  fhorter  time  than 
I  could  imagine,  he  came  to  inform  me  that  he  had  writ- 
ten our  convf  rfation  to  the  prime  minifler  of  his  court, 
who  had  laid  it  before  the  king,  v/ho  had  taken  it  into 
confideration  in  his  council,  and  had  ordered  it  to  be  laid 
before  the  convocation,  who  had  unanimouily  determined, 
that  any  American  candidate  of  proper  qualifications  and 
good  moral  character  fhould  at  any  time  receive  ordina- 
tion from  any  bifhop  in  Denmark,  without  taking  any 
oath  or  profefTmg  any  other  faith,  but  merely  fubfcribing 
the  articles  of  the  church  of  England.  He  even  went  fo 
far  as  to  fay  that  the  king,  if  we  defired  it,  would  appoint 
a  bifhop  in  one  of  his  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies  to  accom- 
modate American  candidates.  I  wrote  this  to  MnWeems, 
and  it  foon  procured  him  a  more  polite  reception  from  the 
Enghfli  clergy.  Indeed  it  laid  the  firfl  foundation  not 
only  of  Mr.  Weems's  ordination,  but  of  the  whole  fyflem 
of  Epifcopacy  in  the  United  States. 

I  alfo  wrote  a  hiflcry  of  it  to  Congrefs,  who  inflead  of 
reprimanding  me,  ordered  me  to  tranfmit  their  thanks  to 
the  king  of  Denmark,  which  I  did  afterwards,  through 
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another  indiredl  and  informal  channel,  that  of  his  ambaf. 
fador  at  the  court  of  London. 

It  feems  that  neither  St.  Saphorin,  nor  his  prime  min- 
ifter,  nor  the  king  their  mafter,  nor  his  council,  nor  the 
whole  convocation  of  bifliops,  nor  our  American  congrefs, 
were  fuch  profound  adepts  in  the  law  of  nations  and  the 
diplomatic  intercourfe  of  fovereigns,  as  Mr.  Hamilton. 
None  of  them  difcovered  that  it  was  inconfiftent  with 
their  dignity  to  take  notice  of  any  thing  lefs  formal  and 
diredt  than  immediate  communications  from  a  refident 
ambafTador. 

Let  me  add  another  example.  At  the  infligation  of 
the  Count  de  Vergenres,  the  Swedifh  ambafTador  at  Ver- 
failles  had  written  to  his  court  to  know  whether  it  would 
be  agreeable  to  them  to  form  a  treaty  with  the  United 
States.  Receiving  an  anfwer  in  the  affirmative,  he  fug- 
gelled  this  to  Dr.  Franklin,  who  upon  this  fimple  verbal 
infmuation,  wrote  an  account  of  it  to  Congrefs,  who  im- 
mediately fent  him  a  commiflion.  The  king  of  Sweden 
fent  a  commifTion  to  his  ambaffador  at  Verfailles.  The 
treaty  was  concluded  at  Paris,  and  afterwards  ratified  by 
both  powers.  Yet  no  ambaffador  from  Sweden  to  the 
United  States  has  ever  appeared,  and  no  minifter  from 
the  United  States  has  ever  gone  to  Sweden  to  this  day. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

^incyy  May  1 8,  1809. 


LETTER  XIL 

IN  pamphlet^  page  27,  it  is  faid  that  the  great  alteration 
in  public  opinion  had  put  it  completely  in  the  power  of 
our  executive  to  control  the  machinations  of  any  future 
pubhc  agent,  of  France.  Therefore  Philadelphia  was  a 
lafer  fcene  of  negociation  than  Paris. 

Mr,  Hamilton's  erroneous  conceptions  of  the  public 
opinion  may  be  excufed  by  the  confiderations  that  he  was 
not  a  native  of  the  United  States  j  that  he  was  born  and 
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bred  intheWefl  Indies,  till  he  went  to  Scotland,  for  ed- 
ucation,  where  he  fpent  his  time  in  a  feminary  of  learning, 
till  feventeen  years  of  age  ;  after  which  no  man  ever  per- 
fedly  acquired  a  national  character  ;  then  entered  a  col- 
lege at  New  York,  from  whence  he  iflued  into  the  arniy 
as  an  aid  decamp.  In  thefe  fituations  he  could  fcarcely 
acquire  the  opinions,  feelings,  or  principles  of  the  Amer- 
ican people.  His  error  may  be  excufed  by  the  further 
confideration,  that  his  time  was  chiefly  fpent  in  his  pleaf- 
ures,  in  his  eledioneering  vifits,  conferences  and  corref-, 
pondences,  in  propagating  prejudices  againft  every  man 
whom  he  thought  his  fuperior  in  the  public  eflimation  ; 
^nd  in  compofmg  ambitious  reports  upon  finance,  while 
the  real  bufmefs  of  the  treafury  was  done  bj  Duer,  by 
Wolcott,  and  even,  for  fome  time  and  in  part,  by  Tench 
Coxe. 

His  obfervatlon  that  "  France  will  never  be  without  fe- 
cret  agents,"  is  true  :  and  it  is  equally  true  that  England 
will  always  have  fecret  agents  and  emiiTaries  too.  "  That 
her  partizans  among  our  own  citizens,  can  much  better 
promote  her  caufe  than  any  agents  fhe  can  fend,  is  alfo 
true  :'*  but  it  is  at  lead  equally  true  of  the  partizans  of 
Great  Britain,  We  have  feen,  in  the  foregoing  papers, 
glaring  and  atrocious  inftances  of  the  exertions  of  her 
public  agents,  fecret  emiflaries  and  partizans  among  our 
citizens.  But  none  have  yet  been  mentioned  that  bear 
any  comparifon,  in  point  of  guilt  and  arrogance,  with 
thofe  of  all  kinds  that  have  been  exhibited  within  the  laft 
two  or  three  years. 

My  worthy  fellow-citizens  !  Our  form  of  government, 
inefliimable  as  it  is,  expofes  us  more  than  any  other  to  the 
infidious  intrigues  and  peililented  influence  of  foreign  na- 
tions.  Nothing  but  our  inflexible  neutrality  can  preferve 
us.  The  public  negociations  and  fecret  intrigues  of  the 
Englifti  and  the  French  have  been  employed,  for  centu- 
ries, in  every  court  and  country  of  Europe.  Look  back 
to  the  hiftory  of  Spain,  Holland,  Germany,  Ruflia,  Swe- 
den, Denmark,  Pruflla,  Italy,  and  Turkey,  for  the  lad 
hundred  years.    How  many  revolutions  have  been  caufcd  i 
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How  many  emperors  and  kings  have  fallen  victims  to  the 
alternate  triumphs  of  parties,  excited  by  Englifhmen  or 
Frenchmen  ?  And  can  vire  exped  to  efcape  the  vigilant 
attention  of  politicians  fo  experienced,  fo  keen  fighted, 
and  fo  rich  ?  If  we  convince  them  that  our  attachment 
to  neutrality  is  unchangeable,  they  will  let  us  alone  :  but 
as  long  as  a  hope  remains,  in  either  power,  of  feducing 
us  to  engage  in  war  on  his  fide  and  againfl  his  enemy, 
we  fhall  be  torn  and  convulfed  by  their  manoeuvres. 

Never  was  there  a  groffer  miftake  of  public  opinion 
than  that  of  Mr.  Hamilton.  The  great  alteration  in  pub- 
lic opinion  had  not  then,  nor  has  it  yet,  taken  place.  The 
French  republic  ftill  exifled  :  The  French  people  were 
flill  confidered  as  flruggling  for  liberty,  amidfl  all  their 
internal  revolutions,  their  conflids  of  parties,  and  their 
bloody  wars  againft  the  coalitions  of  European  powers. 
Monarchy,  empire,  had  not  been  fuggefted.  Bonaparte 
had  appeared  only  as  a  foldier  ;  had  adled  on  the  public 
ftage  in  no  civil  or  political  employment.  A  fenfe  of 
gratitude,  for  fervices  rendered  us  in  our  revolution,  by 
far  more  fmcere  and  ardent  than  reafon  or  juftice  could 
warrant,  ftill  remained  on  the  Ainds,  not  only  of  our 
republicans,  but  of  great  numbers  of  our  founded  federal- 
ifts.  Did  Mr.  Hamilton  recoiled  the  ftate  of  our  prefles  ? 
Recollect  the  names  and  popular  eloquence  of  the  editors 
of  the  oppofition  papers  ?  That  fcoffing,  fcorning  wit, 
and  that  cauftic  mahgnity  of  foul  which  appeared  fo  re- 
markably in  all  the  writings  of  Thomas  Paine  and  Cal- 
lender,  which  to  the  difgrace  of  human  nature,  never  fails 
to  command  attention  and  applause  ?  The  members  of 
the  Senate  and  Houfe,  who  were  decided  againft  the  ad- 
miniftration,  their  continual  intercourfe  and  communica- 
tions with  French  emiftaries  ?  The  hideous  clamor  againft 
the  alien  law,  and  fedition  law,  both  confidered  as  levelled 
entirely  againft  the  French  and  their  friends,  and  the 
furrender  according  to  the  Britifti  treaty,  of  the  Irifli  mur- 
derer Nafti,  impofed  upon  the  public  for  Jonathan  Rob- 
bins  ?  Did  he  recoiled  the  infunedion  in  Pennfylvania, 
the   univerfal   and    perpetual  inflammatory  publications 
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againfl  the  land  tax,  flanip  tax,  coach  tax,  excife  Ia\v, 
and  eight  per  cent  loan  ?  Did  he  never  fee  nor  hear  of 
the  circular  letters  of  members  of  Congrefs  from  the  mid- 
dle and  fouthern  ftates  ?  Did  he  know  nothing  of  the  bi- 
ting farcafms,  the  burning  rage  againfl  himfelf  and  his 
own  army  ?  Did  he  know  nothing  of  a  kind  of  journal 
that  was  publifhed  of  every  irregular  a6l  of  any  officer  or 
foldier,  of  every  military  punifhment  that  was  infii£led, 
under  the  appellation  of  the  Canibal's  Progrefs  ?  Did  he 
fee  nothing  of  the  French  cockades  oflentatioufiy  exhib- 
ited againft  the  American  cockades  ? 

Had  a  French  minifter  been  feen  here  with  his  fuite, 
he  would  have  been  inllantly  informed  of  every  fource 
and  fymptom  of  difcontent.  Almoft  every  Frenchman 
upon  the  continent,  and  they  were  then  numerous  in  all 
the  ftates,would  have  been  employed  in  criminating  the  A- 
merican  government,  in  applauding  the  condefcenfion  of 
the  French  Directory,  and  the  friendly,  conciliating  dif- 
pofition  of  the  French  nation.  Nothing  could  have  been 
kept  fecret.  The  popular  clamor  for  peace  on  any  terms 
would  have  been  very  difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  to  refifl. 
The  multitude  in  Philadelphia,  as  it  was,  were  almoft  as 
ripe  to  pull  me  out  of  my  houfe  as  they  had  been  to  de- 
throne Wafliington  in  the  time  of  Genet.  Even  the  night 
of  the  fall  day,  the  ftreets  were  crouded  with  multitudi- 
nous aflemblies  of  the  people,  efpecially  that  before  my 
door,  and  kept  in  order  only,  as  many  people  thought, 
by  a  military  patrol,  ordered,  I  believe,  by  the  Governor 
of  Pennfylvania. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  it  was  my  opinion,  and  it  is  fo 
ftill,  it  was  infinitely  better  to  conduft  the  negocialion  at 
Paris  than  in  Philadelphia.  But  if  this  was  and  is  an  er- 
ror, it  was  certainly  not  of  fuch  confequence  as  Hamilton 
thought  fit  to  reprefent  it.  If  it  was  an  error,  I  humbly 
conceive  it  would  have  better  become  Mr.  Hamilton'  to 
have  been  filent,  than  to  endeavor  to  make  it  unpopular — 
fmce  the  ftep  was  taken  and  irrevocable,  when  he  wrote: 

But  the  real  truth  is,  he  was  in  hopes,'  as  v/ell  as  Mr. 
Lifiion,  that  the  French  government  would  neither  fend 
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a  miniiler  here  nor  receive  one  there — in  fhort,  that  they 
would  have  gone  to  war  with  us.  If  we  had  waited  for 
a  miniiler  here,  much  time  would  have  been  loft  :  our 
Jittle  naval  force  under  Talbot,  Truxton,  Decatur,  Little, 
&c.  was  doing  wonders  in  proteding  our  commerce,  and 
in  fighting  and  capturing  French  fhips  of  war.  Some  of 
our  citizens  were  not  wanting  in  irritating  expreflions  of 
exultation  and  triumph,  particularly  in  parading  a  French 
national  Ihip  that  had  been  captured  by  Decatur  up  the 
Delaware,  in  fight  of  all  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
with  the  French  national  colors  reverfed  under  our  A- 
merican  flag.  Hamilton  hoped  that  fuch  provocations 
would  produce  an  irreconcilable  breach  and  a  declaration 
of  war.  He  was  difappointed  and  loll  the  command  of 
his  army.     Hitic  ilia  Lacrwm  ! 

There  were  other  circumftances  of  more  ferious  and 
folid  importance,  indicative  of  public  opinion,  which  Mr, 
Hamilton,  if  he  had  been  a  vigilant  and  fagacious  ftatef- 
man,  could  not  have  overlooked.  The  venerable  patri- 
archs, Pendleton  and  Wythe,  of  Virginia,  openly  de- 
claimed for  peace  ;  the  former  came  out  in  print  with  his 
name,  protefting  againft  a  war  with  our  fifter  republic  of 
France.  General  Heath  came  out  v/ith  an  addrefs  to  the 
public  in  Maflachufetts,  declaring  that  every  man  he  met 
was  decidedly  for  peace.  When  the  eledion  was  coming 
on,  the  legiflature  of  Maflachufetts  dare  not  truft  the  peo- 
ple, either  at  large  or  in  diftriiSb,  to  choofe  eledors,  but 
aflumed  that  office  to  themfelves.  In  New- York,  the 
great  intereft  and  vaft  bodies  of  people,  who  are  fuppofed 
to  follow  or  dired  the  two  great  families  of  Clintons  and 
Livingftons,  aided  by  all  the  addrefs  and  dexterity  of 
Aaron  Burr,  was  decidedly  for  peace  with  France.  In 
Pennfylvania,  Governor  M'Kean,  with  his  majority  of 
thirty  thoufand  votes,  or  in  other  words,  at  the  head  of 
the  two  vaft  bodies  of  Germans  and  Irifli,  reinforced  by 
great  num.bers  of  Englifti  PreftDyterians,  Quakers  and  An- 
abaptifts,  were  decidedly  againft  a  war  with  France. 

After  enumerating  all  thefe  fymptons  of  the  popular 
bias,  it  would  be  frivolous  to  enlarge  upon  the  converfa^ 
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tions  of  which  I  was  informed  at  taverns  and  infurancc 
offices,  threatening  violence  to  the  Prefident  by  pulling 
him  out  of  his  chair  ;  upon  the  French  cockades  that  were 
every  where  paraded  before  my  eyes,  in  oppofition  to  the 
black  cockade,  or  upon  the  declarations  and  oaths,  which 
I  know  were  made  by  no  fmail  numbers,  that  if  we  went 
to  war  with  France,  and  the  French  Ihouid  come  here, 
they  would  join  them  againfl  the  federalifts  and  the  Eng- 
lifti.  Thefe  things  I  Tecolled  v/ith  grief,  becaufe  they  da 
^o  honor  to  our  country  :  but  I  mud  fay  they  difgracc 
no  more  than  many  more  folemn  adlions  and  declara- 

ns  of  the  oppofite  party  againfl  France,  and  in  favor  of 

V  land,  have  done  within  the  lad  twelve  months. 

yn  thefe  circumftances,  it  was  the  height  of  folly  to  fay 
■  Hamilton  fays,  that  it  would  have  been  fafer  to  nego- 
.1  e  at  Philadelphia  than  at  Paris.  As  to  our  ambaffador's 
%€});-"  overawed  in  Paris,  by  any  finefle  of  politicians,  or 
triun  phs  of  the  French  arms  :  we  mud  take  care  to  fend 
r^e. .  vho  are  equal  to  fuch  trials.  The  French  have  not, 
as  )  ,  gained  any  great  and  unjuft  advantages  of  us  by 
all  their  policy.  Our  envoys  were  precifely  inftrucled. 
Every  article  was  prefcribed  that  was  to  be  infilled  on  as 
an  ultimatum.  In  a  treaty  they  could  not  depart  from  a 
pundliiio.  A  convention  they  might  make,  as  they  did, 
at  their  own  rifque.  But  the  Prefident  and  Senate  were 
under  no  obligation  to  ratify  it.  Had  it  betrayed  a  fmgle 
point  of  effential  honor  or  inteiefl,  I  Vv^ould  have  fent  it 
back,  as  Mr.  JefFerfon  did  the  treaty  with  England,  with- 
out laying  it  before  the  Senate.  If  I  had  been  doubtful, 
the  Senate  would  have  decided. 

Where,  then,  was  the  danger  of  this  negociation  ?  No 
where  but  in  the  diilurbed  imagination  of  Alexander 
Hamilton.  To  me  only  it  was  dangerous.  To  me,  as 
a  public  man,  it  was  fatal,  and  that  only  becaufe  Alexan- 
der Hamilton  was  pleafed  to  wield  it  as  a  poifoned  weapon, 
v/ith  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  deftroying.  Though  I  owe 
him  no  thanks  for  this,  I  moil  heartily  rejoice  in  it,  be- 
caufe it  has  given  me  eight  years,  incomparably  the  hap- 
piefl  ©f  my  life  :  whereas,  had  I  been  chofeu  prefident 
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again,  I  am  certain  I  could  not  have  lived  another  year. 
It  was  utterly  impollible  that  I  could  have  lived  through 
one  year  more  of  fuch  labors  and  cares  as  v^ere  ftudioufly 
and  malicioufly  accumulated  upon  me,  by  the  French  fac- 
tion and  the  Britifh  fadion  ;  the  former  aided  by  the  re- 
publicans, and  the  latter  by  Alexander  Hamilton,  and 
his  latellites. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

^inrjy  May  26,  1809. 


LETTER  XIIL 

MR.  Hamilton,  in  his  pamphlet,  page  21,  fpeaks  of 
the  anterior  milTion  of  Mellrs.  Pinckney,  Marfliall  and  Ger- 
ry, and  fays,  "  it  was  refolvedxo  make  another,  and  a  more 
*'  folemn  experiment  in  the  form  of  a  commilTion  of 
«  three." 

When  I  firft  read  this  fentence,  I  am  not  certain 
whether  it  excited  moft  of  aftonifliment,  indignation,  con- 
tempt, or  ridicule.  By  whom  was  this  meafure  refolved  ? 
By  Prefident  Wafhington  ?  Certainly  not.  If  it  had 
been  he  would  have  nominated  the  minifters.  By  the 
Prefident  ele6t,  Mr.  Adams  ?  Certainly  not.  He  had 
not  been  confulted.  His  refolutions  were  not  known. — 
By  whom,  then,  was  this  important  refolution  taken  ? 
By  Mr.  Hamilton  and  his  privy  counfellors.  And  what 
had  Mr.  Hamilton  and  his  privy  counfellors  to  do  with 
the  bufinefs  ?     And  who  were  his  privy  counfellors  ? 

Page  22,  he  fays,  "  the  expediency  of  this  ftep  was 
"  fuggefted  to  Mr.  Adams,  through  a  federal  channel,  a 
'^  confiderable  time  before  he  determined  to  take  it.  He 
''  helitated  whether  it  could  be  done,  after  the  rejection 
**  of  General  Pinckney,  without  national  debafement. 
'*  The  doubt  was  an  honorable  one.'*  I  difclaim  and  re- 
nounce all  the  honor  of  this  doubt.  I  never  entertained 
fuch  a  doubt  for  a  moment.  I  might  afk  the  opinion  of 
twenty  perfons,  (for  I  too  "  confulted  much")  in  order 
to  difcover  whether  there  was  any  doubt  in  the  public 
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mind,  or  any  party  who  were  averfe  to  fuch  a  meafure, 
or  had  any  doubt  about  it.  But  I  never  had  any  hefita- 
tion  myfelf.  This  paffage,  Hke  all  the  reft  of  this  pam- 
phlet, ihews  that  it  was  written  from  his  mere  imagina- 
tion, from  confufed  rumors,  or  downright  falfe  informa- 
tion. 

It  is  true  "  the  expediency  of  the  ftep  was  fuggefted  to 
Mr.  Adams,"  before  he  took  the  ftep  and  before  he  had 
time  to  take  it  ;  but  long  after  he  had  determined  to  take 
it.  The  myltery  may  be  revealed.  I  have  no  motive, 
whatever  others  may  have,  to  conceal  or  diifemble  it. 

The  morning  after  my  inauguration,  Mr.  Fifher  Ames 
made  me  a  vifit,  to  take  leave.  His  period  in  Congrefs 
had  expired,  and  the  delicacy  of  his  health,  the  defpond- 
ency  of  his  difpofttion,  and  defpair  of  a  re-eleclion  from 
the  increafe  of  the  oppofite  party  in  his  diftridl,  had  indu- 
ced him  to  decHne  to  ftand  a  candidate.  I  was  no  longer 
to  have  the  afliftance  of  his  counfel  and  eloquence,  though 
Mr.  Hamilton  continued  to  enjoy  both  till  his  death.  Mr. 
Ames  was  no  doubt  one  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  privy  council, 
when  he  refolved  to  fend  a  new  commiffion  of  three. 
Mr.  Ames,  with  much  gravity  and  folemnity,  advifed  me 
to  inftitute  a  new  miffion  to  France.  Our  affairs  with 
that  republic  were  in  an  unpleafant  and  dangerous  fitua- 
tion,  and  the  people,  in  a  long  recefs  of  congrefs  muft 
have  fome  objed  on  which  to  fix  their  contemplation  and 
their  hopes.  And  he  recommended  Mr.  George  Cabot, 
for  the  northern  ftates  to  be  one  of  the  three,  if  a  commif- 
fion was  to  be  fent,  or  alone,  if  but  one  v/as  to  go. 

I  anfwered  Mr.  Ames,  that  the  fubjedl  had  almoft  en- 
grolfed  my  attention  for  a  long  time.  That  I  fhould 
take  every  thing  into  ferious  confideration,  and  determine 
nothing  fuddenly  ;  that  I  fhouldvinake  deliberate  enqui- 
ries concerning  charaders,  and  maturely  confider  the 
qualities  and  qualifications  of  candidates,  before  any  thing 
w^as  finally  determined.  Mr.  Ames  departed  for  Mafta- 
chufetts. 

I  had  rolled  all  thefe  things  in  my  own  mind  long  be- 
fore.    The  French  nation  and  their  government  v/ere  ia 
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a  very  umbrageous  and  inflammable  difpofition.  Much 
delicacy  and  deliberation  were  neceflary  in  the  choice  of 
ch  araders.  Mod  of  the  prominent  characters  in  America, 
were  as  well  known  at  Paris,  as  they  were  at  Philadelphia. 
I  had  fometimes  thought  of  lending  Mr.  Madifon,  and 
Mr.  Hamilton  to  join  Mr.  Pinckney  in  a  new  commiflion. 
I  had  thought  of  Mr.  Ames  himfelf,  as  well  as  Mr.  Cabot, 
fudge  Dana,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  many  others  in  the  northern, 
middle,  and  fouthern  llates.  I  thought  much  of  Mr. 
Jefferfon,  but  had  great  doubts  whether  the  conftitution 
would  allow  me  to  fend  the  Vice  Prefident  abroad.  The 
nation  at  large  had  aiTigned  him  a  ftation,  which  I  doubt- 
ed whether  he  had  a  right  to  abandon,  or  I  a  right  to  in- 
vite him  to  relinquifh,  though  but  for  a-  time. 

I  had  great  doubts  about  re-appointing  Mr.  Pinckney. 
He  might  have  been  fo  affected  wilSi  the  horrors  he  had 
feen  or  heard  in  France,  as  to  have  uttered  fome  expref- 
iions,  which  reported  by  fpies  to  the  ruling  powers,  might 
have  excited  prejudices  againft  him,  v/hich  would  infure 
his  fecond  rejeftion,  and  that  of  his  colleagues  too.     But 
as  I  knew  of  no  fuch  accufation,  I"  could  not  bear  the 
thought  of  abandoning  him.     I  had  not  time  to  commu- 
nicate all  thefe  reflections  to  Mr.  Ames,  and,  moreover, 
I  had  bufmefs  of  more  importance  to  do.     I  had  long 
wiflied  to  avail  myfelf  and  the  public  of  the  fine  talents 
and  amiable  qualities  and  manners  of  Mr.  Madifon.   Soon 
after  Mr.  Ames  left  me,  I  fought  and  obtained  an  inter- 
view with  Mr.  Jeflerfon.     With  this  gentleman  I  had  lived 
on  terms  of  intimate  friendfliip  for  five  and  twenty  years, 
had  aded  with  him  in  dangerous  times  and  arduous  con- 
iiids,  and  always  found  him  afliduous,  laborious,  and  a^^ 
far  as  I  could  judge,  upright  and  faithful.     Though  by 
this  time  I  differed  from  him  in  opinion  by  the  whole  hor- 
izon concerning  the    praclicability  and  fuccefs  of  the 
French  revolution,  and  fome  other  points,  I  had  no  reafon 
to  think  that  he  differed  materially  from  me  with  regard 
to  our  national  confliitution.     I   did  not  think   that  the 
rumbling  noife  of  party  calumny  ought  to  difcourage  me 
jfrom  coufukinfr  mea  whom  I  knew  to  be  attached  to  th^^ 
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intcrefl:  of  the  nation,  and  whofe  experience.^  genius,  learn- 
ing  and  travels  had  eminently  qualified  them  to  giye  ad- 
vice. I  aiked  Mr.  JeiFerfon  what  he  thought  of  another 
trip  to  Paris,  and  whether  he  thought  the  conflitution  and 
the  people  would  be  willing  to  fpare  him  for  aihort  time  f 
Are  you  determinqd  to  fend  to  France  ?  Yes.  That  is 
right,  faid  Mr.  Jefferfon  ;  but  without  confidering  wheth- 
er the  conflitution  will  allow  it  or  not,  I  am  fo  fick  of  re- 
fiding  in  Europe,  that  I  believe  I  ftiall  never  go  there  again. 
I  replied,  I  own  I  have  ftrong  doubts  whether  it  would  be 
legal  to  appoint  you  ;  but  I  believe  no  man  could  do  the 
bufmefs  fo  well.  What  do  you  think  of  fending  Mn 
Madifon  ?  Do  you  think  he  would  accept  of  an  appoint- 
ment ?  I  do  not  knov/,  faid  Mr.  JefFerfoii.  Wafhington 
-wanted  to  appoint  liim  fome  time  ago,  and  kept  the  place 
open  for  him  a  long  time  5  but  he  never  could  get  him 
to  fay  that  he  woiild  go.  Other  chara(3:ers  were  confid- 
cred,  and  other  converfation  enfued.  Vv^e  parted  as  good 
friends  as  we  had  always  lived  ;  but  we  eonfulted  very 
little  together  afterwards.  Party  violence  foon  rendered 
it  impracticable,  or  at  lead  ufeleis,  and  this  party  violence 
was  excited  by  Hamilton  more  than  any  other  man.  I 
will  not  take  leave  of  Mr.  Jefferfon  in  this  pl»ice,  withoui 
declaring  my  opinion  that  the  accufations  againft  him  of 
blind  devotion  to  France  ;  of  hoftility  to  England  ;  of 
hatred  to  commerce  ;  of  partiality  and  duplicity  in  his 
iate  negociations  with  the  belligerent  powers,  are  without 
foundation. 

From  Mr.  Jefferfon  i  vent  to  one  of  the  heads  of  de- 
partments, whom  Mr.  Wafhington  had  appointed,  and  I 
had  no  thoughts  of  removing.  Indeed  I  had  then  no  ob- 
jedion  to  any  of  the  Secretaries.  I  afked  him  what  he 
thought  of  fending  Mr.  Madifon  to  France,  with  orwith- 
out  others  ?  Is  it  determined  to  fend  to  France  at  all  ? 
Determined  ?  Nothing  is  determined  till  it  is  executed, 
fmiling.  But  why  not  ?-^— I  thought  it  deferved  confider- 
ation. — So  it  does  ;  but  fuppofe  it  determined,  what  do 
you  think  of  fending  Mr.  Madifon  ?  Is  it  determined  to 
fend  Mr,  Madifon  ?     No  j  but  it  deferves  confideratiou. 
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Sending  Mr.  Madilbn  will  make  dire  work  among  the  paf- 
fions  of  our  parties  in  Congrefs,  and  out  of  doors,  through 
the  dates  !  Are  we  forever  to  be  overawed  and  direded 
by  party  paflions  I  All  this  converfation  on  my  part 
was  with  the  mod  perfect  civility,  good  humor,  and  in- 
deed familiarity  :  but  I  found  it  excited  a  profound  gloom 
and  folemn  countenance  in  my  companion,  which  after 
fome  time  broke  out  in  "  Mr.  Prefident,  we  are  willing 
to  refign."  Nothing  could  have  been  more  unexpeded 
to  me  than  this  obfervation — Nothing  was  farther  from 
my  thoughts  than  to  give  any  pain  or  uneafmefs.  I  had 
faid  nothing  that  could  polTibly  difpleafe,  except  pro- 
nouncing the  name  of  Madifon.  I  reftrained  my  fur- 
prife,  however,  and  only  faid,  I  hope  nobody  will  refign  : 
I  am  fatisfied  with  all  the  public  officers. 

Upon  further  inquiries  of  the  other  heads  of  depart- 
ments, and  of  other  perfons,  I  found  that  party  pallions 
had  fo  deep  and  extenfive  roots,  that  I  ferioully  doubted 
whether  the  Senate  would  not  negative  Mr.  Madifon  if  I 
ihould  name  him.  Rather  than  expofe  him  to  a  negative, 
or  a  doubtful  conteft  in  the  Senate,  I  concluded  to  omit 
him.  If  I  had  nominated  Madifon,  I  fhould  have  nomi- 
nated Hamilton  with  him.  The  former,  I  knew,  was 
much  efleemed  in  France  ;  the  latter  was  rather  an  objedl 
sof  jealoufy.  But  I  thought  the  French  would  tolerate 
one  for  the  fake  of  the  other.  And  I  thought  too  that 
the  manners  of  the  one  would  foon  wear  off  the  prejudi- 
ces againfl  him,  and  probably  make  him  a  greater  favor- 
ite than  the  other.  But  havinggiven  up  Madifon,  I  ought 
to  give  up  Hamilton  too.  Who  then  fhould  I  name  ?  I 
mentioned  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  Gerry  to  the  heads  of  de- 
partments and  to  many  leading  men  in  both  Houfes.— r 
They  all  preferred  Mr.  Dana.  JBut  it  was  evident  enough 
to  me,  that  neither  Dana  nor  Gerry  was  their  man.  Dana 
was  appointed,  but  refufed.  I  then  called  the  heads  of 
departments  together,  and  propofed  Mr.  Gerry.  All  the 
five  voices  unanimoufly  were  againfl  him.  Such  invete- 
rate prejudice  fhocked  me.  I  faid  nothing,  but  was  de- 
termined I   would  not  be  the  flave  of  it.     I  knew  the  man 
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infinitely  better  than  all  of  them.  He  was  nomhiated  and 
approved,  and  finally  faved  the  peace  of  the  nation  ;  for 
he  alone  difcovered  and  furnifhed  the  evidence  that  X.  Y. 
and  Z.  were  employed  by  Talleyrand  ;  and  he  alone 
brought  home  the  direct,  formal  and  official  aifurances 
upon  which  the  fubfequent  commiffion  proceeded,  and 
peace  was  made. 

I  confidered  Mr.  Ames's  candidate,  Mr.  Cabot,  as 
deliberately  as  any  of  the  others,  and  with  as  favorable 
and  friendly  a  difpofition  towards  him  as  any  other,  with* 
out  exception.  But  I  knew  his  character  and  connexions 
w^ere  as  well  known  in  France,  particularly  by  Talleyrand, 
as  Mr.  Gerry's  were  ;  and  that  there  were  great  objections 
againfl  the  former,  and  none  at  all  againft  the  latter.  It 
would  be  therefore  inexcufable  in  me  to  hazard  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  miflion  merely  to  gratify  the  paffions  of  a  party 
in  America,  efpecially  as  I  knew  Mr.  Gerry,  to  fay  the 
lead,  to  be  full  as  well  qualified  by  his  ftudies,  his  expe- 
rience, and  every  quality  for  the  fervice,  as  the  other. 

I  afterwards  nominated  Mr.  Cabot  to  be  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  a  flation  as  ufeful  as  important,  and  as  honor- 
able as  the  other,  and  for  which  he  was  eminently  quali- 
fied.    But  this  he  refufed. 

No  man  had  a  greater  ihare  in  propagating  and  diiFu- 
fmg  thefe  prejudices  againft  Mr.  Gerry  than  Hamilton, 
whether  he  had  formerly  conceived  jealoufies  againft  him 
as  a  rival  candidate  for  the  Secretaryftiip  of  the  Treafury  : 
for  Mr.  Gerry  was  a  financier,  and  had  been  employed 
for  years  on  the  committee  on  the  treafury  in  the  old 
Congrels,  and  a  moft  indefatigable  member  too.  That 
committee  had  laid  the  foundation  for  the  prefent  fyftem 
of  the  treafury,  and  had  organized  it  almoft  as  well, 
though  they  had  not  the  affiftance  of  clerks  and  other  con- 
veniences, as  at  prefent.  Any  man  Vv'ho  will  look  into 
the  journals  of  the  old  Congrefs,  may  fee  the  organiza- 
tion and  the  daily  labors  and  reports  of  that  committee, 
and  may  form  fome  judgment  of  the  talents  and  fervices 
of  Mr.  Gerry  in  that  department.  I  knew  that  the  offi- 
cers of  the  treafury  in  Hamilton's  time  dreaded  to  fee  him 
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rife  in  the  Houfc  upon  any  queftion  of  hnance,  bccaufc 
they  faid  he  was  a  man  of  fo  much  influence,  that  they 
always  feared  he  would,difcover  feme  error  or  carry  fome 
point  againlt  them — Or  whether  he  feared  that  Mr.  Ger- 
ry would  be  Prefident  ot  the  United  States  before  him,  { 
know  not.  Jie  was  not  alone,  however.  His  fi-iends  a.- 
mong  the  heads  of  departments  and  their  correfpondents  in 
Boflon,Newryork  andPhiladelphia,  fympathized  with  him 
very  cordially  in  his  hatred  of  Gerry,  and  of  every  other 
man  who  had  labored  and  fuffered  early  in  the  revolution. 

This  preference  of  Mr.  Gerry  to  Mr.  Cabot  was  my 
firfl  mortal  offence  againfl  my  fovereign  heads  of  depart- 
ments and  their  difciples  in  all  the  dates.  It  never  was 
or  has  been  forgiven  me  by  thofe  who  call  themfelves,  or 
are  called  by  others,  "  the  leading  men"  among  the  fed- 
eralifts. 

Mr.  Hamilton  fays,  page  49,  "  After  the  rejedion  of 
*'  Mr.  Pinckney  by  the  government  of  France,  immediate- 
^'  ly  after  the  inflalment  of  Mr.  Adams  as  Prefident,  and 
^'  long  before  the  meafure  was  taken,  I  urged  a  member 
^'  of  Congrefs,  then  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Prefi- 
f  *  dent,  to  propofe  to  him  the  immediate  appointment  of 
^'  three  commiflioners,  of  whom  Mr.  JefFerfon  or  Mr. 
"  Madifon  to  be  one,  to  make  another  attempt  to  negoci- 
^-^ate." 

I  will  relate  all  that  I  can  recoiled  relative  to  this  fut>- 
jed.  Mr.  Tracy  of  Conneflicut,  who  indeed  was  always 
in  my  confidence,  came  to  me,  I  believe  at  the  opening 
of  the  fpecial  feflion  of  Congrefs  which  I  called  foon  after 
my  inauguration,  and  produced  a  long,  elaborate  letter 
from  Mr.  Hamilton,  <:ontaining  a  whole  fyftem  of  inftruc- 
tion  for  the  conduct  of  the  Prefident,  the  Senate,  and  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.  I  read  it  very  deliberately, 
and  really  thought  the  man  was  in  a  delirium.  It  appeared 
to  me  a  veiy  extraordinary  inilance  of  volunteer  empiri- 
cifm  thus  to  prefcribe  for  a  Prefident,  Senate,  and  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives  all  defperately  fick  and  in  a  flate  of 
deplorable  debility,  without  being  called.  And  when  I 
maturely  confidered  the  contents  of  the  letter^  my  fur- 
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prife  was  increafed.  I  defplfed  and  detefted  the  letter  too 
much  to  take  a  copy  of  it,  which  I  now  regret.  This 
letter  is  ftill  in  being,  and  I  doubt  not  many  copies  of  it 
are  extant.  I  mod  earneftly  requefl  any  gentleman  who 
poffefTes  one  to  publifti  it.  That  letter,  though  it  had  no 
influence  with  me,  had  fo  much  with  both  Houfes  of  Con- 
grefs,  as  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  overthrow  of  the 
federal  party,  and  of  the  revolution  that  followed  four 
years  afterwards.  I  will  endeavor  to  recoiled  as  much 
of  the  contents  of  it  as  I  can,  and  if  I  am  incorred  in  any 
point,  thofe  who  poiefs  the  letter  can,  by  the  publication 
of  it,  eafily  fet  all  right. 

It  began  by  a  diflertation  on  the  extraordinarily  critical 
iituation  of  the  United  States. 

It  recommended  a  new  miflion  to  France  of  three  corn- 
miffioners,  Mr.  JefFerfon  or  Mr.  Madifon  to  be  one. 

It  recommended  the  railing  an  army  of  fifty  thoufand 
men,  ten  thoufand  of  them  to  be  cavalry,  an  army  of  great 
.importance  in  fo  extenfive  a  country  vulnerable  at  fo  ma- 
ny points  on  the  frontiers,  and  fo  acceflible  in  fo  many 
places  by  fea. 

It  recommended  an  alien  and  fedition  law. 

It  recommended  an  invigoration  of  the  treafury,  by 
feizing  on  all  the  taxable  articles  not  yet  taxed  by  the 
government, — And  laftly. 

It  recommended  a  national  Fad,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  intrinfic  propriety  of  it,  but  becaufe  w^e  fhould  be 
very  unfkilful  if  we  negleded  to  avail ourfelves  of  the  reli- 
gious feelings  of  the  people  in  a  crifis  (o  difUcuk  and  dan- 
gerous. There  might  be  more,  but  thefe  are  all  that  I 
now  recoiled. 

Mr.  Hamilton's  imagination  was  always  haunted  by 
that  hidious  monfler  or  phantom,  fo  often  called  a  Crj/ts 
and  which  fo  often  produces  imprudent  meafures. 

How  it  happened  that  Mr.  Hamilton's  contemplations 
coincided  fo  exadly  with  mine,  as  to  think  of  Mr.  JcH'er- 
fon  or  Mr.  Madifon  for  envoy  to  France,  it  may  be  more 
difficult  to  explain.  But  let  it  be  conlidered  that  this  let- 
ier  was  written  long  after  my  converfation  w^ith  Ivh,  Jef- 


68 

ferfon,  concerning  himfelf  and  Mr.  Madifon,  which  was 
the  morning  after  my  inauguration  ;  that  I  had  commu- 
nicated that  converfation  to  one  or  more  of  the  heads  of 
departments  the  fame  morning.  1 1  is  probable,  therefore, 
that  Mr.  Hamilton  received  hints  from  fome  of  his  cor- 
refpondents  that  I  had  thought  of  Madifon  and  Hamilton, 
and  that  he  was  not  difpleafed  with  the  idea.  I  afked  one 
of  the  heads  of  departments  how  h€  could  account  for 
Hamilton's recommendingJefferfonorMadifon  ?  "  Why,*' 
faid  the  gentleman,  "  I  fuppofe  Hamilton  is  weary  of  his 
practice,  as  an  attorney,  at  New- York,  and  is  willing  to 
enter  into  fome  other  employment."  Mr.  Hamilton, 
however,  might  thank  thofe  who  had  been  his  warmeft 
friends  for  his  difappointment :  for  had  it  not  been  for 
their  oppofition  to  Madifon,  I  fhould  have  appointed  him 
and  Hamilton. 

The  army  jf  fifty  thoufand  men,  ten  thoufand  of  them 
to  be  horfe,  appeared  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  wildell  ex- 
travagancies of  a  Knight  Errant.  It  proved  to  me  that 
Mr.  Hamilton  knew  no  more  of  the  fentiments  and  feelings 
of  the  people  of  America,  than  he  did  of  thofe  of  the  in- 
habitants of  one  of  the  planets.  Such  an  army  without 
an  enemy  to  combat,  would  have  raifed  a  rebellion  in 
every  (late  in  the  Union.  The  very  idea  of  the  expence 
of  it  would  have  turned  Prefident,  Senate  and  Houfe 
out  of  doors.  I  adopted  none  of  thefe  chimeras  into  my 
fpeech,  and  only  recommended  the  raifmg  of  a  few  regi- 
ments of  artillery  to  garrifon  the  fortifications  of  the  moil 
expofed  places.  Yet  fuch  was  the  influence  of  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton in  Congrefs,  that,  without  any  recommendation  from 
the  Prefident,  they  paiied  a  bill  to  raife  an  army,  not  a 
large  one,  indeed,  but  enough^to  overturn  the  then  feder- 
al government. 

Nor  did  I  adopt  his  idea  of  an  alien  or  fedition  law. 
I  recommended  no  fuch  thing  in  my  fpeech.  Congrefs, 
however,  adopted  both  thefe  meafures.  I  knew  there 
was  need  enough  of  both,  and  therefore  I  confented  to 
them.  But  as  they  were  then  confidered  as  war  meaf- 
lUes,  and  intended  altogether  againfl  the  advocates  of  the 
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French  and  peace  with  France,  I  was  apprehenfive  that  a 
hurricane  of  clamor  would  be  raifed  againft  them,  as  in 
truth  there  was,  even  more  fierce  and  violent  than  I  had 
anticipated. 

Seizing  on  all  the  taxable  articles  not  yet  taxed,  to  fup* 
port  an  army  of  fifty  thoufand  men,  at  a  time  when  fo 
many  tax  laws,  already  enaded,  w^ere  unexecuted  in  fo 
many  ftates,  and  when  infurredions  and  rebellions  had 
already  been  excited  in  Pennfylvania,  on  account  of  taxes, 
appeared  to  me  altogether  defperate,  altogether  delirious, 

I  wanted  no  admonition  from  Mr.  Hamilton  to  inftitute 
a  national  faft.  I  had  determined  on  this  meafure  long 
enough  before  Mr.  Hamilton's  letter  was  written.  And 
here  let  me  fay,  with  great  fmcerity,  that  I  think  there  is 
nothing  upon  this  earth  more  fublime  and  afFe6ling,  than 
the  idea  of  a  great  nation  all  on  their  knees  at  once  be- 
fore their  God,  acknowledging  their  faults  and  imploring 
his  bleffing  and  protedlion,  when  the  profpedt  before  them 
threatens  great  danger  and  calamity.  It  can  fcarcely  fail 
to  have  a  favorable  effect  on  their  morals  in  general,  or 
to  infpire  them  with  warlike  virtues  in  particular.  When 
mod,  if  not  all  the  religious  fe£ts  in  the  nation  hold  fuch 
fads  among  themfelves,  I  never  could  fee  the  force  of  the 
objections  againfl making  them,on  great  and  extraordinary 
occafions,  national  ;  unlefs  it  be  the  jealoufy  of  the  fepa- 
rate  ftates,  left  the  general  government  fhould  become  too 
national.  Thofe  however,  who  differ  from  me  in  opinion 
on  this  point,  have  as  good  a  right  to  their  judgment  as 
I  have  to  mine,  and  I  fhall  fubmit  mine  to  the  general 
will. 

In  fine,  Mr.  Hamilton,  in  the  pafTage  I  have  been  com- 
menting upon,  in  this  letter,  has  let  out  fads,  which  if  he 
had  poifefled  a  grain  of  common  fenfe,  he  would  have 
wifhed  fnould  be  forever  concealed.  I  fhould  never  have 
revealed  or  explained  them  if  he,  and  his  partizans,  had 
not  compelled  me. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 

Sumcj^  May  29,  1809- 
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LETTER  XIV. 

IN  page  25,  IS  a  ftrain  of  flimfy  rant,  as  filly  as  It  is 
indecent.  "  The  fupplement  to  the  declaration  was  a 
blameablc  cxcefs.  It  waved  the  point  of  honor,  which 
after  two  rejections  of  our  minifters,  required  that  the 
next  mifTion  ihould  proceed  from  France." 

Where  did  he  find  this  point  of  honor  ?     If  any  fuch 
point  had  exifted,  it  had  its  full  force  againfl:  the  fecond 
inifTion :  and  its  principal  force  confided  in  the  formal 
declaration  of  the  dire^ory,  that  it "  never  would  receive 
another  minifter  plenipotentiary  without  apologies  for  the 
prefident's  fpeeches,  and  anfwers  to  addrefles."     If  we 
had  a  right  to  wave  this  point  of  honor  in  one  Inflance, 
we  had  in  two :  efpecially  as  one  member  of  the  fecond 
mifTion,  was  the  fame  man  who  had  been  rejefted  in  the 
firft.     But  after  the  explicit  retraftion  of  the  declaration 
that  they  would  not  receive  a  mimfter  without  apologies, 
the  point  of  honor  was  completely  done  away.    ,  To  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  retracing  that  declaration,  I  de- 
clared in  my  meffage  to  Congrefs,  that  I  would  not  fend 
another  minifler  to  France,  till  this  declaration  was  re- 
traded  by  affurances  that  he  fhould  be  received  in  char- 
acter.    They  embraced  the  opportunity  cordially,  when 
they  might  have  avoided  the  humiliation  by  fending  a 
minifler  here.     And  whatever  Hamilton's  opinion  might 
be,  I  knew  that  they  might  have  negociated  more  to  their 
advantage  here  than  at  Paris.     Hamilton's  fingers  had 
not  the  tad,  or  tadility,  if  you  like  the  word  better,  of 
the  public  pulfe. 

In  page  27,  he  argues  the  probability  that  France 
would  have  fent  a  minifler  here  from  the  fad  that  fhe  did 
afterwards  ^'  flifle  her  refentments,  and  invite  the  renewal 
of  negociation."  I  know  not  whether  this  is  an  example 
of  Mr.  Hamilton's  "  Analyfis  of  Invefligation"  or  not. 
It  is  an  argument  a  Pofleriori.  It  is  reafoning  upward  or 
backward. 

Thefe  invitations  were  not  known  nor  made,  when  I 
pledged  myfelf  by  implication  at  leafl,  to  fend  a  minifter. 
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when  fuch  invitations  fliould  be  made.  When  they  were 
made  I  confidered  my  own  honor  and  the  honor  of  the 
government  committed.  And  Ihavenota  doubt  that Hamil- 
ton  thought  fo  too  :  and  that  one  of  his  principal  vexa- 
tions was  that  neither  himfelf  nor  his  privy  counfellors 
could  have  influence  enough  with  me  to  perfuade  or  in- 
timidate me  to  difgrace  myfelf  in  the  eyes  of  the  people 
of  America  and  the  world,  by  violating  my  parole. 

This  he  might  think  would  aflift  him  in  his  caucufes 
at  New-York  and  Philadelphia,  where  the  honor,  not  only 
of  every  member,  but  of  every  (late  and  every  eledor  was 
to  be  pledged,  to  give  an  equal  vote  for  Pinckney  and 
Adams,  that  the  choice  of  Prefident  fhould  be  left  to  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  whofe  members  on  the  day  of 
eledion,  or  the  day  before,  were  to  be  furnifhed  with 
this  pamphlet,  fpick  and  fpun,  to  make  fure  of  the  facrU 
fice  of  Adams.     But  more  oi[  this  hereafter. 

In  the  mean  time  what  rea(ons  had  we  to  expert  that 
the  French  government  would  fena  a  minifter  here  ?  Such 
an  idea  had  been  whifpered  in  private  converlation  per- 
haps, by  Dr.  Logan  and  fome  others  ;  but  we  had  not 
a  color  of  official  information  to  that  efFed,  that  I  remem- 
ber. What  motives  had  the  French  to  fend  a  minifter  ? 
They  had  committed  depredations  upon  our  commerce  to 
the  amount,  it  has  been  faid,  of  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Would  the  Directory  have  been  animated  with  any 
great  zeal  to  fend  an  ambalTador  to  oiFer  us  compenfation 
for  thefe  fpoliations  at  a  time  when  they  were  driven  to 
their  wit's  ends  to  find  revenues  and  refources  to  carry  on 
the  war  fn  Europe,  and  break  the  confederations  againft 
them  ? 

We  had  declared  the  treaty  of  alliance  and  all  treaties 
between  France  and  the  United  States,  null  and  void. — 
Do  we  fuppofe  the  French  government  would  have  beea 
in  kafte  to  fend  an  ambalTador  to  offer  us  a  folemn  revoca- 
tion, by  treaty,  of  all  former  treaties  ?  What  urgent  mo- 
tive could  the  French  have  to  be  in  hafte  to  fend  a  min- 
ifter ?  They  could  not  be  apprehenfive  that  we  fhould 
fend  an  army  to  Europe  to  conquer  France,  or  affift  her 
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enemies.  We  had  no  naval  power  fufficient  to  combat 
their  navy  in  Europe,  vthich  was  then  far  from  being  re- 
duced as  it  has  been  fmce.  They  had  no  commerce  or 
mercantile  navigation,  upon  which  our  little  navy  or  pri- 
vateers could  have  made  reprifals. 

There  is  but  one  motive  that  I  can  imagine  Ihould  have 
Simulated  them  very  much,  and  that  is,  the  apprehenfion 
that  we  might  enter  into  an  alHance  offenfive  and  defen- 
five  with  Great  Britain.  This  they  might  have  confider- 
ed  as  a  ferious  affair  to  them  in  a  courfe  of  time,  though 
they  might  not  fear  any  very  immediate  harm  from  it. 
But  I  doubt  not  the  French  had  information  from  a  thou- 
sand emiffaries,  and  Talleyrand  knew  from  perfonal  ob- 
fervation  in  various  parts  of  America,  and  Hamilton  mufl 
have  known,  if  he  had  any  feeling  of  the  popular  pulfe, 
that  a  vaft  majority  of  the  people  of  America  dreaded 
an  alliance  with  Great  Britain  more  than  they  did  a  war 
with  France.  It  would  have  taken  a  long  time,  it  would 
have  required  a  long  and  bloody  war  Vv'ith  France,  and 
a  violent  exafperation  of  the  public  mind  to  have  reconci- 
led  the  people  to  any  fuch  meafure.  No,  Hamilton  and 
his  alTociates  could  not  have  ferioufly  believed  that  the 
French  would  foon  fend  a  minifter  here.  If  they  had 
not,  or  if  they  had  delayed  it,  Hamilton  would  have  con- 
tinued at  the  head  of  his  army — continual  provocations 
and  irritations  would  have  taken  place  betv/een  the  two 
nations,  till  one  or  the  other  v/ould  have  declared  war. 
In  the  mean  time  it  was  my  opinion  then,  and  has  been 
ever  fmce,  that  the  two  parties  in  the  United  States  would 
have  broken  out  into  a  civil  war  ;  a  majority  of  all  the 
dates  to  the  fouthward  of  Hudfon  river,  united  with  near- 
ly half  New  England,  would  have  raifed  an  army  under 
Aaron  Burr  ;  a  majority  of  New  England  might  have 
j*aifed  another  under  Hamilton^ — Burr  would  have  beat 
Hamilton  to  pieces,  and  what  would  have  followed  next, 
let  the  prophets  foretell.  But  fuch  would  have  been  the 
refult  of  Hamilton's  "  enterprizes  of  great  pith  and  mo- 
ment." I  fay  this  would  probably  have  been  the  courfe 
and  refult  of  things,  had  a  majority  of  New  England  con- 
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ures.  But  I  am  far  from  believing  this.  On  the  con- 
trary, had  not  our  envoys  proceeded,  had  not  the  people 
expeded  a  peace  with  France  from  that  negociation. 
New  England  herfelf,  at  the  eledions  of  1800,  would 
have  turned  out  Hamilton's  whole  party,  and  united 
with  the  fouthe  rn  and  middle  flates  in  bringing  in  men 
who  might  have  made  peace  on  much  lefs  advantageous 
terms. 

And  now  let  the  world  judge  who  "  confulted  much*' 
—who  "  pondered  much" — who  "  refolved  flowly'*— 
and  who  "  refolved  furely.'^ 

JOHN  ADAMS- 

^incy^  June  5,  1809. 


LETTER  XV. 

IN  page  28,  Mr.  Hamilton  acknowledges  that  "  the 
Prefident  had  pledged  himfelf  in  his  fpeech,  (he  fhould 
have  faid  in  his  meffage)  to  fend  a  minifler,  if  fatisfa6lory 
alfurances  of  a  proper  reception  were  given.'*  Notwith- 
ftanding  this,  Mr,  Hamilton,  and  all  his  confidential 
friends,  exerted  their  utmofl  art  and  mofl  flrenuous  en- 
deavors to  prevail  on  the  Prefident  to  violate  this  pledge, 
^hat  can  any  man  think  of  the  difpofition  of  thefe  men 
towards  the  perfonal  or  official  charader  of  the  Prefident  ? 
But  that  they  were  fecretly,  if  not  avowedly,  his  moft 
determined  and  moft  venomous  enemies  ?  When  the 
meafure  had  been  folemnly,  irrevocably  determined,  and 
could  not  be  recalled  nor  delayed  without  indelible  difhon- 
or,  I  own  I  was  aftonifhed,  I  was  grieved,  I  was  affliaed,  to 
fee  fuch  artificial  fchemes  employed,  fuch  delays  ftudied, 
fuch  embarraffments  thrown  in  the  way,  by  men  who 
were,  or  at  leaft  ought  to  have  been  my  bofom  friends. 

This  was  a  point  of  honor  indeed  :  not  fuch  a  ftupid, 
fantaftical  point  of  honor  as  that  which  Mr.  Hamilton 
maintains  with  fo  much  fanaticifm,  and  fo  much  folly  : 


74 

but  a  point  of  honor  In  which  my  moral  chara(Eler  wa« 
involved  as  well  as  the  public  faith  of  the  nation.  Ham- 
ikon's  point  of  honor  was  fuch  as  one  of  thofe  Irifh  duel* 
iflsjwholove  fighting  better  than  feafling,  might  have  made 
a  pretext  for  fending  a  challenge — and  however  conform- 
able it  might  be  to  Hamilton's  manner  of  thinking,  it  was 
altogether  inconfiftent  with  the  moral,  religious,  and 
political  charadter  of  the  people  of  America. 

It  was  fuch  a  point  of  honor  as  a  Machiavilian  or  a 
Jefuit  might  have  made  a  pretext  for  a  war.  It  was  fuch  a 
point  of  honor  as  a  Roman  fenate,  in  the  moft  corrupt 
days  of  that  republic,  might  have  made  a  pretext  for 
involving  the  nation  in  a  foreign  war,  when  Patrician 
monopolies  of  land,  and  Patrician  ufury  at  twelve  per 
cent  a  month,  had  excited  the  Plebeian  debtors  to  the 
crifis  of  a  civil  war.  But  the  American  people  were  not 
Roman  Plebeians.  They  were  not  to  be  deceived  by  fuch 
thin  difguifes. 

Surely  thofe  who  have  lately  cenfured  Mr.  JefFerfon 
and  Mr.  Madifon,  for  infifting  on  knowing  the  fatisfaftion 
which  was  to  be  given  for  the  outrage  on  the  Chefapeake, 
before  they  revoked  a  certain  proclamation,  can  never 
blame  me  for  not  infilling  on  a  point  that  was  no  point 
of  honor  at  all. 

In  page  28,  Mr.  Hamilton  fays,  "When  the  Prefident 
pledged  himfelf  in  his  fpeech,  (he  fhould  have  faid  his 
meifage)  to  fend  a  minifter,  if  fatisfa6lory  aflurances  of  a 
proper  reception  were  given,  he  mufl  have  been  under- 
flood  to  mean  fuch  as  were  dired  and  official^  not  fuch  as 
were  both  informal  and  dejiitute  of  a  competent  fandionJ^ 

The  words  "  dired  and  indiredl,"  "  official  and  inoffi- 
cial," "  formal  and  informal,"  "  competent  fandlion," 
&c.  appear  to  have  feized  this  gentleman's  mind,  and  to 
have  rolled  and  tumbled  in  it,  till  they  had  produced  an 
entire  confufion  of  his  underftanding. 

He  here  fuppofes  that  I  did  not  underftand  my  own 
meffage,  and  patriotically  undertakes  to  expound  it  both 
for  me  and  the  public.  According  to  his  metaphylics,  I 
poeant,  by  affurances  of  a  proper  reception,  alTuranccs  di- 
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redt  and  official,  not  fuch  as  were  informal.  Let  me  afk, 
what  more  formal  or  official  affurances  could  have  been 
given  than  Talleyrand's  letters  ?  What  more  formal,  of- 
ficial, or  dired,  than  Mr.  Gerry's  letters  ?  If  I  under- 
ftand  Mr.  Hamilton,  he  muft  have  meant  to  fay  that  my 
meffage  demanded  an  ambaffador  to  be  fent  diredly  from 
the  Diredory  to  me,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  affuring 
me  that  they  would  receive  a  minifter  plenipotentiary  from 
me.  This,  inftead  of  being  my  meaning  was  diredly  the 
reverfe  of  it.  From  firft  to  lafl  I  had  refufed  to  be  taken 
in  this  fnare.  I  had  always  refufed  to  demand  that  a 
minifter  fhould  be  fent  here  firft,  though  I  had  declared 
explicitly  enough  in  my  fpeech,  that  a  French  minifter,  if 
fent,  fliould  be  received.  I  had  always  infifted  that  both 
the  doors  of  negociation  ftiould  be  held  open.  And  as  I 
have  already  faid  I  now  repeat,  that  I  preferred  to  fend  a 
minifter  rather  than  receive  one  :  not  only  for  the  reafons 
explained  in  a  former  letter,  but  becaufe  I  thought  the 
amende  honorable  ought  to  be  made  at  Paris  where  the 
offence  was  given  ;  where  it  would  be  known  and  obfer- 
ved  by  all  Europe — whereas  if  it  had  been  made  at  Phila- 
delphia, little  notice  would  have  been  taken  of  it  by  any 
part  of  the  ^orld. 

I  am^fomewhat  difappointed  in  not  finding  in  this  pam- 
phlet the  word  "  obfcure"  applied  to  Mr.  Pichon,  becaufe 
the  newfpapers  in  Bofton,  New- York,  and  Philadelphia, 
written  by  Mr.  Hamilton's  coadjutors  and  fellow-laborers 
in  the  fame  field  of  fcandal,  had  profufely  fcattered  their 
dull  farcafms  on  the  obfcurity  of  the  agent  or  agents  at 
the  Hague.  Mr.  Pichon  obfcure  ?  A  Secretary  of  lega- 
tion and  charge  des  affaires  obfcure  !  Efpecially  in  the 
abfence  of  his  ambaflador  ?  The  office  of  fecretary  of  lega- 
tionis  anobjeftof  ambitionanddefireto  many  of  the  firftlci- 
entific  and  literary  characters  inEurope.  The  placeis  worth 
about  a  thoufand  guineas  a  year,  and  affords  a  fine  oppor- 
tunity and  great  advantages  for  travel,  and  is  commonly 
a  fure  road  to  promotion.  Thefe  fecretaries  are  almoft 
always  men  of  fcience,  letters  and  bufinefs.  They  are 
often  more  relied  upon  than  the  ambaifadors  themfelves 
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for  the  fubrtaiitlal  part  of  bufiiiefs.  AmbalTadors  are  of. 
ten  chofen  for  their  birth,  rank,  title,  riches,  beauty,  ele. 
gance  of  manners,  or  good  humor.  They  are  intended  to 
do  honor  to  their  fovereigns  by  their  appearance  and  rep- 
refentation.  Secretaries  of  legation  are  feleded  for  their 
fcience,  learning,  talents,  induftry  and  habits  of  bufmefs. 
I  doubt  not  Mr.  Locke  or  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  in  their  youn- 
ger days  would  have  thought  themfelves  fortunate  to  have 
been  offered  fuch  a  place.  Would  thefe  have  been  called 
obfcure  ?  Was  Matthew  Prior  or  David  Hume  obfcure  ? 
Yet  both  of  them  were  fecretaries  of  legation. 

Such  reflections  as  thefe  which  were  thrown  upon  Mr, 
Pichon  might  impofe  upon  a  people  who  knew  no  better 
than  the  writers,  but  mud  have  been  defpifed  by  every 
man  who  knew  any  thing  of  the  world. 

Had  Talleyrand  fent  his  letters  to  General  Wafhington 
to  be  communicated  to  me,  had  he  fent  them  direclly  to 
my  Secretary  of  State,  had  he  fent  them  to  the  Spanifh 
minifler  to  be  by  him  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  or  to  the  Dutch  minifter  for  the  fame  purpofe,  I 
do  not  fay  that  I  would  have  nominated  a  minifter  in  con- 
fequcnce  of  them  ;  nor  will  I  fay  that  I  would  not.  There 
is  no  need  to  determine  this  queftion,  becaufe  in  fad  the 
utmoft  rigor  of  diplomatic  etiquette  was  obferved.  But 
I  will  fay  that  my  meflage  demanded  nothing  but  evi- 
dence to  convince  my  own  mind  and  give  fatisfadion  to 
the  Senate  and  the  public,  that  a  minifter  would  be  re- 
ceived.  And  if  fuch  evidence  had  arrived  to  me,  in  any 
manner  that  would  leave  no  doubt  in  the  public  mind,  I 
would  not  have  facrificed  the  national  neutrality  to  any 
diplomatic  trammels  or  fhackles  whatever. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
S^incy^  June  6,  1 809, 
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LETTER  XVL 

IN  page  265  Mr.  Hamilton  fays,  that  the  miiTion 
*'  could  hardly  fail  to  injure  our  interefts  with  other 
countries/' 

This  is  another  of  thofe  phantoms  which  he  had  con- 
jured up  to  terrify  minds  and  nerves  as  weak  as  his  own. 
It  was  a  common  place  theme  of  difcourfe,  which,  no 
doubt,  the  Britifh  faction  very  efEcacioufly  aflifted  him 
in  propagating.  I  know  it  made  impreflion  on  feme, 
from  whofe  lips  I  too  often  heard  it,  and  from  whom  I 
expected  more  fenfe  and  firmnefs.  It  appeared  to  me  io 
mean,  fervile  and  timorous,  that  I  own  I  did  not  always 
hear  it  with  patience. 

Which  were  thofe  other  countries  ?  They  could  not 
be  Spain,  Holland,  or  any  countries  in  the  north  or  fouth 
of  Europe  which  were  in  alliance  with  France  or  under 
her  obedience.  They  could  be  only  England,  Ruffia, 
and  Sweden  :  for  we  had  nothing  to  do  with  any  but 
maritime  powers.  And  what  intereft  of  ours  could  be 
injured  with  any  of  thefe  powers  ?  Would  any  of  thefe 
powers  make  war  upon  us,  and  facrifice  the  benefits 
they  received  from  our  commerce,  becaufe  we  made  peace 
with  France,  aiferted  and  maintained  our  impartial  neu- 
trality, and  flipulated  nothing  inconfiftent  with  their 
rights,  honor,  or  dignity  ?  If  fuch  chimerical  fears  as 
thefe  were  to  govern  our  condudl,  it  was  idle  to  talk  of 
our  independence.  We  might  as  well  petition  the  King 
and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  take  us  again  under 
their  gracious  protedion. 

In  page  36,  he  fays,  I  ''  might  fecretly  and  confiden- 
tially have  nominated  one  or  more  of  our  minifters  a£lu- 
ally  abroad  for  the  purpofe  of  treating  with  France,  with 
eventual  inflrudions  predicated  upon  appearances  of  an 
approaching  peace." 

Mr.  Hamilton  had  entirely  forgot  the  conftitution  of  the 
United  States.  All  nominations  mud  be  made  to  the 
Senate,  and  if  thePrefident  requefls,  and  the  Senate  en- 
joins fecrecy,  fecrecy  will  not  be  kept.     Stephens Thomp- 
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fon  Mafon  was  then  a  member  of  the  Senate — and  if  he 
had  not  been,  there  were  twenty  other  means  of  commu- 
nicating the  thing  to  the  pubhc.     Had  fecrecy  been  re- 
quefted  and  enjoined  when  Mr.  Murray  was  nominated, 
every  man  whofe  emulation  was  mortified,  would  have 
had  the  fecret  in  three  hours.     But  had  the  fecret  Keen 
kept,  Mr.  Murray  mufl  have  gone  to  Paris  with  his  full 
powers,  or  mud  have  communicated  them  to  Mr.  Pichon 
— the  French  government  mud  have  appointed  a  minifter 
to  treat  with  him — their  full  powers  muft  have  been  ex- 
changed— neither  the  French  government  nor  their  min- 
ifter would  have  kept  it  fecret.     And  why  all  this  cun- 
ning ?     That  we  might  not  give  umbrage  to  England. 
This  very  motive,  if  there  had  been  any  thing  in  it,  would 
have  induced  the  French  to  proclaim  it  to  all  Europe.    In 
truth,  fuch  a  fneaking  idea  never  entered  my  brain,  and 
if  it  had,  I  would  have  fpurned  it  as  unworthy  a  mo- 
ment's confideration.     Befides,  this  would  have  been  the 
very  indirect,  circuitous  mode  that  Mr.  Hamilton  fo  deep- 
ly deplores. 

In  page  37,  anotlier  inflance  is  given  of  my  jeal- 
oufy,  and  fufpicious  difpofition.  The  mod  open,  unfuf- 
picious  man  alive,  is  accufed  of  excelTive  fufpiciort. 

I  tranfiently  afked  one  of  the  heads  of  departments, 
whether  Ellfvvorth  and  Hamilton  had  come  all  the  way 
from  Windfor  and  New- York,  to  perfuade  me  to  coun- 
termand the  miffion.  How  came  Mr.  Hamilton  to  be 
informed  of  this  ? 

I  know  of  no  motive  of  Mr.  Ellfworth's  journey.  How- 
ever, I  have  already  acknowledged  that  Mr.  Ellfworth's 
conduct  was  perfeftly  proper.  He  urged  no  influence, 
or  argument,  for  counteracting  or  poftponing  the  mifTion. 
Unfufpicious  as  I  was^  I  could  not  refill  the  evidence 
of  my  fenfes.  Hamilton,  unafked,  had  volunteered  his 
influence  with  all  the  arguments  his  genius  could  furnilll, 
all  the  eloquence  he  pofl'efled,  and  all  the  vehemence  of 
aClion  his  feeble  frame  could  exert.  He  had  only  be- 
trayed his  want  of  information,  and  his  ardent  zeal  to  in- 
duce me  to  break  my  word  and  violate  the  faith  of  the 
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government.  I  know  of  no  bufinefs  he  had  at  Trenton. 
Indeed  I  knew,  that  in  ftrid:  propriety  he  had  no  right  to 
€ome  to  Trenton  at  all  without  my  leave.  He  was  fla.- 
tioned  at  Newark,  in  the  command  of  his  divifion  of  the 
army,  where  he  ought  to  have  been  employed  in  accom- 
modating,  difciplining,  and  teaching  tadics  to  his  troops, 
if  he  had  been  capable  of  it.  He  v/ifely  left  thefe  things 
to  another  officer,  who  underftood  them  better,  but 
whopi  he  hated  for  that  very  reafon. 

I  have  no  more  to  fay  upon  this  great  jubjed.  Indeed 
I  am  weary  of  expofmg  puerilities  that  would  difgrace 
the  awkwardell  boy  at  college. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 

^dncyy  June  7,  1 809. 


LETTER  XVII. 

IN  page  20,  Mr.  Hamilton  fays,  my  "  conduct  in  the 
office  of  Prefident  was  a  heterogeneous  compound  of  right 
and  wrong,  of  wifdom  and  error."  As  at  that  time,  in 
my  opinion,  his  principal  rule  of  right  and  wrong,  of 
wifdom  and  error,  was  his  own  ambition  and  indelicate 
pleafures,  I  defpife  his  cenfure,  and  Ihould  confider  his 
appiobation  as  a  fatire  on  my  adminiftration. 

"  The  outfet,"  he  fays, "  was  diftinguifhed  by  a  fpeech 
which  his  friends  lamented  as  temporizing.  It  had  the 
air  of  a  lure  for  the  favor  of  his  opponents  at  the  expenfe 
of  his  fmcerity."  Until  I  read  this,  I  never  heard  one  ob- 
jedlion  to  that  fpeech,and  I  have  never  heard  anotherfmce, 
except  in  a  letter  from  a  lady,  \yho  faid  fhe  did  not  like 
it,  becaufe  there  was  but  one  period  in  it,  and  that  period 
was  too  long.  I  fully  agreed  to  that  lady's  opinion,  and 
jiow  thank  her  for  her  criticifm.  Since  that  time  I  have 
never  heard  nor  read,  except  in  Wood's  Hiflory,  any  ob- 
jeftion  or  criticifm. 

That  addrefs  was  didated  by  the  fame  fpirit  which  prp^ 
duced  my  conference  the  next  day  with  Mr.  lefferfon,  in 
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which  I  propofed  to  him  the  idea  of  fending  him  to  France, 
and  the  more  ferious  thought  of  nominating  Mr.  Madifon. 
It  fprung  from  a  very  ferious  apprehenfion  of  danger  to 
our  country,  and  a  fenfe  of  injuflice  to  individuals,  from 
that  arbitrary  and  exchifive  principle  of  faQion  which 
confines  all  employments   and  promotions  to  its  own  fa- 
vorites.    There  is  a  diflin^lion  founded  in  truth  and  na- 
ture, between  party  and  faction.     The  former  is  founded 
in  principle  and  fyftem,  concerning  the  public  good  ;  the 
latter  in  private  intereft  and  paiFions.     An  honeft  party 
man  will  never  exclude  talents  and  virtues,  and  qualities 
eminently  ufeful  to  the  public,  merely  on  account  of  a 
difference  in  opinion.     A  fadious  man  will  exclude  every 
man  alike,  faint  or  fmner,  who  will  not  be  a  blind,  paf- 
five  tool.     If  I  had  been  allowed  to  follow  my  own  ideas, 
Hamilton  and  Burr,  in  my  opinion,  with  fubmifTion  to 
Divine  Providence,  would  have  been  alive  at  this  hour — 
General  Muhlenburg,  of  Pennfylvania,  would  have  been 
a  Brigadier,  under  Hamilton,  in  the  army,  as  long  as  it 
lafted  ;  and  the  great  body  of  Germans  in  Pennfylvania, 
inflead  of  being  difgraced  with  imputations  of  rebellion, 
would  have  been  good  friends  of  government.     I  have 
not  room  to  develope  all  this  at  prefent. 

But  I  foon  found  myfelf  fhackled.  The  heads  of  de- 
partments were  exclufive  patriots.  I  could  not  name  a 
man  who  was  not  devoted  to  Hamilton,  without  kindling 
a  fire.^ 

The  Senate  was  now  decidedly  federal.  During  Prefi- 
dent  Wafhington's  whole  adminiftration  of  eight  years, 
his,  authority  in  the  Senate  w^as  extremely  weak.  The 
Senate  was  equally  divided  in  all  great  conftitutional 
queftions,  and  in  all  great  queflions  of  foreign  relations, 
and  fuch  as  were  the  moft  fharply  contefted  were  brought 
to  my  decifion  as  Vice-Prefident. 

When  I  was  eledled,  the  ftates  had  been  pleafed  to  make 
an  entire  change  in  the  Senate.  Two  thirds  of  that  hon- 
orable body  w^ere  now  decidedly  federal.  And  profperity 
had  its  ufual  effed,  on  federal  minds.  It  made  them  con- 
fident and  prefumptuous.     I  foon  found,  that  if  I  had 
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not  the  previous  confent  of  the  heads  of  deparlments,  and 
the  approbation  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  I  run  the  utmoft  rifque 
of  a  dead  negative  in  the  Senate.  One  fuch  negative 
at  leaft  I  had,  after  a  very  formal  and  a  very  uncivil  re- 
monllrance  of  one  of  their  large,  unconftitutional  com- 
mittees in  fecret. 

I  have  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  Mr.  Jefferfon  came 
Into  office  with  the  fame  fpirit  that  I  did — that  is,  with  a 
fincere  defire  of  conciliating  parties,  as  far  as  he  poffibly 
could,  confiftently  with  his  principles.  But  he  foon 
found,  as  I  did,  that  the  Senate  had  a  decided  majority 
of  republicans,  five  or  fix  to  one,  a  much  greater  ma- 
jority than  there  was  in  my  time,  of  federalifts,  w^hich 
were  never  more  than  two  to  one. 

In  the  Houl^  of  Reprefentatives,  in  Mr.  Wafhington's 
time,  the  majority  of  federalifls  was  very  fmall.  In  my 
time,  it  was  fomewhat  larger,  but  (till  fmall.  In  Mr. 
Jefferfon's  time,  the  majority  of  republicans  was  immenfe, 
two  or  three,  or  four,  to  one.  Confcioufnefs  of  this 
ftrength  had  the  fame  efFe6l  upon  republicans  as  it  had 
upon  federalifls  in  ':iiy  time.  It  made  them  confident, 
exclufive,  and  pref  iiptuous.  Mr.  Jefferfon  found  it  im- 
poffible,  as  I  did,  to  follow  his  own  incHnation  on  many 
occafions. 

It  may  be  thought  prefumption  in  me  to  impute  errors 
to  the  nation  ;  but  as  I  have  never  concealed  from  the 
people  any  truth^which  it  was  important  to  them  to  know, 
nor  any  opinion  of  my  own,  which  was  material  in  public 
affairs,  I  hope  to  be  excufed  if  I  fuggefl  that  the  general* 
fentiment  in  moft  parts  of  the  continent,  that  all  the  dan- 
ger to  liberty  arifes  from  the  executive  power,  and  that 
the  Prefident's  office  cannot  be  too  much  reflrained,  is  ah 
«£rror. 

Corruption  in  almofl  all  free  governments  has  begun 
and  been  firfl  introduced  in  the  Legiflature.  When  any 
portion  of  executive  power  has  been  lodged  in  popular  or 
ariflocratical  affemblies,  it  has  feldom,  if  ever,  failed  to 
introduce  intrigue.  The  executive  powers  lodged  in  the 
Senate  are  the  moil  dangerous  to  the  conilitution  and  to 
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liberty  of  all  the  powers  In  it.  The  people  then  ought  to 
confider  the  Prelident*s  office  as  the  indifpenfible  guardi^ 
an  of  their  rights.  I  have  ever,  therefore,  been  of  opin- 
ion, that  the  electors  of  Prefident  ought  to  be  chofen  by 
the  people  at  large.  The  people  cannot  be  too  careful  in 
the  choice  of  their  Prcfidents  ;  but  when  they  have  cho- 
fen them,  they  ought  to  exped  that  they  will  adt  their 
own  independent  judgments,  and  not  be  wheedled  nor 
intimidated  by  factious  combinations  of  Senators,  Repre- 
fentatives,  heads  of  departments,  or  military  officers. 

The  exclufive  principle  which  has  been  adopted,  and 
too  openly  avowed  by  both  our  great  divifions,  when  the 
pendulum  has  fwung  to  their  fide,  is  a  principle  of  fadion, 
and  not  of  honeft  party.  It  is  intolerance !  It  is  defpo- 
tifm  !  It  deftroys  the  freedom  of  the  prefs  !  The  freedom 
of  eledions  1  the  freedom  of  debate  !  the  freedom  of  de- 
liberation 1  the  freedom  of  private  judgment  !  And  as 
long  as  the  Senate  fhall  be  determined  to  negative  all  but 
their  own  party,  the  Prefident  can  have  no  will  or  judg- 
ment of  his  own.  I  moft  earneflly  entreat  all  parties  to 
reconfider  their  refolutions  on  this  fubjeft. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 

^incy,  June  8,  1809. 


LETTER  XVIIL  ^ 

IN  page  29,  Mr.  Hamilton  fays,  "  when  an  ordinary 
man  dreams  himfelf  to  be  a  Frederick,"  &c. 

To  this  I  fhall  make  but  a  fhort  anfwer.  When  a  Miss 
of  the  ftreet  fhall  print  a  pamphlet  in  London,  and  call 
the  Queen  of  England  an  ordinary  woman,  who  dreams 
herfelt  a  Catharine  of  RufTia,  no  Englifliman  v^ill  have 
the  lefs  elteem  for  his  queen  for  that  impudent  libel. 

There  is  fomething  in  the  24th  page,  of  a  gVaver  com^ 
plexion.  It  is  faid,  that  the  feffion  which  enfued  the 
promulgation  of  the  difpatches  of  our  commiffioners  was 
pibout  to  commence.     This  was  the  fefTion  of  1 798.    Mr* 
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Adams  arrived  at  Philadelphia.     The  tone  of  his  mind 
feemod  to  be  raifed." 

Let  me  aik  a  candid  public,  how  did  Mr.  Hamilton 
know  any  thing  of  the  tone  of  Mr.  Adams's  mind,  either 
before  or  at  that  conference  ?  To  make  the  comparifon, 
he  mufl  have  known  the  ftate  of  Mr.  Adams's  mind  at 
both  thefe  periods.  He  had  never  converfed  with  Mr. 
Adams  before,  nor  was  he  prefent  at  that  conference. — 
Who  was  the  muficlan  that  took  the  pitch  of  Mr.  Adams's 
mind,  at  the  two  moments  here  compared  together  ? 
And  what  was  the  mufical  inftrument,  or  whofe  exquifite 
ear  was  it  that  afcertained  fo  nicely  the  vibrations  of  the 
air,  and  Mr.  Adams's  fenfibility  to  them  ?  Had  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton a  fpy  in  the  cabinet,  who  tranfmitted  to  him, 
from  day  to  day,  the  confidential  communications  between 
the  Prefident  and  heads  of  department  ?  If  there  exifled 
fuch  a  fpy,  why  might  he  not  communicate  thefe  confer- 
ences to  Mr.  Liflon,  or  the  Marquis  Yrujp,  as  well  as  to 
Mr.  Hamilton  ?  He  had  as  clear  a  right.  I  believe  that 
all  the  privy  councillors  of  the  world  but  our  own,  are 
under  an  oath  of  fecrecy  ;  and  ours  ought  to  be.  But  as 
they  are  not,  their  own  honor  and  fenfe  of  propriety 
ought,  with  them,  to  be  obligations  as  facred  as  an  oath. 
-  The  truth  is,  I  had  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  from  a  long 
journey,  which  had  been  delayed  longer  than  I  intended, 
very  much  fatigued  ;  and  as  no  time  was  to  be  loft,  I 
fent  for  the  heads  of  departments,  to  confult,  in  the  eve- 
ning, upon  the  points  to  be  inferted  in  the  fpeech  to  Con- 
grefs,  who  were  foon  to  meet. 

My  intention  was,  in  the  language  of  the  lawyers, 
merely  to  break  the  queftions,  or  meet  the  points  necef- 
fary  for  us  to  confider  ^  not  intending  to  exprefs  any  o- 
pinion  of  my  own,  or  to  requeft  any  opinion  of  theirs 
upon  any  point  ;  but  merely  to  take  the  queftions  intp 
their  confideration,  and  give  me  their  advice  upon  all  of 
them  at  a  future  meeting. 

I  obferved,  that  I  found,  by  various  fources  of  infor- 
mation, and  particularly  by  fome  of  the  newfpapers  in 
Bofton  and  New- York,  that  there  was  a  party  who  ex- 
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pecl:ed  an  unqualified  recommendation  of  a  declaration 
of  war  again fl  France. 

Thefe  paragraphs,  I  was  well  fatisfied,  were  written  by 
gentlemen  who  were  in  the  confidence  and  correfpon- 
dence  of  Hamilton  and  one  of  the  heads  of  departments  at 
leafl,  though  I  gave  them  no  intimation  of  this. 

I  faid  to  the  gentlemen,  that  I  fuppofed  it  would  be 
expelled  of  us,  that  we  fhould  confider  this  queftion,  and 
be  able  to  give  our  reafons  for  the  determination,  whatev- 
er it  might  be. 

The  conduct  of  the  gentlemen  upon  this  queftion  was 
fuch  as  I  wiilied  it  to  be  upon  all  the  others.  Not  one  of 
them  gave  an  opinion  either  for  or  againfl  a  declaration 
of  wan  There  was  fomething,  however,  in  the  total  fi- 
lence  and  referve  of  all  of  them,  and  in  the  countenances 
of  fome,  that  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  effect  of  difappoint- 
ment.  It  feemed  to  me,  that  they  expedcd  I  fhould  have 
propofed  a  declaration  of  war,  and  only  aiked  their  advice 
to  fanftion  it.     However,  not  a  word  was  faid. 

That  there  was  a  difappoin^ment,  however,  in  Hamil- 
ton and  his  friends,  is  apparent  enough,  from  this  con- 
fideration — that  when  it  was  known  that  a  declaration  of 
war  was  not  to  be  recommended  in  the  Prefident's  fpeech, 
a  caucus  was  called  of  members  of  Congrefs,  to  fee  if 
they  could  not  get  a  vote  for  a  declaration  of  war,  without 
any  recommendation  from  the  Prefident,  as  they  had 
voted  the  alien  and  fedition  law,  and  the  army.  What 
palTed  in  that  caucus,  and  how  much  zeal  there  was  in 
fome,  and  who  they  were,  judge  Sewall  can  tell  better 
than  1.  All  that  I  Ihall  fay,  is,  that  Mr.  Hamilton's 
friends  could  not  carry  the  vote. 

My  fecond  proportion  to  the  heads  of  departments  was 
to  confider,  in  cafe  we  fhould  determine  againfl  a  decla- 
ration of  war,  what  was  the  ftate  of  our  relations  with 
France,  and  whether  any  further  attempt  at  negociation 
ihould  be  made. 

In  Head  of  the  filence  and  referve  with  which  my  firft 
queftion  was  received,  Mr.  Hamilton  fhall  relate  what 
was  faid. 
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Mr.  Hamilton  fays,  "  It  was  fuggefted  to  him,  (Mfo 
Adams,)  that  it  might  be  expedient  to  infert  in  the  fpeech^ 
a  fentiment  of  this  import,  that  after  the  repeatedly  rejed- 
ed  advances  of  this  country,  its  dignity  required  that  it 
fhould  be  left  with  France,  in  future,  to  make  the  firft 
overture;  that  if  defirous  of  reconciiiation,  flie  fhould 
evince  the  difpofition,  by  fending  a  minifter  to  this  gov* 
ernment,  he  would  be  received  with  the  refpeiSt  due  to 
his  character,  and  treated  with,  in  the  franknefs  of  a  fin- 
cere  defire  of  accommodation.  The  fuggeflion  was  re- 
ceived in  a  manner  both  indignant  and  intemperate." 

I  demand  again,  how  did  Mr.  Hamilton  obtain  this  in- 
formation ?  Had  he  a  fpy  in  the  cabinet  ?  If  he  had, 
I  own  I  had  rather  that  all  the  courts  in  Europe  fhould 
have  had  fpies  there  ;  for  they  could  have  done  no  harm 
by  any  true  information  they  could  have  obtained  there  ; 
whereas  Hamilton  has  been  able  to  do  a  great  deal  of  mif- 
chief,  by  the  pretended  information  he  has  publifhed. 

It  is  very  true,  that  I  thought  this  propofition  intended 
to  clofe  the  avenues  to  peace,    and  to  enfure  a  war  with 
France  ;  for  I  did  believe  that  fome  of  the  heads  of  de- 
partments  were  confident,   in   their  own  minds,    that 
France  would  not  fend  a  minifler  here. 

From  the  intimate  intercourfe  between  Hamilton  and 
fome  of  the  heads  of  departments,  which  is  demonflrated 
to  the  world  and  to  poflerity,  by  this  pamphlet,  I  now 
appeal  to  every  candid  and  impartial  man,  whether  there 
IS  not  reafon  to  fufpecl  and  to  beheve,  whether  there  is 
not  a  prefumption,  a  violent  prefumption,  that  Hamilton 
himfelf  had  furniihed  this  machine  to  his  correfpondent 
in  the  cabinet,  for  the  very  purpofe  of  enfnaring  me,  at 
unawares,  of  enfuring  a  war  with  France,  and  enaj^ling 
him  to  mount  his  hobby  horfe,  the  command  of  an  army 
of  fifty  thoufand,  ten  thoufand  of  them  to  be  horfe  ? 

Hamilton  fays,  "  the  fuggeflion  was  received  in  a  man- 
ner both  indignant  and  intemperate.'*  This  is  falfe.  It 
is  true,  it  was  urged  with  fo  much  obftinacy,  perfeverance 
and  indecency,  not  to  fay  intemperance,  that  at  lafl  I  de- 
clared I  would  not  adopt  It,  in  clear  and  ftrong  terms. 
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Mr.  Hamilton  %s,  "  Mr.  Adams  declared,  as  a  fenti- 
ment  he  had  adopted  on  mature  rtfledion,  that  if  France 
fliould  fend  a  minifter  here  to-morrow,  he  would  order 
him  back  the  day  after." 

Here  I  afk  again,  where,  how,  and  from  whom  did  he 
get  this  information  ?  Was  it  from  his  fpy  in  the  cabi- 
net ?  Or  was  it  the  fabrication  of  his  own  "  fublimated, 
cxcentric,"^  and  intemperate  imagination  ?  In  either  cafe. 
It  is  an  entire  mifreprefentation. 

I  faid  that  when  in  my  retirement  at  Quincy,  the  idea 
of  the  French  government  fending  a  minifter  here,  had 
fometimes  occurred  to  me,  my  firft  thoughts  were,  that 
1  would  fend  him  back  the  next  day  after  his  arrival,  as  a 
retaliation  for  their  fending  ours  back  ;  and  becaufe  the  ' 
affront  offered  to  us  had  been  at  Paris,  publicly,  in  the 
face  of  all  Europe,  the  atonement  ought  to  be  upon  the 
fame  theatre  ;  and  becaufe,  as  the  French  government 
had  publicly  and  officially  declared  that  they  would  re- 
ceive no  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States, 
until  the  Prefident  had  made  apologies  for  his  fpeeehes 
and  anfwers  to  addreffes,  they  ought  to  be  made  to  re- 
trad  and  take  back  that  rafh  declaration,  on  the  fame 
fpot  where  it  had  been  made.  They  might  fend  a  minif- 
ter  here,  confiftently  with  that  olfenfive  declaration. — 
This  was  my  firft  thought  ;  but 'upon  mature  reflexion, 
I  faw  that  this  would  not  be  juftifiable  ;  for,  to  retaliate 
one  breach  of  principle  by  another  breach  of  principle, 
was  neither  the  morality  nor  the  policy  that  had  been 
taught  me  by  my  father  and  my  tutors.  Our  principle 
was,  that  the  right  of  embaify  was  facred.  I  would 
therefore  fac redly  refped  it,  if  they  fent  a  minifter  here. 
But^I  would  not  foreclofe  myfelf  from  fending  a  minifter 
to  France,  if  I  faw  an  opening  for  it,  confiftent  with  our 
honor  ;  in  ftiort,  that  I  w^ould  leave  both  doors  and  all 
doors  wide  open  for  a  negociation.  All  this  refutation 
came  from  myfelf,  not  from  the  heads  of  departments. 

All  that  he  fays  in  this  place  and  in  the  beginning  of 
the  next  page,  of  my  wavering,  is  falfe.  My  mind  never 
underwent  any  revolution  or  alteration  at  all,  after  I  left 
Qnincy.     I  inferted  no  declaration  in  my  fpeecb,  that  I 
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would  not  fend  a  minifter  to  France ;  nor  any  declaration, 
that  if  France  would  give  affurances  of  receiving  a  minif- 
ter from  this  country,  I  would  fend  one.  Nothing  like 
'  that  declaration  was  ever  made,  except  in  my  mclfage  to 
Congrefs,  of  the  2 1 ft  of  June,  1798,  in  thefe  words : — 
*'Iwill  never  fend  another  minifter  to  France,  without 
aflurances  that  he  will  be  received,  refpedled,  and  honor- 
ed, as  the  reprefentative  of  a  great,  free,  powerful,  and 
independent  nation."  This  declaration  finally  efFeded 
the  peace. 

Both  the  doors  of  negociation  were  left  open.  The 
French  might  fend  a  minifter  here  without  conditions— 
we  might  fend  one  to  France,  upon  condition,  of  a  cer- 
tainty that  he  would  be  received  in  charader. 

What  condudl  did  the  French  government  hold,  in 
confequence  of  this  declaration  ?  They  retraced  their 
folemn  and  official  declaration,  that  they  would  receive 
no  minifter  plenipotentiary,  in  future,  from  the  United 
States,  without  apologies  from  the  Prefident,  for  his 
fpeeches  andanfwers  to  addreffes.  They  withdrew,  and 
exprefsly  difavowed  all  claims  of  loans  and  douceurs, 
which  had  been  held  up  in  a  very  high  tone.  They  even 
gave  encouragement,  I  might  fay  they  promifed,  to  make 
provifion  for  an  equitable  compenfation  for  fpoliations. 
They  promifed  to  receive  our  minifters,  and  they  did 
receive  them,  and  made  peace  with  them — a  peace  that 
compktely  accomplifhed  a  predominant  wifti  of  my  heart 
for  five  and  twenty  years  before,  which  was,  to  place  our 
relations  with  France  and  with  Great  Britain,  upon  a 
footing  of  equality  and  impartiality,  that  we  might  be  able 
to  preferve,  in  future,  an  everlafting  neutrality  in  all  the 
wars  of  Europe. 

I  fee  now,  with  great  pleafure,  that  England  profefles 
to  acknowledge  and  adopt  this  our  principle  of  impartial- 
ity, and  I  hope  that  Franjce  will  foon  adopt  it  too.  The 
two  powers  ought  to  fee,  that  it  is  the  only  principle  we 
can  adopt  with  fafety  to  ourfelves,  or  juftice  to  them.  If 
this  is  an  error,  it  is  an  error  in  which  I  have  been  inva- 
riably and  unchangeably  fixed  for  five  and  thirty  year?^ 
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In  the  whole  courfe  of  which  I  have  never  leen  reafbn  to 
fufpeft  it  to  be  an  error,  and  I  now  defpfrir  of  ever  dif- 
covering  any  fuch  reafons. 

Neverthelefs,  Mr.  Hamilton  calls  the  declaration  that 
accompliflied  all  this,  "  a  pernicious  declaration  !" 

Pernicious  it  was  to  his  views  of  ambition  and  domina- 
tion. It  extinguifhed  his  hopes  of  being  at  the  head  of  a 
vidorious  army  of  fifty  thoufand  men  ;  without  which, 
he  ufed  to  fay,  he  had  no  idea  of  having  a  head  upon  his 
fhoulders  for  four  years  longer. 

Thus  it  is,  when  felf-fufficient  ignorance  impertinently 
obtrudes  itfelf  into  offices  and  departments,  in  which  it 
has  no  right,  nor  color,  nor  pretence  to  interfere. 

Thus  it  is,  when  ambition  undertakes  to  facrifice  all 
charaders,  and  the  peace  of  nations,  to  its  own  private 
intereft. 

I  have  now  finifhed  all  I  had  to  fay  on  the  negociations 
and  peace  with  France,  in  1800. — I  find  I  n;ufl  fay  fipme'- 
thing  of  the  peace  with  England,  in  1783. 

In  the  meantime,  when  I  look  back  on  the  oppofitioil 
and  embarraffments  I  had  to  overcome,  from  the  faftion 
of  Britifh  fubjeds,  from  that  large  body  of  Americans 
who  revere  the  Englifh  and  abhor  the  French,  from  fome 
of  the  heads  of  departments,  from  fo  many  gentlemen  in 
Senate,  and  fo  many  more  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives,  and  from  the  infidious  and  dark  intrigues  as  well  as 
open  remonftrances  of  Mr,  Hamilton,  I  am  aflonilhed  at 
the  event, 

In  fome  of  my  jocular  moments  I  have  compared  my- 
felf  to  an  animal  I  have  feen  take  hold  of  the  end  of  a 
cord  with  his  teeth  and  be  drawn  flowly  up  by  pullies, 
through  a  florm  of  fquibs,  crackers,  and  rockets,  flafhing 
and  blazing  round  him  every  moment  :  and  though  the 
fcorching  flames  made  him  groan,  and  mourn,  and  roar, 
he  would  not  let  go  his  hold  till  he  had  reached  the  ceil- 
ing of  a  lofty  theatre,  where  he  hung  fometime,  (till  fuf- 
fering  a  flight  of  rockets,  and  at  lafl:  defcended  through 
another  florm  of  burning  powder,  and  never  let  go^  tiH 
his  four  feet  were  fafelv  landed  on  the  floorc 
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In  fome  of  my  fecial  hours  I  have  quoted  Virgil : 

Fata  obstante  filacidasgue  viri  Deus  obstruit  aiircst 

Ac  velut  annoso  validam  cum  robore  guercum 

Mfiini  Borece  ?iunc  hinc  nunc Jiatibus  illinc 

Eruere  inter  se  certant  ;  it  stridor  ;  e(  alte 

ConsterJiunt  terrain  concusso  atipite  frondes  : 

Ipsa  hm-et  scofiulis  :  et  quantum  in  -virtice  ad  auras 

jit/ierias,  tantum  radice  in  Tartara  tendit. 

Baud  secus  assiduis  hinc  atque  hinc  vocibus  heros 

Tunditur^  et  magno  fiersentit  fiectore  cur  as. 

Mens  immota  manet  :  lacrimce  volvuntur  inanes.  Lib.  4.  MQ' 

His  hardened  heart  nor  prayers  nor  threatening  move  : 

Fate  and  the  Gods  had  stopp'd  his  ears. 

As  when  the  winds  their  airy  quarrels  try, 

Justhng  from  every  quarter  of  the  sky  ; 

This  way  and  that  the  mountain  oak  they  bend, 

His  boughs  they  shatter,  and  his  branches  rend  ; 

With  leaves  and  falling  mast,  they  spread  the  grountJ, 

The  hollow  rallies  to  the  echo  sound  : 

Unmov'd  the  sturdy  plant,  their  fury  mocks. 

Or  shaken,  clings  more  closely  to  the  rocks  : 

Far  as  he  shoots  his  towering  head  on  high. 

So  deep  in  earth  his  deep  foundations  lie  ; 

No  less  a  storm  the  Trojan  hero  beats; 

Thick  messages  and  loud  complaints  he  hears, 

And  bandied  words  still  beating  on  his  ears. 

Sighs,  groans  and  tears,  proclaim  his  inward  pains. 

But  the  firm  purpose  of  his  heart  remains. 

Dryden,  B.  4.  186. 

But  this  is  all  levity.  There  have  been  fober  hours^ 
not  a  few  :  and  I  knovt^  not  that  there  has  been  one,  in 
which  I  have  not  adored  that  Providence  of  Almighty 
God,  which  alone  could  have  carried  me  fafely  through, 
to  a  fuccefsful  iffue,  this  tranfadion  and  fo  many  others,, 
equally  difficult,  and  infinitely  more  dangerous  to  my  life, 
if  not  to  my  reputation. 

JOHN  ADAMS- 

^incy,  June  lo,  1809. 


/-" 
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LETTER 

From  the  Hon.  E.  Gehry^  io  Mens.  C.  M.  Talleyhand. 

[The  following  letter  is  in  anfwer  to  an  official  note  from 
Mons.  T.  publilhed  in  the  Patriot  of  May  20th.  It 
cafts  new  light  on  the  myfterious  X.  Y.  Z.  negociation, 
and  will  be  read  with  interefl  by  every  one  who  wiflies 
to  fee  the  complete  juftification  of  Mr,  Gerry  againfl 
the  afperfions  of  the  French  Machiavalian.] 

Patriot^  of  Aug,  16 > 

To  His  Excellency 
CHARLES  MAURICE  TALLEYRAND, 

Late  Mini/ier  of  Foreign  Relations y  and  now  a  Prince  of 
Imperial  France. 

Sir — Your  official  letter,  dated  Paris,  the  nth  Fruc- 
tidor,  6th  year,  (the  28th  of  Auguft,  1798,)  to  Mr.  Pi- 
chon,  then  Secretary  of  Legation  at  the  Hague,  has  been 
lately  publilhed  by  his  excellency  Mr.  Adams,  late  Prcfi- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  and  contains  remarks  on  my 
conduct  whilft  on  the  embafly  you  refer  to,  which  leave 
no  alternative  but  that  of  a  public  anfwer.  To  me  it  ap- 
pears immaterial,  whether  your  objed  in  writing  that 
letter,  was  merely  to  obtain  the  negociation  which  refult- 
ed  from  it,  or  was  intended  to  extend  to  perfonalities  :  for 
admitting  /the  former,  what  apology  can  be  offered  for 
unmerited  and  unneceflary  cenfures  on  a  preceding  minif- 
ter,  in  order  to  obtain  a  fucceffor  ?  The  letter  flates, 
''  that  you  ufed  your  endeavors  to  enter  on  a  negociation 
with  Mr.  Gerry,  in  the  fpirit  of  fubflituting  calmnefs  for 
paffion,  and  confidence  for  fufpicion,  from  a  convidlion 
that  diftrufl  alone  was  the  caufe  of  the  mifunderftanding 
between  the  two  republics."  Admitting  the  fad,  you 
will  readily  grant,  fn*,  that  the  dijiruji  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  exifted  long  before  the  date  of  my  commif- 
iion  to  negociate  with  France,  and  refulted  from  a  feries 
of  meafures  on  her  part,  highly  injurious,  and,  as  the 
United  States  conceived,  unjuil  towards  them.  And 
have  not  the  difpatches  of  the  three  envoys  to  their  gov^ 
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^rtiment  proved  to  a  demonftration,  that  the  dark  and 
crooked  policy  of  negociating  with  them  by  fecret  agents, 
whom  you  recognized  to  me  as  having  a£ted  under  your 
authority,  ihcreafed  that  diftrufl,  and  finally  defeated  the 
negociation  ?  On  the  firfl:  approach  of  thofe  agents,  fo 
clearly  was  I  convinced  of  what  would  be  the  refult  of 
conferences  with  them,  as  to  have  propofed  to  my  col- 
leagues, to  terminate  their  agency  without  delay,  by  the 
follow  ng  declaration  to  them — viz  :  "  To  the  queftion 
whether  the  propofitions,  informally  and  confidentially 
communicated  to  us,  as  private  citizens^  at  the  requeft,  as 
is  ilated,  of  Mr,  Talleyrand,  in  his  private  capacity^  will 
be  adopted  as  the  bafis  of  a  treaty  ?  this  anfwer  is  given  : 
that  it  is  highly  probable  fome  of  the  proportions  commu- 
nicated on  the  evenings  of  the  19th  and  2othof  Odlober, 
(being  the  28th  and  29th  Vendemaire)  will  be  confidered 
as  the  bafis  of  a  projed  of  a  treaty,  and  others  as  inadmij'^ 

Jihk  :  BUT  THAT  IT  IS  IMPOSSIBLE  TO  DISCUSS  THEM, 
OR  TO  COME  TO  A  DECISION  ON  THEM,  UNTIL  THEY 
ARE  PRESENTED  TO  US  IN  OUR  OFFICIAL  CHARACTERS." 

After  the  rupture  of  the  negociation,  by  the  difmiiTion  of 
my  colleagues,  and  the  publication  throughout  all  Ilu- 
rope  of  our  difpatches,  then  indeed  you  "  ufsd,"  and  it 
might  be  flated,  you  repeated,  "  your  endeavors  to  enter 
on  a  negociation  with  myfelf  j"  not  becaufe  it  was  prac- 
ticable, or  promifmg  fuccefs,  but  becaufe  it  was  necelTary 
to  allay  the  indignation  of  the  French  nation  and  diredo- 
ry  againft  yourfeff,  as  the  fole  caufe  of  the  rupture  of  the 
negociation  with  the  three  envoys.  Can  thefe  fadls,  fir^ 
be  controverted  ?  Are  they  not  fully  proved  by  the  dif- 
patches of  the  envoys,  and  by  your  correfpondence  with 
myfelf  ? 

•  Your  letter  next  ftates,  "  that  your  correfpondence 
with  Mr.  Gerry,  until  the  day  of  his  departure,  is  a  curi- 
ous monument  of  advances  on  your  part,  and  of  evafions 
on  his."  That  it  is  a  curious  monument  of  advances,  or 
a  monument  of  curious  advances  on  your  part,  made  with 
a  convidion  of  the  impoffibility  of  their  being  accepted 
by  him.,  is  readily  admitted  :  and  permit  him  to  enquire, 
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whether  you  urged  hhn  to  enter  on  a  negociation  which 
was  warranted  by,  or  on  one  which  was  direclly  repug- 
nant to,  the  powers  given  him  by  his  government  ?  YoU- 
advocated  his  right  to  treat  feparately  from  his  colleagues, 
becaufe  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  commif- 
fioned,  "  jointly  and  feverally,  three  envoys  extraordinary 
and  minifters  plenipotentiary,  of  whom  he  was  one,  to 
treat  with  the  French  republic."  Had  his  colleagues,  by 
aiiy  other  means  than  the  agency  of  that  republic,  been 
difqualified  from  acting,  then  indeed  he  would  have  had 
a  feparate  authority,  and  would  have  exercifed  it ;  but, 
fir,  your  political  abilitie  i  require  no  arguments  to  prove, 
that  a  feparate  power  was  not  by  his  commiflion  given  to 
one  envoy  to  treat,  when  the  others  were  by  the  French 
government  officially  charged  with  mifconduiSl,  and  dif- 
milfed  from  the  embalTy.  If  folid  reafons  did  adually 
exift  for  the  difmiffion,  was  it  not  incumbent  on  the 
French  Dire£tory  to  have  flated  them  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  that  the  latter  might  have  correded 
the  evil  ?  Was  it  your  objed,  by  urging  that  eiivoy  to 
negociate  feparately,  to  induce  him  to  a  meafure  which 
would  have  terminated  beneficially  to  the  two  republics^ 
and  honorably  to  the  negociators,  or  to  one,  which,  by 
his  admitting  the  right  of  the  French  government  to  fe- 
le£l  one  of  the  three  envoys  to  proceed  in  the  negociation, 
would  have  facrificed,  on  his  part,  the  rights,  honor,  and 
independence  of  his  government,  and  difgraced  himfelf  ? 
Let  him  enquire  further,  fir,  whether  you  was  authorifed 
by  the  goveraiiient  of  the  United  States,  (for  your  own 
government  could  not  authorife  ^ou,)  to  conftrue  for  their 
minifter,  the  powers  which  they  had  delegated  to  him  ? 
Was  it  not,  to  fay  the  lead,  indelicate  to  make  the  at- 
tempt, and  unjuil  to  refufe  him  the  right  of  being  gov- 
erned in  this  conilruclion  by  his  own  judgment  ?  Could, 
he  have  met  the  advances,  of  w^hich  you  boaft,  with  a 
due  regard  to  the  rights  and  independence  of  his  coun- 
try, or  to  his  own  honor  ?  Mod  afluredly  he  could  not, 
and  for  not  meeting  them,  has  he  incurred  your  cenfure. 
As  to  the  evafions  with  which  you  charge  him,  they  were 
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refufals,  and  you  fo  confidered  them,  to  elofe  with  your 
propofitions.     Your  letter  next  dates,  "  that  it  is  wrong 
to  fuppofe  you  confined  yourfelf  to  vague  ^  proteftations, 
that  among  that  feries  of  official  letters,  which  will  doubt- 
lefs  be  publifhed  at  Philadelphia,  you  feled  one  wherein 
he  (Mr.  Pichon)  will  fee  that  you  make  very  pofitive 
proportions,  without  any  mixture  of  preliminary  condi- 
tions.    That  this  letter  was  followed  by  three  notes  upoa 
the  articles  to  be  difcufled,  and  that  you  intended  to  com- 
plete the  others  in  this  manner,  if  Mr.  Gerry  had  not 
refufed  to  anfwer  thereto."     But  let  any  candid  man  read 
our  correfpondence,  and  declare,  if  he  can,  that  your 
proteftations  were  not  altogether  vague,  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end — did  you  not  know  before  the  publication 
of  the  difpatches  of  the  envoys,  that  fuperior  to  pretexts, 
the  envoy  you  had  feledled  to  negociate,  declared  himfelf, 
for  the  reafons  herein  dated,  unauthorifed  to  treat  ?    Did 
you  not,   in  confequence  of  thofe  reafons,  and  from  a 
convidion  of  their  truth,  pledge  yourfelf  to  prepare  in- 
formally with  him,  a  treaty,  and  to  fend  a  minifter  to  the. 
American  government  for  a  ratification  of  it  ?     And  did 
you  not,  after  the  promulgation  of  the  difpatches,  depart 
from  the  arrangements,  and  renew  propofitions  long  be- 
fore made  to,  and  rejected  by  him  for  treating  feparately  r 
If  then,  fir,  your  proteftations  were  not  vague,  why  did 
you  not,  in  the  informal  mode  agreed  on,  difcufs  fairly 
and  fubftantially,  the  important  fubjeds  of  the  negocia- 
tion  ?     Why,  in  lieu  thereof,  did  you  propofe  a  formal 
qjiftolary  negociation,  and  even  in  this  confine  yourfelf 
to  the  correlation  of  a  confular  convention,  which  was  foon 
to  expire  ?     Why  did  you  not  enter  on  the  mod  impor 
tant  objed,  the  projed  of  a  commercial  treaty  ?     Of  what 
ufe,  without  fuch  a  treaty,  was  a  confular  convention  \ 
Your  beginning  with  the  fmalleft  objed  of  the  negocia- 
tion, and  indeed  your  whole  conduct  in  that  difcuiiioii 
amounted,  in  my  mind,  to  proof  pofitive,  that  you  wa^^ 
governed  by  no  motive  or  expedation  of  attaining  thr 
important  objeds  of  the  negociation,  but  that  your  fole. 
Tiew,  as  before  dated,  was  to  amufe  the  French  govern- 
14 
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:went  and  nation,  and  to  divert  from  yourfelf  their  indig- 
nation,  rein  king  from  the  rupture  of  the  negociation. 
Your  letter  then  proceeds,  "  when  it  became  neceffary  to 
-abandon  the  idea  of  treating  with  that  envoy,  who  thought 
it  mportant  only  to  kmw  how  a  negociation  might  thereafter 
be  rcfinncd^  1  gave  him  the  mofl  folemn  ailurances  con- 
cerning the  reception  that  a  new  plenipotentiary  would 
receive."     But  did  that  envoy  think  it  important  only  to 
know  how  a  negociation  might  thereafter  be  refumed  ? 
You  know,  fn*,  he  did  not.     In  his  letters  to  yourlelf  of 
the  4th  and  20th  of  April,   1798,  the  firft:  being  before, 
find  the  lad  fublequent  to,  the  departure  from  Paris  of  one 
of  his  colleagues,  he  early  propofed  to  "  confer  with  you 
informally  and  unaccredited,  on  any  fubjedt  relpeding  his 
miflion,  and  to  communicate  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  the  refult  of  fuch  conferences."     He  gave 
you,  agreeably  to  your  requeft,  the  outlines    of  fuch  a 
treaty  as  he  thought  would  have  been  acceptable  to  his 
government  ;  and  repeatedly  urged  you  to  come  forward, 
on  your  part,  with  proportions  "  for  terminating  all  dif- 
ferences, for  the  reftoration  of  harmony  and  friendfhip  j 
and  for  the  re-eilablifhment  of  commerce  between  the  U- 
nited  States  and  France  ;"  and  to  effcdl  thefe  obje^is,  he 
alTured  you  of  his  immediate  and  cheerful  co-operation. 
Look  at  your  correfpondence  with  him,  which  you  ap- 
pear to  have  forgotten,  and  you  will  there  find  a  record 
of  thefe  and  numerous  other  fads,  proving  his  unremitted 
exertions  wh'ie  in  France,  to  eftablifh  a  com.mercial  treaty 
Jnnd  reflore  harmony  between  the  tw^o  republics.     Is  it 
not  then  much  to  be  regretted,  fir,  that  you  have  hazard- 
ed fuch  unfounded  alTertions.  and  produced  the  painful 
jiecefTity  of  detecting  them  ? 

Your  letter  then  proceeds  to  itate,  "  that  you  wifhed 
to  encourage  Mr.  Gerry  by  teflimonies  of  regard,  that 
his  good  intentions  merited."  "  Although  you  could 
not  difftmblc,  that  he  w  anted  decifion,  at  a  moment  w  hen 
he  might  have  eafily  adjudcd  every  thing.  That  it  does 
not  thence  follow,  you  defignated  him ;  that  you  wili 
even  avow,  that  you  think  him  too  irrefolute  to  be  fit  tt) 
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kaften  the  conclufion  of  an  affair  of  this  kind/'  "  Tef-, 
timonies  of  regard/'  fir,  in  negociations,  inspire  neither 
courage  or  coi  fidence  :  thty  are  feldnm  fuccelstully 
pradifed  and  always  illufive  j  and  had  you  manifefLed 
fuch  to  him,  he  nuiPi  have  candidly  declared  to  you, 
**  timeo  danaos  et  dona  ferentes."  His  primary  cbjecl 
was  to  promote  on  principles  of  reciprocity,  the  honor^ 
interefl  and  welfare  of  his  country.  In  the  purfuit  of 
thefe  you  was  fully  convinced  that  he  was  above  encour- 
agement, and  that  all  your  impediments  and  difcourage- 
ments  were  of  no  avail. 

That  he  "  v/anted  decifion"  to  clofe  withyeur  degrading 
fropofjionsy  is  conceded  ;  it  is  demonftrated  by  the  cor- 
refpondence  you  refer  to  ;  and  it  therein  appears  alfq 
that  he  was  "  irrefolute"  to  do  wrong  ;  an  irrefolution 
which  he  frankly  avows,  which  he  prefers  infinitely  to 
"  diplomatic  Ikill ;"  or  diplomatic  artifice,  and  which^ 
permit  him,  fir,  from  a  long  experience  and  full  convic- 
tion that  in  public  as  well  as  in  private  concerns,  "  hon- 
efty  is  the  bed  policy ,''  to  reccommend  to  your  confider- 
ation  and  patronage. 

As  a  duty  which  1  ow^  to  myfelf,  I  have  tranfmitted 
copies  of  this  letter  to  yourfelf,  through  French  and  A- 
merican  channels,  which  will  enfure  the  delivery  of  it ; 
and  had  you  adopted  a  fimilar  meafure,  by  fending  to  me 
a  copy  of  your  official  letter  to  Mr.  Pichon,  in  which  yon 
very  freely  ufe  my  character,  you  would  have  received 
an  immediate  anfwer. 

Accept  my  alTurances,  fir,  of  all  due  confideration  ancj 
refped, 

E.  GERRY 

Camhrtdge^  Jidy^  1809. 


